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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you, Alan, for providing some time for me to provide a few updates about ongoing research supports, successes and opportunities.
Our community continues to be very active: various new programs are rolling out from our office and from the faculties, and our community recently came together to submit 100 NSERC Discovery Grants.
This is a testament not only to our faculty members’ ideas, but to the strong network of support that exists to help polish, refine and ensure compliance with funders’ requirements.
It has been invigorating to see the energy return to campus this fall.
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Presentation Notes
I would like this opportunity today to provide some high-level updates about some current research-related activities.
As Alan mentioned off the top, Janis Oram Cardy has moved into the Associate Vice-President (Research) role I vacated upon moving into this seat.
We are really excited to have Janis onboard; she brings a wealth of experience from her time as Associate Dean (Research) in the Faculty of Health Sciences and is already bringing great ideas to the table.
Given how many initiatives we have on the go, it was important we move quickly to bring our leadership team back to full complement and I’m very grateful for Janis’s willingness to take on this opportunity.
We have also recently hired a program coordinator to begin rolling out the Research Scholars Academy, a new program to support early career researchers, with a prioritized focus on those who self-identify as equity-deserving.
It will facilitate mentorship, networking and professional development opportunities to increase the trajectory of our early career scholars.
There is more news to come, but I wanted to share our excitement for this strategic effort to increase research support and participation, and to advance equity, diversity and inclusion at Western.
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I have been incredibly impressed by the number of awards and other distinctions our scholars, students and postdoctoral scholars have been receiving lately.
Given how busy things are, it’s particularly important that we take moments to reflect on how well we’re doing and to celebrate our wins.
I want to take a quick moment to recognize just a sample of recent successes, which reflect the impact our colleagues are having. 
We have been celebrating five Fulbright Canada awards, which provide  unique opportunities to explore scholarly and contemporary issues relevant to Canada and the United States. 
These awards also increase Western’s international presence and reputation, while facilitating meaningful collaborative scholarship.
Congratulations to:
English PhD student Tanja Grubnic (tan-ya grub-nictch), who received a student award to study the changing nature of literary culture at Duke University;
Computer science and Ivey business administration student Donna Xue (donna shoe), who received a Killam Fellowship to advance research related to machine learning and product design at University of Hawai’i at Mānoa;
Geography professor Chantelle Richmond, who was awarded a Fulbright Canada Research Chair in Social Sciences to deepen her understanding of native Hawaiian relationships with the land at the University of Hawai’i at Mānoa;
Chemistry professor Styliani Constas; (still-ee-on-ee cons-tas), who was awarded a Fulbright Canada Research Chair in Climate Change, Air Quality and Atmospheric Chemistry to advance work in the fields of computational chemistry, aerosol chemistry and biophysics at UC Irvine.
And visiting Killam fellow Ryan Lashlee, a psychology major from the University of Hawai’i at Mānoa, who is pursuing work related to body insecurities in female students and young girls at Western.
Congratulations, too, to Biology professor Danielle Way, who was recently one of six researchers awarded an Arthur B. McDonald Fellowship – the rebranded Steacie Prizes – for leading work about the impact of climate change on crops.
This is the second straight year one of our researchers has brought home one of these tremendous honours (Jessica Grahn).
And fourth-year Electrical & Computer Engineering undergraduate student Jacqueline Le Feuvre (jack-e-leen le-fay-vre) has won two significant awards from the IEEE Power and Engineering Society (PES), including: 
The 2022 John. W. Estey Outstanding PES Scholar Award as the top student in Canada; and
The prestigious IEEE PES Scholar Award – she is the first Western student to win the award.
This is an incredible accomplishment, and a reminder of the role research can play as part of the student experience.
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And lastly, I wanted to keep you apprised of ongoing efforts related to research funding, including the ‘alphabet soup’ of nine major funding calls our community has been working feverishly to submit to.
We had received notice last month that Mitacs funding had been suspended in Ontario due to oversubscription.
We have since received good news that they have confirmed of an increase in financial support from the Ministry of Colleges and Universities for 2022-23, allowing Mitacs to move towards a measured re-opening of program delivery.
They have reviewed the impact of the additional funding on their backlog and have determined that they will be able to process and approve Ontario projects currently submitted for Accelerate, Elevate and international programs. 
I’d like to thank our teams in the faculties and within Western Research for their ongoing support of major funding calls, which have the potential of being game-changers and for facilitating impact across campus.
We most recently submitted a $1M Canada Excellence Research Chair application in the area of neurovirology and neuroimmunology, which is aligned with a large CFREF proposal we had already submitted to address the cognitive impact of infectious disease.
I celebrated the success of our CFI-MSI at the last Senate and I want to share only that we’ve had a couple additional significant wins since that cannot be publicly announced at this time.
I will leave it at saying that we had a significant cohort of Canada Research Chairs who were all approved a couple weeks ago and a nearly $20M funding success to support biomedical infrastructure, which is also aligned with our CFREF proposal.
As I’ve mentioned before, the funding itself isn’t the focus, but success in these programs should be celebrated when we’re able – they take a lot of work and are great enablers of some of the impact we hope to have across campus and around the world.
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33Adventures in Experiential Learning

Adventures in 
Experiential Learning

Allison Loveridge – Collections and Content Strategies co-op student

During my co-op with the Collections and Content Strategies (CCS) 

team, I worked on three major projects: evaluating individual serial 

subscriptions, a large-scale serial fund code audit, and the update of 

Western Libraries� collection management policies. 

Reviewing, assessing and evaluating library resources taught me 

how to develop and manage collections. I also learned how to 

interpret and understand the licence agreements that accompany 

serial subscriptions. 

After graduating from Western�s MLIS program, I accepted a 

permanent position with the Canadian Research Knowledge Network 

(CRKN) as a licensing and member services o�cer. It is without 

question that the experience I gained at Western Libraries prepared 

me to excel at my current role with the CRKN. I am forever grateful 

for everything I learned while working with the amazing people on the 

CCS team.

“
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Naoise Dunne – Archives and Special Collections co-op student  

During my co-op, I focused on two main projects: the preservation 

of the Ron Nelson digitized photographic collection and big picture 

planning for digital preservation with my supervisor, Leanne Olson, 

digitization and digital preservation librarian. It was rewarding to 

collaborate with the Archives and Special Collections (ASC) team 

and contribute to future policies and research.   

I also attended the Association of Canadian Archivists virtual 

conference, participated in archives outreach programs, completed a 

Learn to Teach course, volunteered for Ask a Librarian chat support, 

and participated in professional development co-op sessions.  

I use the skills I gained from my co-op and the advice I received from 

the ASC team in my current work as an archivist with the City of 

Toronto Archives. I am thankful for Leanne’s mentorship in the area of 

digital preservation. 

“

Western Libraries understands the importance of experiential 

learning and we are committed to providing meaningful 

opportunities for students to develop their skills and strengthen 

their employability. We are grateful for the fresh ideas and 

modern skills our students bring to the table and for the many 

meaningful contributions they make to our organization. 
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Annual Report

Connections and 
Community 
Transcribe-a-thon 

Folks from across Western and the community joined the 

Archives and Special Collections team virtually to transcribe 

handwritten manuscripts and other documents using our new 

transcription software, From the Page. Transcription helps 

provide truthful representation of content and makes it easier 

for readers to comprehend. Attendees can find digital copies 

of the work they transcribed using From the Page, a feature 

that was particularly handy when COVID-19 protocols limited 

access to research materials.  

GIS Days 

What began as a one-day yearly event at Western has 

transformed into a week’s worth of lightning talks, demos, and 

tutorials centred around Geographic Information Systems 

(GIS). The event brought together collaborators from 

universities and industry across Ontario. Approximately 400 

people joined from over 28 countries to celebrate the science 

of where.  

Medieval Manuscripts Drop-In Exhibit 

Students, faculty, and researchers stopped by the Weldon 

Reading Room to view the Medieval Manuscripts collection 

and get up close and personal with a manuscript dating all the 

way back to the 12th century. 

Guests also received a lesson on how to sing Medieval-style 

from Kate Helsen, assistant professor in the Don Wright 

Faculty of Music, who beautifully brought to life the music on 

the page.  
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