


  

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEMS:   March 13, 2020 
 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 
 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGENDA 
 

FOR ACTION 
 
OPERATIONS/AGENDA COMMITTEE 
 

FOR ACTION 
 

Notice of Motion: Senate Resolution on Navitas  
Senate Vacancies Filled by Appointment 
 
FOR INFORMATION 
 

Results of the Spring 2020 Elections for Membership on Senate 
Senate Membership – Education   
 
UNIVERSITY RESEARCH BOARD (URB) 
 

FOR INFORMATION 
 

URB Report (February 2020) 
 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC POLICY AND AWARDS (SCAPA) 
 

FOR ACTION 
 

Faculty of Arts and Humanities: Revisions to the “Dean’s Honour List and Graduation ‘With Distinction’” 
Policy and the Honours Specialization in the Faculty of Arts and Humanities / HBA policies 
Faculty of Engineering: Revisions to the Structure of the Biomedical Engineering Program 
School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies: 

Introduction of a Graduate Diploma (GDip) in Pathology and Laboratory Medicine 
Introduction of a Collaborative Graduate Specialization in Music Cognition 
Major Modification to the Master of Arts (MA) in Musicology and the Master of Arts (MA) in Music 
Theory 
Major Modification to the Master of Clinical Science (MClSc), Communication Sciences and 
Disorders, Audiology field  
Major Modification to the Master of Clinical Science (MClSc), Advanced Health Care Practice, 
Manipulative Therapy field 

Don Wright Faculty of Music: Renaming of the Bachelor of Musical Arts (BMusA) and Bachelor of Musical 
Arts (Honours Music) programs as the Bachelor of Music and Bachelor of Music (Honours) respectively 
Brescia University College: Revisions to the Honours Specialization, Specialization, and Major in Food 
Management and Marketing 
Huron University College: Introduction of a Minor in Chinese History 
King’s University College: 

Revisions to the Admission Requirements of the Honours Specialization, Major, and Minor in 
French Language and Literature, and the Specialization in French Studies 

Revisions to the “Letter of Permission” Policy 
 
FOR INFORMATION 
 

Report of the Subcommittee on Teaching Awards (SUTA) 
SUPR-G Report: Cyclical Review of the Graduate Program in Master of Public Health 
New Scholarships and Awards  
 
  



SENATE COMMITTEE ON UNIVERSITY PLANNING (SCUP) 

FOR INFORMATION 

2020-2025 Draft Strategic Mandate Agreement 
Vice-Provost’s Annual Report on Faculty Recruitment and Retention February 2020 

REPORT OF THE ACADEMIC COLLEAGUE 

FOR INFORMATION 

Report of the Academic Colleague (February 2020) 



















































































Even though total 
numbers of 
students are 
lower in some 
faculties, we’re 
finding that the 
students that 
come from these 
faculties are more 
engaged. 
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MORRISSETTE INSTITUTE FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Western 
President

Ivey Dean 

Executive 
Director of 

Entrepreneurship
Entrepreneurship 
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Western 
Provost

Western 
Entrepreneurship
Steering Team
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Western Entrepreneurship Steering Team

Eric Morse
Ron and Nancy Clark Chair in Entrepreneurship
Special Advisor to the President and Director of 

Entrepreneurship

Deniz Edwards
Director of PROPEL

Lisa Cechetto
Executive Director

WORLDiscoveries

Juan Luis Suarez
Professor, Hispanic Studies

Director, The CulturePlex Lab
Faculty of Arts & Humanities

Burns Cheadle
Director, Science Professionalism &

Entrepreneurship
Faculty of Science

Kelly Cole
Vice-President

External Relations

Jason Winders
Director of Editorial Services

Communications & Public Affairs

David Litchfield
Professor; Vice-Dean, Research & Innovation 

Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry

Darren Meister
John M. Thompson Chair in Engineering

Leadership and Innovation
Western Engineering, Ivey Business School

Lesley D’Souza
Director, Strategic Communications & Marketing

Student Experience
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Western Entrepreneurship 
Advisory Board

Comprised of:

• Industry and business leaders

• Alumni representing faculties across campus
• BA (8), Law (5), Kinesiology (2), Engineering (3), 

Sciences (2), Humanities (1), Education( 1), 
Business (20) 

• Western leaders
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https://president.uwo.ca/anti-racism/
https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/china
https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/china
https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/china
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/policies_procedures/section1/mapp153.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/china
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/latest-travel-health-advice.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/latest-travel-health-advice.html
https://international.uwo.ca/learning/safety_abroad/index.html
https://international.uwo.ca/learning/safety_abroad/index.html
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SCHULICH SCHOOL OF MEDICINE & DENTISTRY 

Bertha Garcia Dentistry July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2022 

SOCIAL SCIENCE 

Tania Granadillo Anthropology July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2022 

Wolfgang Lehmann Sociology July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2022 

SGPS – SOCIAL SCIENCE 

Jamie Baxter Geography July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2022 

SGPS – IVEY 

Lauren Cipriano Ivey July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2022 

FOR INFORMATION 

3. Results of the Spring 2020 Elections for Membership on Senate

See Appendix 1, Appendix 2, Appendix 3.

4. Senate Membership – Education

The seat held by S. Taylor, representative of the Education constituency, has been declared vacant as a
result of a temporary leave and Paul Tarc has been elected to fill this vacancy for the term (July 1, 2020 –
June 30, 2021), in accordance with the procedure for the Filling of Mid-Year Vacancies and Appointment
of Alternates outlined in the Senate Election Procedures.
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FOR INFORMATION 
 
Results of the Spring 2020 Elections for Membership on Senate 
 

1. Distribution of Senate Seats that were filled by Elections, Acclamations, or Remain Vacant to be Filled in 
Accordance with Senate Election Procedures 
 

 
 

 
 

2. Results of the Spring 2020 Elections for Membership on Senate – Faculty and Staff Constituencies 
 

CONSTITUENCY REQUIRED LAST 
NAME 

FIRST 
NAME 

DEPARTMENT STATUS 

FACULTY 

Arts & Humanities 3 McMurran Mary Helen English & Writing  Acclaimed 

  Vacant   Vacant 

  Vacant   Vacant 

Business 1 Radcliffe Vaughan  Acclaimed 

Education 1 Vacant   Vacant 

Engineering 1 Jenkyn Thomas Mech. & Materials Acclaimed 

Health Sciences 2 Smye Victoria Nursing Acclaimed 

  Vacant   Vacant 

FIMS 1 Vacant   Vacant 

Law 1 Langille Joanna  Acclaimed 

Medicine & Dentistry 3 Dekoter Rodney Micro. & Immuno. Acclaimed 

  Gros Robert Phys. & Pharm. Acclaimed 

  Vacant   Vacant 

Music 1 Cuciurean John Research & Comp. Acclaimed 

Science 3 Barmby Pauline Physics & Astro. Elected 

  Minac Jan Mathematics Elected 

  Yeung Ken Chemistry Elected 

Social Science 3 Brou Daniel DAN Management Acclaimed 

6%
(1 seat)

72%
(13 seats)

22%
(4 seats)

Student Constituencies 
(Undergraduate and Graduate)

Elected Acclaimed Vacant

15%
(4 seats)

42%
(11 seats)

42%
(11 seats)

Faculty and Staff Constituencies 

Elected Acclaimed Vacant
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  Vacant   Vacant 

  Vacant   Vacant 

SGPS – Business 1 Vacant   Vacant 

SGPS – Education  1 Vacant   Vacant 

SGPS – Health Sci. 1 Health  Matthew Kinesiology Acclaimed 

SGPS – Science 1 Corrigan John Chemistry Acclaimed 

SGPS – Social Sci. 1 Vacant   Vacant 

STAFF 

 1 Kelly Grace Research Western Elected 

 
The Simply Voting certified results for the elections for the Faculty – Science Constituency and Staff 
Constituency are attached as Appendix 1.  
 

3. Results of the Spring 2020 Elections for Membership on Senate – Undergraduate and Graduate Student 
Constituencies 
 

CONSTITUENCY REQUIRED LAST 
NAME 

FIRST 
NAME 

FACULT/DEPT STATUS 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 

Arts & Hum/FIMS/Music 1 Walters Tyrese Music Elected 

Social Science 2 Migrated to At-Large for 2020 

  Migrated to At-Large for 2020 

Science  
(incl. BMSc 1 & 2) 

2 Pahargarh Artika Science Acclaimed 

  Migrated to At-Large for 2020 

Bus/Edu/Engg/Law 1 Harasym Christopher Law Acclaimed 

Health Sciences 1 Al-Shamil Zain Kinesiology Acclaimed 

Medicine & Dentistry 
(incl. BMSc 3 & 4) 

1 Garabedian Mark Neuroscience Acclaimed 

Brescia/Huron/King’s 2 Ricker Libby Brescia Acclaimed 

  Nestico Nicholas Huron Acclaimed 

At-Large 4 + 3 
(migrated) 

Ghattas Lina Schulich Acclaimed 

  Kennedy Riley Social Science Acclaimed 

  Rozovsky Aidan Social Science Acclaimed 

  Tan Anthony Social Sci/Ivey Acclaimed 

  Thomlinson Parker Ivey Acclaimed 

  Train Zachary Social Science Acclaimed 

  Vacant   Vacant 

GRADUATE STUDENTS 

 4 Gifford Georgina Women’s Studies Acclaimed 

  Vacant   Vacant 

  Vacant   Vacant 

  Vacant   Vacant 

 
The Simply Voting certified results for the election for the Arts and Humanities/FIMS/Music 
Undergraduate Senator are attached as Appendix 3. 
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January 30, 2020

Western University Secretariat
Western University
Room 4101, Stevenson Hall
London, ON
N6A 5B8 Canada

To Whom It May Concern:

The following election results are certified by Simply Voting to have been securely processed and accurately
tabulated by our independently managed service.

Respectfully yours,

Brian Lack
President
Simply Voting Inc.

Results - Senate - Faculty and Staff - Jan 2020
Start: 2020-01-28 08:00:00 America/Toronto
End: 2020-01-29 20:00:00 America/Toronto
Turnout: 512 (16.7%) of 3070 electors voted in this ballot.

Senate - Faculty Constituency - Science Constituency - 3 Positions Electable

Restricted to FOS

Option Votes
BARMBY, Pauline, Physics & Astronomy 48 (35.6%)
YEUNG, Ken, Chemistry 33 (24.4%)
MINAC, Jan, Mathematics 22 (16.3%)
BASU, Shantanu, Physics & Astronomy 17 (12.6%)
ZITIKIS, Ricardas, Statistics & Actuarial Sciences 15 (11.1%)

VOTER SUMMARY
Total 55
Abstain 0 (0.0%)

Senate Agenda 
March 13, 2020
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Senate - Staff Constituency - At Large - 1 Position Electable

Restricted to STAFF

Option Votes
KELLY, Grace, Research Western 178 (39.1%)
SMITH, Chris, Office of the Registrar 130 (28.6%)
MORAN, Rodger, Schulich Medicine & Dentistry 80 (17.6%)
BASILE, Erika, Research Western 67 (14.7%)

VOTER SUMMARY
Total 457
Abstain 2 (0.4%)
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February 7, 2020

Western University Students' Council
340 UCC Building
Western University
London, ON
N6A3K7 Canada

To Whom It May Concern:

The following election results are certified by Simply Voting to have been securely processed and accurately
tabulated by our independently managed service.

Respectfully yours,

Brian Lack
President
Simply Voting Inc.

Results - Western Senate 2020
Start: 2020-02-04 08:00:00 America/Toronto
End: 2020-02-05 20:00:00 America/Toronto
Turnout: 319 (13.1%) of 2428 electors voted in this ballot.

Arts and Humanities / FIMS / Music Senator

Restricted to A;IMS;MU

Option Votes
WALTERS, Tyrese 191 (62.0%)
BERLIN-BROMSTEIN, Reese 117 (38.0%)

VOTER SUMMARY
Total 319
Abstain 11 (3.4%)

Senate Agenda 
March 13, 2020
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UNIVERSITY RESEARCH BOARD 

Contents Consent Agenda 

URB Report (February 2020) No 

FOR INFORMATION 

1. URB Report (February 2020)

S. Prichard, Acting Vice-President (Research) will present the URB Report (February 2020) contained in
Appendix 1.
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URB Report | February 2020 
Dr. Sarah Prichard, Acting Vice-President (Research) 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) 

CIHR Fall 2019 competition results, released are indicated below.  Western researchers did very well. 

National – 18 % success rate (2183 submitted; 385 awarded) 
Western – 23 % success rate (64 submitted; 15 awarded) 

Western Strategic Support Program 

The 2019-2020 Report on the Western Strategic Support program is complete. Based on the data below, 
investments made through the WSS programs are providing support and incentive to our community to 
participate in Tri Council granting competitions. 

Summary: 

Note: There are faculty matching funds for the CIHR and NSERC competitions. For SSHRC competition, VPR 
provides total funding 
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Western Strategic Support for CIHR Success 

In relation to the WSS for CIHR Success internal funding program, success is defined as a principal 
investigator that received WSS funding, and then applied for and received a CIHR grant within a two- year 
time period, which is the objective of the internal funding program.  

Western Strategic Support for NSERC Success 

In relation to the WSS for NSERC Success program, success is defined as a principal investigator that 
received WSS for NSERC Success funding, and then applied for and received a NSERC grant within a two- 
year time period, which is the objective of the internal funding program.  
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Western Strategic Support for SSHRC Success 

In relation to the WSS for SSHRC Success program, success is defined as a principal investigator that 
received WSS for SSHRC Success funding, and then applied for and received a SSHRC grant within a two- 
year time period, which is the objective of the internal funding program.  
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Other Research Business 

In consultation with the Associate Deans (Research), our Small Grant VPR program has been revised to 
enable individuals or groups to receive support for activities that will extend our research capacity. With 
the support of this program, a research creation event was held on January 21 in the music building. 
Thanks to Emily Ansari for leading the organization of the event and to all the participants for making it 
such a success. An additional six awards have gone to the faculties of Science (1), Music (2), Arts & 
Humanities (2) and Social Science (1). 

The New Frontiers in Research Fund (NFRF) Transformation call for grants resulted in 11 teams coming 
forward to pitch their proposals. As per the guidance of the program, these proposals were 
interdisciplinary and included members of our community from all faculties. This high participation rate 
and level of engagement is a good indication of our ability to work in interdisciplinary teams which will 
increasingly be necessary for Western to compete successfully. 

Western submitted 6 Canadian Foundation for Innovation (CFI) grants with total value of ~$56m 

SSHRC submissions in 2020:  

a. 22 Insight Development Grant applications
Previous years’ IDG application numbers: 

2017: 15 

2018: 15 

2019: 27 

b. 5  Connection Grant applications
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that the inclusion of three BME program options in the Academic Calendar on top of the four concurrent 
degree options was creating confusion among the first cohort of students about the courses in which they 
should be registering. 
 
The present recommendation will eliminate those problems by simplifying the Academic Calendar 
description for Biomedical Engineering. No changes are being made to the BME concurrent degree options 
in CBE, ECE, MME, and MSE, so this proposal does not alter the academic requirements for any student 
currently enrolled in BME. 
 

3. School of Graduate and Postoctoral Studies: Introduction of a Graduate Diploma (GDip) in 
Pathology and Laboratory Medicine 

 
Recommended: That the new Graduate Diploma (GDip) in Pathology and Laboratory Medicine be 

introduced in the School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, effective 
September 1, 2020, as shown in Appendix 4. 

 
Background 
This proposal addresses an emerging gap and an important market for a one-year, research-intensive, 
graduate diploma training program. The proposed program will bridge undergraduate and advanced 
graduate training for students, enhance international enrolment in the department and at Western, and 
facilitate new research collaborations and opportunities for our faculty. 
 
The cornerstone of the Diploma program will be a 1-year individual research project at the graduate level.  
The scope and intensity of the research project will be identical to one year of the currently offered MSc 
and PhD programs by the department. In addition to developing and expanding research skills, students 
will enroll in courses specifically designed to introduce them to research terminology, theoretical research 
underpinnings, modern experimental models of human disease, and critical appraisal of scientific 
literature. 
 
The proposed Graduate Diploma fills an emerging gap for students interested in advancing their research 
skills, which undoubtedly will afford them better opportunities at professional programs and other 
advanced graduate training programs.   
 

4. School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies: Introduction of a Collaborative Graduate 
Specialization in Music Cognition 
 
Recommended: That a new Collaborative Graduate Specialization in Music Cognition be 

introduced effective September 1, 2020, as shown in Appendix 5. 
 
Background 
Many students pursuing undergraduate degrees in music or psychology have an interest in music 
cognition, and during the IDI, Music has been contacted by several prospective students who would be 
interested in pursuing this collaborative specialization at Western. The Faculty will be able to recruit 
students from various institutions, who hold either a B.Mus. or a B.A. or B.Sc. in psychology.  
Western’s graduate collaborative specialization in music cognition will be attractive to potential students 
for several reasons: for example, the opportunity to work with leading scholars in the field, at a campus 
with excellent facilities for research and music performance. For many prospective students, the flexible 
structure of the collaborative specialization will be central. They will be able to participate fully in an 
existing degree program of their choice, while also benefiting from cross-disciplinary connections. This will 
produce graduates who are experts in their own fields and also experts in interdisciplinary communication 
and collaboration. Given widespread interest in music cognition (within academia and the public at large), 
these graduates will be well placed to contribute to understanding of music’s role in human cognition. 
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5. School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies: Revisions to the Master of Arts (MA) in Musicology 
and the Master of Arts (MA) in Music Theory 
 
Recommended: That the Master of Arts (MA) in Musicology and the Master of Arts (MA) in 

Music Theory be revised as shown in Appendix 6, effective September 1, 
2021. 

 
Background 
The current 5-term MA in Musicology and 5-term MA in Music Theory will be transformed into 3-term (1-
year) programs that remove both the course-based and thesis options of the current programs. The new 
programs will enable students to complete a Master’s degree in a single 12-month year, including both 
coursework and a research component. The new programs will require 5 half courses to be completed in 
the Fall and Winter terms and a MA Research Project to be completed in the Summer term. 
The new required half course, Introduction to Music Research, will bring students in music theory and 
musicology together, reinforcing the strong links between these fields, and prepare students for the MA 
Research Project at the conclusion of the program. The Introduction to Music Research course will also 
be available to students outside music theory and musicology. 
 
This modification will reinvigorate the MA in Musicology and the MA in Music Theory by making both 
programs a more intensive experience for students who will complete the MA in 3 terms instead of 5. 
Western will be the first University in Canada to offer a 1-year MA in Musicology and a 1-year MA in 
Music Theory. 

 
The proposed new program is similar to a number of one-year MA programs at Western that consist of 
courses in Fall and Winter and a research paper in the Summer. 

 
The program Learning Outcomes will not be changed. 
 

6. School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies: Revisions to the Master of Clinical Science (MClSc), 
Communication Sciences and Disorders, Audiology Field 

 
Recommended: That the Master of Clinical Science (MClSc), Communication Sciences and 

Disorders, Audiology field be revised as shown in Appendix 7, effective 
January 1, 2020. 

 
Background 
This proposal seeks to eliminate COMMSCI 9524 (Professional Practice IV) from the MClSc  
Communication Sciences and Disorders program in the field of  Audiology, reducing the number of 
required non-practicum courses from 25 to 24. 
 
Due to ongoing streamlining of curriculum, COMMSCI 9524U has become redundant because its content 
is now covered in COMMSCI 9535A [Aural (Re)Habilitation I] and 9536B [Aural (Re)Habilitation II].  
Students will benefit from a reduced course load (24 instead of 25 non-practicum courses), while still 
receiving all content covered presently and still exceeding the minimum course hours required for 
professional registration. 
 
The proposed change was communicated to current students for comment via their representatives on 
the School Council and Graduate Program Committees. Subsequently, no current students indicated that 
they wish to complete the current program requirements rather than the proposed (reduced) 
requirements.   
 
This course is only open to students in our MClSc and MClSc/PhD. programs in the field of Audiology. 
Students in the combined MClSc/PhD. program in Audiology/Hearing Science (Health and Rehabilitation 
Sciences Graduate Program), who have also been required to take 9524 in addition to 9535 and 9536 will 
also benefit from the reduced coursework. 
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7. School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies: Revisions to the Master of Clinical Science (MClSc),
Advanced Health Care Practice, Manipulative Therapy Field

Recommended: That the Master of Clinical Science (MClSc), Advanced Health Care 
Practice, Manipulative Therapy field be revised as shown below, 
effective September 1, 2020. 

Current Program Proposed Change(s) 

Field Name: Manipulative Therapy 

There would be no other change within 
the field other than the name change. 

Field Name: Comprehensive 
Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy 

The proposed name of the field more accurately 
reflects the broader scope of the curriculum 
currently provided within this field 

Background 
This proposal seeks to change the field name of Manipulative Therapy to Comprehensive 
Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy. 

The School of Physical Therapy, Faculty of Health Sciences suggests the field name, “Comprehensive 
Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy” implies the program is intended for licensed Physical Therapists. 
Alternatively, Western’s Collaborative Specialization in Musculoskeletal Health Research (CMHR) 
targets a much broader group of trainees doing various types of musculoskeletal research and enrolled 
in several different thesis-based graduate programs at Western. Consultation has taken place with co-
directors of CMHR (Drs. Birmingham and Sequin) who confirm there is little likelihood that changing the 
field name from Manipulative Therapy to Comprehensive Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy would 
adversely affect CMHR. However, there may be opportunities for collaboration between programs. For 
example, Physical Therapists in the Manipulative Therapy Field have attended CMHR / Bone and Joint 
Institute sponsored events. Trainees in CMHR and the Manipulative Therapy Field have previously 
participated as co-investigators on clinical research projects. 

The name Manipulative Therapy reflects the skill learned within the field and not the 
pedagogy of client-centered musculoskeletal care that involves clinical reasoning, advanced 
research knowledge, behavior modifications and self-management education necessary for 
the application of a manipulative therapy skill within the greater comprehensive knowledge of 
musculoskeletal physiotherapy assessment and management. 

8. Don Wright Faculty of Music: Renaming of the Bachelor of Musical Arts (BMusA) and Bachelor of
Musical Arts (Honours Music) programs as the Bachelor of Music and Bachelor of Music
(Honours)

Recommended: That effective September 1, 2020, the Bachelor of Musical Arts (BMusA) and 
Bachelor of Musical Arts (Honours Music) be renamed to the Bachelor of Music 
and Bachelor of Music (Honours), and, 

That all related references to the Bachelor of Musical Arts (BMusA) degree, 
modules and courses in the Academic Calendar be revised to reflect this change, 
and, 

That all students currently enrolled in any BMusA program or combined program 
that includes the BMusA degree, be transferred effective September 1, 2020 into 
a BMus degree program (with Honours as appropriate). 
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CURRENT CALENDAR COPY 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20781&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID= 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20782&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID= 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=21310&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID= 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=21313&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID= 
 
Background 
This proposed withdrawal of the Bachelor of Musical Arts and the Bachelor of Musical Arts (Honours 
Music) programs and the concurrent introduction of the new programs Bachelor of Music and Bachelor of 
Music (Honours) is, in effect, a name change for the program; the curricular content of the program itself 
will remain unchanged from its current configuration.  
 
The concept of a Bachelor of Musical Arts is now a dated and demonstrably opaque name for an 
academic program which has evolved significantly since its inception as a four-year baccalaureate in 
1970. At that time the name was intended to distinguish the program from a Bachelor of Music which 
placed emphasis on music making as a component of the degree. Since then the degree streams (BMus 
& BMusA) have evolved significantly and the current BMusA programs are simply BMus programs in 
which students do not specialize in a sub-discipline of the field (such as Theory or Composition or 
Performance or Music Education, for instance). But the current BMusA students share the first two-year 
core Music courses with the BMus students, and they now take music performance classes as part of 
their degree (required in years 1-2, optional in years 3-4, just like the BMus students in Composition, 
History or Theory).  
 
Despite experiencing strong growth in student enrolments since its inception, the Bachelor of Musical Arts 
program has been hindered nonetheless by its name, not only when recruiting prospective students, but 
when conveying to prospective employers or graduate programs the strong parallels that exist between 
the Bachelor of Musical Arts and Bachelor of Music programs. A Bachelor of Music degree is already well 
understood in the field and more accurately reflects the curriculum’s emphasis on music-making which 
has been integral to the program’s curriculum development for the past several decades.  In addition to 
reflecting more accurately its curriculum content, due its open-ended nature, the name Bachelor of Music 
will highlight the program’s multi-sub-disciplinary structure which, in contrast to conventional specialized 
BMus programs (such as those listed earlier), provides students with a strong foundation in music, in 
addition to generalist musical skills and competencies. 
 

9. Brescia University College: Revisions to the Honours Specialization, Specialization, and Major in 
Food Management and Marketing 
 
Recommended: That the Honours Specialization, Specialization and Major in Food Management 

and Marketing at Brescia University College be revised as shown in 
Appendix 8, effective September 1, 2020.  
 

Background 
These updates are required in order to incorporate the newly introduced MOS 4427A/B (Food Marketing). 
The modules are only offered at Brescia University College.  
 
  

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20781&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20782&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=21310&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=21313&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID
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10. Huron University College: Introduction of a Minor in Chinese History 
 
Recommended: That effective September 1, 2020, a new Minor in Chinese History be 

introduced at Huron University College, as shown below. 
 

NEW CALENDAR COPY 
 

MINOR IN CHINESE HISTORY 
 
Admission Requirements 
Completion of first-year requirements, including at least 0.5 course in History 
 
Module: 
4.0 courses: 
 
3.0 courses from: History 2601E, 2603E, 2605E, 2610F/G, 2615F/G, 3615F/G, 4605E, 4606F/G, 
4611F/G. 
1.0 course from: Chinese 2242F/G, 2243F/G, 2244F/G, 2245F/G, 2246F/G, 2601A/B, 2602A/B, 2247F/G, 
2650F/G, 2651F/G, 3650F/G, 3651F/G, 3652F/G, 3653F/G, 3654F/G, 3655F/G. 
 
 
Background 
The proposed minor will expand history program offerings at Huron University College and cater to the 
student demand to study the history of China which is increasingly looming large in the 21st-century 
world. 
 

11. King’s University College: Revisions to the Admission Requirements of the Honours 
Specialization, Major, and Minor in French Langauge and Literature, and the Specialization in 
French Studies 
 
Recommended: That the admission requirements of the Honours Specialization, Major, and Minor 

in French Language and Literature, and the Specialization in French Studies at 
King’s University College be revised as shown in Appendix 9, effective 
September 1, 2020. 

 
Background 
The admission requirements are being revised to include French 1999. References to the Department of 
Modern Languages are also removed, as that Department name is no longer being used.  
 

12. Revisions to the “Letter of Permission” Policy 
 
Recommended: That effective March 1, 2020 the “Letter of Permission” Policy be revised as 

shown in Appendix 10. 
 
Background 
This amendment aims to reflect the interests of the Faculties to outline the current practices in obtaining 
course approval from the Department, as well as clarify for students that final approval may differ 
amongst Faculties. 
 
FOR INFORMATION 
 

13. Report of the Subcommittee on Teaching Awards (SUTA) (will be distributed via email) 
 
The Report of the Subcommittee on Teaching Awards (SUTA) – Appendix 11 – will be distributed via 
email prior to the meeting. 
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14. SUPR-G Report: Cyclical Review of the Master of Public Health (MPH) 
 
The following cyclical review of a graduate program was conducted: 
 

Faculty / Affiliates / Program Degree Date of Review 
SUPR-G 
Recommendation 

 
Schulich School of Medicine and 
Dentistry  
 

 
Master of Public Health 
(MPH) 

 
October 21-22, 
2019 

 
Good Quality 

 
The detailed Final Assessment Report and Implementation Plan for this review is attached as  
Appendix 12. 
 

15. New Scholarships and Awards 
 
SCAPA approved on behalf of the Senate, the Terms of Reference for the new scholarships and awards 
as shown in Appendix 13. 
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REVISED CALENDAR COPY 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=21545&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID= 
 

The beginning of the policy remains unchanged 

Progression 
 
Progression Standards 
Students in the Combined HBA/Arts and Humanities Program must meet the progression 
standards of each program. A student who fails to meet the Combined HBA/Arts and Humanities 
program standards in any year must withdraw from the program. However, a student who has 
met the progression standards of either the HBA or Arts and Humanities program will be allowed 
to progress to the next year of that program. If the progression standards of both individual 
programs have been satisfied, the student may continue in either program and may petition the 
School or Faculty whose program was not selected for permission to complete that program at a 
later date. A student who is required to withdraw from the combined program and wishes to 
pursue either of the individual programs or both programs through a concurrent degree, must 
complete all the degree requirements of the individual program or concurrent programs in order to 
graduate from that/those program(s). 
 
HBA: Students enrolled in HBA1 (Year 3) must attain a minimum weighted average of at least 
78%. In Years 4 and 5, students must attain a minimum weighted average of 75% in their 4000-
level HBA courses. 
 
Arts and Humanities Years 4 and 5: Students must attain a minimum average of 75% on their 
modular courses with no mark less than 60% in each one. 
 
Dean's Honor List 
At the Richard Ivey School of Business, students are considered for the Dean's Honor List during 
their first year of HBA. Students enrolled in Years 4 and 5 of the combined program are 
considered for the Dean's Honor List in Year 5 only. Only grades obtained in 4000-level Business 
courses will be used in calculating averages for the purpose of determination of Dean's Honor 
List standing. Courses taken outside the Business School are excluded. Calculations for Ivey 
Scholar and Gold Medals are completed in the same way. 
 
In Arts and Humanities, students will be considered for the Dean's Honor list in Years 1 and 2 
according to the normal criteria (minimum 80% average on 5.0 courses with no failures). Students 
enrolled in Years 4 and 5 will be considered for Dean's Honor list in Year 5 only by considering all 
Arts and Humanities courses taken in Years 4 and 5 (minimum 80% average on 5.0 courses with 
no failures). 
 
Related Information 
 
Graduation 
Upon completion of this Combined Program, students will receive an Honors BA degree and a BA 
in Honors Business Administration. 
 
Graduation with Distinction 
Eligibility to graduate “With Distinction” for each degree is determined by each Faculty. 
 
Dean’s Honour List 
Undergraduate Combined Degree Programs 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=4&command=showCate
gory&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID= 
 
 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=21545&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=4&command=showCategory&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=4&command=showCategory&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
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International Exchange Programs 
Students in the Combined Program may be eligible to participate in academic exchange 
programs. Interested students should discuss exchange possibilities with the HBA Program Office 
and with the Faculty of Arts and Humanities Academic Counselling Office. 
 
Fees 
Students pay the prevailing fees as determined by University policy on Combined Programs. 
Contact Registrarial Services (Office of the Registrar) for details. 



REVISED CALENDAR COPY 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Departments.cfm?DepartmentID=169&SelectedCalendar=Liv

e&ArchiveID= 

BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING, SCHOOL OF 
Faculty of Engineering 

ADDRESS: 
Amit Chakma Engineering Building, 
Room 2405 
Western University 

PHONE: 
(519) 661-4288

Website 

The Biomedical Engineering program is offered and administered by the School of Biomedical 
Engineering. The objective of the program is to educate students in the design and analysis of 
medical devices and in the application of the principles of engineering science to solve problems 
in medicine and the biomedical sciences. The program will include an intensive 12- month 
research experience from the Summer term of Year 3 Year 4 through the Winter term of Year 4 
Year 5. The summer portion will optionally be in the form of a paid co-op experience during 
which each student will begin a major project that he or she will continue as a capstone project in 
Year 4 research thesis project in Year 5. Students in the Biomedical Engineering program 
follow the same curriculum for the first year as other engineering students. 

The Biomedical Engineering program must be taken as part of a concurrent degree with one 
of:  
Chemical Engineering Option F,  
Electrical Engineering Option H,  
Mechanical Engineering Option F,  
Mechatronic Systems Engineering Option D.  

Acceptance into one of the above Options does not guarantee acceptance into the 
Biomedical Engineering concurrent degree program. 

Admission to Biomedical Engineering is competitive; meeting the minimum requirements 
does not guarantee admission. Students entering the Biomedical Engineering program 
must have completed the entire first-year and second-year program requirements. Refer to 
the Biomedical Engineering concurrent degree programs below for additional requirements. 

CONCURRENT DEGREE PROGRAMS 
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING AND BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING (OPTION F) 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING AND BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING (OPTION H) 
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING AND BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING (OPTION F) 
MECHATRONIC SYSTEMS ENGINEERING AND BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING (OPTION D) 

Modules/Programs 3 

A. BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING WITH CHEMICAL ENGINEERING FOUNDATIONS

B. BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING WITH ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING FOUNDATIONS

C. BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING WITH MECHANICAL ENGINEERING FOUNDATIONS
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Proposal for a New Graduate Diploma in Pathology and Laboratory Medicine 

 
Overview of Program 
 
The Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine is proposing a new 1-year graduate diploma 
program to provide intensive research training to students at Western University. A prime target audience 
for this program is international students and undergraduate Bachelor of Medical Science students at 
Western University. 
 
Scope of the program and research fields 
 
The aim of the proposed Graduate Diploma program is to bridge undergraduate and advanced graduate 
training, develop and expand trainee research skills, enhance international graduate enrolment, enhance 
the profile of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine and Western University, and facilitate developing 
tomorrow’s scientists who will make significant contributions to the advancement towards the 
understanding of disease. Graduates from the program will have the opportunity to select a diverse set of 
careers including academia, government, and pharmaceutical industry, as is the case for all research-
based graduate students. A cornerstone of the Graduate Diploma program will be the individual, intensive 
basic science research carried out in the laboratory of a graduate faculty member. The scope and 
intensity of the research project will be identical to one year of the currently offered MSc and PhD 
programs by the department. The field of research will depend on the expertise of the supervising faculty 
and may involve investigations at the molecular, cellular, organ level, and whole organism as well as at 
the clinical level. The Department’s research expertise is diverse and includes cancer biology, diabetes, 
transplantation, bioinformatics, stem cells, neuroscience, cardiovascular science, developmental biology, 
and molecular genetics and toxicology.   
 
Goals and Objectives of the Program in relation to the Graduate Degree Level Expectations 
 
The goal of the Diploma program is to introduce students to the research process and to train them in 
obtaining and expanding research skills. Students will learn how to critically appraise published literature, 
identify gaps in knowledge, pose relevant scientific questions, determine the most appropriate technology 
(methodology) to answer these questions, carrying out individual hands-on research to obtain primary 
research data, and learn to appropriately assess research data and draw conclusions. It is anticipated 
that by the time of graduation, students will have demonstrated a general knowledge of the discipline of 
Pathology and a more detailed knowledge of a specific area of current pathology research forming the 
basis of their individual research projects. Obtaining general knowledge in Pathology and research skills 
is provided through formal graduate-level courses, laboratory training, and independent learning.  
 
Another important aspect of the graduate diploma is to develop written and oral communication skills.  
These skills will be developed through in-class presentations and assignments, and participation in 
research seminars hosted by the Department and at Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry.   
 
Program-level Outcomes 
 
Upon successful completion of the Graduate Diploma in Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, students 
will: 
 

1. develop basic knowledge in pathology, including molecular, cellular, biochemical, physiological, 
and pathological aspects of injury and disease. 

2. be familiar with and describe the underpinnings of research methodologies, the ethics of 
research, and the principles of research design. 

3. be able to design and perform hypothesis-driven research in the field of pathology and biomedical 
sciences. 

4. be able to critically appraise scientific literature in specific research fields and boarder subject 
areas associated with field of pathology. 
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5. demonstrate proficiency using research methods and technologies applicable to their individual 

research fields. 
6. display initiative, responsibility and accountability, organization, and proper time management. 
7. demonstrate a professional approach and attitude in class and in research settings. 
8. prepare logical and organized written reports, and oral presentations that effectively communicate 

their research studies. 
9. be aware of the limitations of their research, and knowledgeable of other interpretations, 

methods, and approaches. 
10. recognize the need for continually updating knowledge and staying current with literature. 

 
PROGRAM REGULATIONS AND COURSES 
 
The intellectual development and the educational experience of the student 
 
Since the major objective of the Pathology graduate programs is to bridge basic and clinical research, our 
current students interact on a regular basis with both basic scientists and clinical scientists. For our MSc 
and PhD students, this takes the form of co-/joint-supervision, and in the composition of the thesis 
advisory committee. For Graduate Diploma program, students will primarily work under the direct 
supervision of a faculty member.  However, to achieve our main objective, students will have the 
opportunity and be encouraged to interact with other students and faculty members.   
 
A number of students in our program make use of human tissue samples in the hospital (Tissue Archives 
of the Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine; Tissue Archives of Oral Pathology).  Students 
also participate in the monthly Pathology Grand Rounds and Dr. Robert Zhong Seminar Series where a 
faculty member or an invited speaker presents a case study or their research work. This affords our 
students the unique opportunity to gain basic science and clinical setting knowledge.   
 
Annual Pathology and Laboratory Medicine Research Day 
Over the past few years, our research day has been completely transformed.  One of the major changes 
was including our 4th year thesis students, Pathologists’ Assistant (MClSc) graduate program students, 
and students from the combined Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery MD/MSc program. In addition, we have 
continued to invite high-profile speakers to deliver the keynote address, which is now called the Paterson 
Lecture.  These two changes have already produced the desired outcome: enhancing 
attendance/participation and increasing our research profile.   
 
All graduate students are required to present their research work at the research day. Their presentations 
are evaluated by an invited clinician/scientist from another university and two other faculty members 
serving as judges for the day.  Up to four prizes are given to our graduate students for the best platform 
and poster presentations.  
 
Western Pathology Association 
Western Pathology Association (WPA) provides opportunities to promote interaction and enhance 
collaboration between the students, residents, staff and faculty of Department of Pathology and 
Laboratory Medicine.  As our department is unique in that it contains both clinical and basic sciences 
program, we needed a means for all the members of the various streams in our program to come 
together.  WPA is a student-run organization which promotes such interactions.  In the last two years, 
WPA has organized four career trajectory speaker sessions, 2 workshops on technical skills including 
protein assays and quantitative polymerase chain reaction.  In addition, a number of workshops for both 
undergraduate and graduate students were organized and included Statistical Analysis and Critique of 
Scientific Publications.   
 
  

https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/pathol/research/palm_research_day/index.html
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/pathol/about_us/wpa/index.html
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Admission Requirements 
 
The admission requirement for the proposed Diploma program will be based on our MSc program in 
Pathology and Laboratory Medicine. Applicants must have obtained an undergraduate degree in Science, 
Health Sciences or related fields. Although there are no prerequisites for entry into the program, courses 
in anatomy, biochemistry, histology and/or molecular biology are strongly recommended. A minimum 
academic average of 70% for both domestic and international students during the final two years of the 
undergraduate program is required. Equivalent qualifications may be considered based on the standards 
of the discipline or profession. Applicants with an MSc or PhD degree may also be considered, as well as 
applicants with MD, DDS or MBBS degrees.   
 
English Language Proficiency 
Applicants whose first language is not English must furnish evidence of their proficiency in the use of the 
English language by a satisfactory* achievement within the last two years in one of the following: 

• The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL). iBT (internet-Based Test): The minimum 
acceptable score is 86, with no individual score below 20. PdT (Paper-delivered Test): The 
minimum acceptable total score is 65, with no individual score below 20. [Western's TOEFL ID 
is 0984 

• The International English Language Testing Service (IELTS) of the British Council. The minimum 
acceptable score is 6 out of 9. The IELTS is offered in 6 test centres in the US and 3 in Canada. 

• The Michigan English Language Assessment Battery (MELAB) of the University of Michigan. 
Students must have at least 80 on each of the sections and an overall score of at least 85. 
Arrangements to write MELAB may be made online. 

• The Canadian Academic English Language Assessment (CAEL Assessment). The minimum 
acceptable score is 60. The CAEL Assessment is offered in several countries throughout the 
world as well as Canada. 

• Fanshawe College’s ESL Program. The requirement is graduation from Level 5, Advanced 
Academic Preparation, with a minimum 80% in all components. 
 

Students who are required to present evidence of proficiency in English must make their own 
arrangements to write the TOEFL, IELTS, MELAB or CAEL and to have the official results sent directly to 
the School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies by the testing agency. Those graduates from Level 5 of 
the Fanshawe College ESL Program must provide official proof of graduation. 
 
Exemptions 
Other formal evidence of graduate level proficiency in English may be considered in lieu of these test 
scores. Students must contact the graduate program in order to determine if test scores will not be 
required. A decision will then be made at the discretion of the School of Graduate and Postdoctoral 
Studies for exemption.  
 
Degree Requirements 
 
For the Graduate Diploma, the following are the overall course and milestone requirements: 
 

 Graduate Diploma in Pathology and Laboratory Medicine 
o Expected duration 1 year 
o Program start dates: September 
o Course Requirements 

 1.5 course credits 

• PATHOL 9586 (0.5) 

• PATHOL 9587 (0.5) 

• PATHOL 9588 (0.5) 
o Milestones (Non-course related requirements) including: 

 Research Project (1 full year; 12 calendar months) 
 

http://www.ets.org/toefl
http://www.ielts.org/
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/eli/testing/melab/
http://www.cael.ca/
http://www.fanshawec.ca/programs-courses/international/english-second-language-esl
http://grad.uwo.ca/prospective_students/programs.cfm
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Required Courses 
 
Introduction to Research Methods (PATHOL 9586)  
Pathology 9586G will provide graduate studies an opportunity to develop or advance their research skills.  
This will be achieved through learning basic research language and understanding research ethics and 
appropriate research design.  In-class discussions will focus on research ethics and integrity, use of 
statistics to understand research data, and theoretical exploration of experimental models of human 
diseases. Students will also critically review and evaluate primary literature relevant to their research 
fields. 
 
Emerging Concepts in Health and Disease (PATHOL 9587) 
Pathology 9587 is a multidisciplinary course exploring advanced concepts in the pathogenesis of human 
diseases. Students will learn to critically evaluate scientific literature and emerging themes in select topics 
and present these concepts to peers. Students will emphasize new developments and will give an overall 
view of general mechanisms involved in the pathogenesis. 
 
Graduate Seminar and Research Project (PATHOL 9588) 
This course will provide an opportunity for participants to establish or advance their understanding of 
research through critical exploration of research language, ethics, and approaches. The course 
introduces the language of research, ethical principles and challenges, and the elements of the research 
process within quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods approaches. Participants will use these 
theoretical underpinnings to begin to critically review literature relevant to their field or interests and 
determine how research findings are useful in forming their understanding of their work, social, local and 
global environment. 
 
Milestones (Non-course related requirements) 
 
Prior to starting the diploma program, the prospective supervisor will submit evidence of student research 
support and a project outline (1-page summary of the proposed project with clear objectives) to the 
Graduate Chair. This information needs to be provided prior to making an offer to the student. The 
purpose of this project outline for is to confirm that adequate time will be dedicated to the project and 
program responsibilities, and that the research project can be completed. Students will dedicate most of 
their time pursuing their individual research projects in the laboratory of the supervisor. 
 
Progression requirements  
 
Student progression will be based on course performance and completion of their research project.  Since 
the courses are designed to intricately link the students’ research project to course elements, assessment 
of the adequate performance will be easily made. In addition, students will be required to meet regularly 
with their primary supervisors. Supervisors will submit a 1-page assessment of student’s research 
progress to the Graduate Education Committee.  
 
All students should meet the program’s expectations and responsibilities. The Department of Pathology 
and Laboratory Medicine has specified these expectations and milestones for satisfactory progress 
towards the student’s graduate diploma. Failure to meet these expectations may result in withdrawal of 
the student from the program. 
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Proposal of a New Collaborative Graduate Specialization in Music Cognition 

 
Overview of the New Specialization 
Musical activity combines perceptual, cognitive, and motor skills in real time, and it can offer social and 
health benefits for diverse populations. While psychologists and neuroscientists probe musical activity for 
insights about the human mind and brain, music scholars examine its cultural, pedagogical, and 
theoretical aspects. Musicological arguments can inspire experimental testing, while suggestive empirical 
results prompt musical interpretation and application. Yet these specialized fields are often disconnected. 
Institutions with well-established programs in psychology and neuroscience typically lack comparable 
programs in music, and vice versa. 
 
Western University, however, is a leading research university with strengths in both areas. The Brain and 
Mind Institute supports world-class research and training in cognitive neuroscience. Meanwhile, the Don 
Wright Faculty of Music, with its award-winning scholars and performers, offers both undergraduate and 
graduate degrees in music performance, music education, composition, and various strands of 
musicological research. At Western, then, we have an opportunity to bring together experts from both 
areas, to share findings and encourage new interdisciplinary collaborations. This is also an opportunity for 
Western to lead in learning, offering cross-disciplinary programs to talented students who have an interest 
in both science and music. At most universities, such students have to choose between, say, piano 
performance and cognitive neuroscience. But at Western, we have the resources to provide elite-level 
training in both areas, and this will be distinctive nationally and internationally. It has the potential to raise 
the university’s profile and to attract highly specialized students, from across Canada and the world. 
 
Although graduate students at Western already participate in this interdisciplinary research and benefit 
from co-supervision, there is no formalized program that allows them to combine studies in music and 
psychology or neuroscience. As such, we propose a new collaborative graduate specialization in Music 
Cognition. As in existing collaborative specializations at Western, students would register in an existing 
degree program, at either the Master’s or PhD level. The collaborative specialization would then be added 
to existing degrees as an adjunct qualification (e.g., a PhD in Neuroscience or a PhD in Music (Music 
Education) or a PhD in Music (Music Theory) with a Collaborative Specialization in Music Cognition).  
 
Students in the following graduate degrees would be eligible to participate in this collaborative 
specialization:  
 

• Music – MA, MMus, DMA, PhD 

• Neuroscience – MSc, PhD 

• Health and Rehabilitative Sciences – MSc, PhD (Hearing Science or Speech-Language Science) 

• Health and Rehabilitative Sciences – MClSc/PhD (combined program in Audiology/Hearing 
Science or Speech-Language Pathology/Speech-Language Science) 

 
Students must meet their home program’s usual admissions and degree requirements. For the 
collaborative specialization, students will be required to take at least two half courses from the home 
program’s course requirements, one core course (Cognitive Musicology) and one course outside their 
home unit. Courses in the area of specialization may be considered electives in the home program. In 
programs requiring a major research paper, essay, or thesis, the topic must be in the area of the 
collaborative specialization, and a faculty member associated with the specialization must be involved in 
supervision. Note, however, that both thesis- and course-based graduate programs will be eligible. In 
course-based Master’s programs, at least 30% of the courses, including the core course, must be in the 
area of specialization. Students in one-year Master’s programs will be eligible if the core course is 
available during their single year and if they can meet all requirements of the specialization.  (For letters 
of support from relevant programs, please see the Appendix to Volume 1.) 
 
A Music Cognition Workshop will meet several times per year, and this component of the collaborative 
specialization will serve to bring students and faculty together and build community among the 
specialization participants. The Music Cognition Workshop will be built on a flexible format. Its events will 
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include guest speakers, speakers from Western, and discussion sessions based on relevant journal 
articles.  
 
Participation in the Music Cognition Workshop will be a program milestone, with its completion to be 
assessed by the Director of the Collaborative Specialization in Music Cognition. 
 
With this interdisciplinary collaborative specialization, we aim to position Western as a leading destination 
for graduate studies in music cognition. This vision supports several aspects of Western’s Strategic Plan: 

• The collaborative specialization will contribute to Western’s culture of scholarly excellence, 
enhancing one of our interdisciplinary areas of strength and generating new research outcomes 
(Raising Our Expectations). 

• As an innovative opportunity for advanced interdisciplinary training, it will help to expand graduate 
enrollment and maintain quality. It will combine creative teaching with hands-on engagement in 
research, developing highly qualified personnel with skills in leadership and cross-disciplinary 
communication (Leading in Learning). 

• Because the collaborative specialization will be unique in Canada (and one of only a few such 
programs worldwide), it will attract international students, contributing to Western’s strategic 
commitment to internationalization (Reaching Beyond Campus). 

 
Unique and Innovative Features 

• This collaborative specialization will offer interdisciplinary coursework, lab-based research 
training, and rigorous musical engagement. 

• Students will participate in events stemming from Western’s Music, Cognition, and the Brain 
Interdisciplinary Development Initiative, such as seminar talks and monthly meetings of a Music 
Cognition Workshop. 

 
Professional Development Contribution 
Students who complete the Collaborative Specialization in Music Cognition might pursue varied 
professional goals. They might seek positions in research, teaching, or industry, depending on their 
interests and their home discipline. Yet interdisciplinarity is increasingly important across fields, and it will 
contribute to students’ professional development in varied ways. As part of a diverse cohort, they will 
have access to better networking across fields and will be able to disseminate to broader audiences. In 
other words, they will develop a range of professional contacts and transferable skills. Moreover, the 
Faculty Members in the Collaborative Specialization are committed to supporting the professional 
development of our students and will encourage them to pursue professional-development opportunities 
at Western and beyond (e.g., Own Your Future). 
 
Collaborative Specialization Admission Requirements  
Students in the Collaborative Specialization must meet all admission requirements for their home degree 
program. Additionally, they must submit a Personal Statement, detailing their academic background and 
scholarly interest in music cognition. 
 
TIMELINE AND PROGRESSION 
 
Degree Timeline 

• Students will normally complete required coursework for the collaborative specialization within 
their first two years at Western (with at least one course from the specialization in their first year). 
As noted above, students in one-year Master’s programs will be eligible for the specialization if 
the core course is available during their single year and if they can complete all requirements of 
the specialization in that year. To facilitate this timeline, the core course will be offered at least 
every other year. 

• Additionally, students will participate in the monthly Music Cognition Workshop, starting in their 
first term.  

 
 

http://president.uwo.ca/strategic_planning/index.html
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Collaborative Specialization Timelines 
 

Year Masters’ Degrees Doctoral Degrees 
Year 1 • Complete one course in collaborative 

specialization 
• Participate in Music Cognition Workshop 

• Complete one course in collaborative 
specialization 
• Participate in Music Cognition Workshop 

Year 2 • Complete remaining coursework 
• Participate in Music Cognition Workshop 
• Write and defend thesis on a topic related to 
music cognition (thesis-based programs only)  

• Complete remaining coursework 
• Participate in Music Cognition Workshop 

Years 3 
and 
beyond 

N/A • Write and defend doctoral thesis, related 
to music cognition 
• Participate in Music Cognition Workshop 

 
Progression Requirements 

• First-year progression requirements will involve: (1) successful completion of one course from the 
collaborative specialization, and (2) participation in at least half of the meetings of the Music 
Cognition Workshop. 

• Second-year progression requirements will involve: (1) successful completion of an additional 
course from the collaborative specialization, and (2) participation in at least half of the meetings of 
the Music Cognition Workshop. 

• After their second year, students will continue to participate in the Music Cognition Workshop 
(with exceptions granted, where appropriate). 

• In programs requiring a major research paper, essay, or thesis, the topic must be in the area of 
music cognition. In course-only Master’s programs, at least 30% of the courses must be in the 
area of specialization. Courses in the area of specialization may be considered electives in the 
home program. 

• Every year, each student will submit an annual report to the Graduate Collaborative 
Specialization Committee by April 30. The committee will evaluate these reports, give feedback to 
students on their progress, and communicate regarding the students’ progress to their home 
programs. 

 
Consultation process in the preparation of the proposal 
Our consultation process has involved current graduate students, faculty members, and administrators at 
Western. Students and faculty members participated in sessions about the collaborative specialization, at 
retreats for the Music, Cognition, and the Brain IDI. The first session involved open-ended discussion 
about their ideal goals and requirements for such a program. The second, in 2019, also gave them an 
opportunity to respond to draft materials related to this proposal. Meanwhile, plans for the collaborative 
specialization have been discussed by the IDI’s Steering Committee, and in meetings with Dean Betty 
Anne Younker, Dr. Catherine Nolan (Associate Dean, Graduate Studies), Dr. Kevin Mooney (Chair, 
Department of Music Research & Composition), and the Graduate Committee in the Don Wright Faculty 
of Music. 
 
Relationship to other Graduate Programs in Ontario and at Western 
No comparable programs exist in Ontario. McMaster’s specialization in music cognition is available only 
at the undergraduate level. The University of Toronto offers PhD and MA programs in music and health 
sciences, but while these programs may include courses in psychology and neuroscience, they focus on 
music in therapeutic and clinical contexts. As such, they differ from the proposed specialization at 
Western, which would emphasize a more diverse range of music cognition research and would enhance 
existing graduate programs. 

 
Graduate Courses Offered in the Program 
The table below lists all courses to be offered in the collaborative specialization. The core course in 
Cognitive Musicology will be offered biennially. As such, students in the collaborative specialization will 
have an opportunity to take this course (including those in two-year MA programs, and PhD students with 
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two years of coursework). Other courses will also be offered regularly, enabling students to meet their 
requirements within the expected timeframe of their program of study.  
 
The Cognitive Musicology course will be required for all students in the specialization. It is a new course, 
designed as part of the specialization and not currently offered by any of the partner programs. It may 
serve as an elective in students’ home program. Its course overview and learning outcomes appear 
below. 
 

Overview 
While music scholars examine cultural and theoretical aspects of musical activity, psychologists and 
neuroscientists probe it for insights about the mind and brain. Humanistic and scientific approaches to 
music are often disconnected. This can lead to experiments with flawed stimuli or musicological 
writings with problematic assumptions about perception and cognition. Yet these approaches also 
complement each other: musical questions can inspire empirical studies, and suggestive 
experimental results prompt musicological interpretation and application. In this course, we will 
explore interactions between musicology and the cognitive sciences, from nineteenth-century 
responses to Helmholtz to recent work in music neuroscience. Throughout, we will critically examine 
various aspects of musical activity—as well as the disciplinary lenses through which we study it. 
 
Outcomes 
By the end of this course, students will be conversant with current topics and methods in cognitive 
musicology, and they will have a sense of the field’s history. They will be able to critically evaluate 
scientific and humanistic studies of music perception and cognition. And they will have developed 
skills related to interdisciplinary research and communication. 

 
Besides this core course, students will be required to take at least one additional course from this list, 
which must be outside of their home unit.  
 
In certain cases, graduate students may enroll in a relevant undergraduate course that is outside of their 
home discipline (e.g., Psych 3230F: Cognitive Neuroscience of Music). This option will be especially 
useful for students whose undergraduate degree did not include interdisciplinary experience—though we 
note that undergraduate courses may comprise no more than 1/3 of a graduate student’s program of 
study. 

 

Course Catalogue Number Course Title 
Frequency of 

Course 

Music 9739A/B Cognitive Musicology [core course] Every other year 

Music 9565A/B* Studies in the History of Music Theory IV Intermittent 

 Music 9652A/B* 
Quantitative Research Methods in Music 
Education Every other year 

Music 9583A/B* Psychology of Music and Music Education  Intermittent 

Music 9739A/B* Introduction to Music Research Every other year 

 Psychology 3230F* (or 
cross-listed graduate course) Cognitive Neuroscience of Music Every other year 

 Communication Sciences & 
Disorders 9512A* Acoustics, Perception, and the Auditory Systems Every year 

Communication Sciences & 
Disorders 9615A* / 9625A* 

 Speech Science (9615) 
 Applications in Speech Science (9625, lab) Every year 

Health Sciences 9679Y” 
Research Topics in Hearing and Speech-
Language Science Every other year 

 



https://music.uwo.ca/graduate/ma-musicology.html
https://music.uwo.ca/graduate/ma-musicology.html
https://music.uwo.ca/graduate/ma-music-theory.html
https://music.uwo.ca/graduate/ma-music-theory.html
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Major Modification to the Master of Clinical Science (MClSc), 

Communication Sciences and Disorders, Audiology field 

 
Current Program 
 

Proposed Change(s) 

Current 9524U Course description:  
 
This course will emphasize the role of the 
audiologist in interdisciplinary teams, with a focus 
on collaboration with speech-language 
pathologists. Interprofessional collaboration 
across practice settings will be discussed, as it 
pertains to settings such as educational 
audiology, early intervention programs, and care 
for the elderly. The specific role of the speech-
language pathologist and key areas and contexts 
for interprofessional communication and 
collaboration will be emphasized.   
 
[0.25, winter term] 

9524U no longer offered. 

Current 9535A Course Description:  
 
This course focuses on the theory, practice and 
issues related to the provision of aural 
rehabilitative (AR) services to deaf, deafened, 
and hard of hearing adults. Professional 
competencies, scope of practice, and 
assessment and management techniques will be 
discussed. The role of the audiologist in the 
provision of these services, and in partnership 
with other professionals, and consumer-based 
organizations will be explored. 

Revised 9535A Course Description:  
 
This course focuses on the theory, practice and 
issues related to the provision of aural rehabilitative 
(AR) services to deaf, deafened, and hard of hearing 
adults, including the elderly. Professional 
competencies, scope of practice, and assessment 
and management techniques will be discussed. The 
role of the audiologist in the provision of these 
services, and in partnership with other professionals, 
and consumer-based organizations will be explored. 

Current 9536B Course Description:  
 
This course focuses on the theory, practice, and 
issues related to the provision of aural  
(re)habilitative (AR) services with a focus on 
deaf, deafened, and hard of hearing children. 
Professional competencies and scope of practice 
in the assessment and management of children 
with hearing loss will be discussed. The role of 
the audiologist in the provision of these services, 
and in partnership other professionals, with infant 
and preschool services, elementary and high 
school hearing resource programs, school board 
audiologists, teachers of the deaf and hard of 
hearing, and consumer based organizations will 
be explored. The role of the Deaf community and 
culture, and manual communication acquisition 
by children will be discussed. 

Revised 9536B Course Description:  
 
This course focuses on the theory, practice, and 
issues related to the provision of aural 
(re)habilitative (AR) services with a focus on deaf, 
deafened, and hard of hearing children. Professional 
competencies and scope of practice in the 
assessment and management of children with 
hearing loss will be discussed. The role of the 
audiologist within interdisciplinary teams in the 
provision of these services, and in partnership other 
professionals such as speech-language 
pathologists, with infant and the deaf and hard of 
hearing, and consumer based organizations will be 
explored. The role of the Deaf community and 
culture, and manual communication acquisition by 
children will be discussed. preschool services, 
elementary and high school hearing resource 
programs, school board audiologists, teachers of the 
deaf and hard of hearing, and consumer based 
organizations will be explored. The role of the Deaf 
community and culture, and manual communication 
acquisition by children will be discussed. 

 



https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=21486&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=21486&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=21492&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=21492&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=


https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=21490&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=21490&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=


http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20730&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20730&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20739&Keywords=major%20in%20french%20language%20and%20literature&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20739&Keywords=major%20in%20french%20language%20and%20literature&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20740&Keywords=minor%20in%20french%20language%20and%20literature&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20740&Keywords=minor%20in%20french%20language%20and%20literature&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20741&Keywords=specialization%20in%20french%20studies&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20741&Keywords=specialization%20in%20french%20studies&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID


https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/registration_progression_grad/letterofpermission.pdf
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Master of Public Health 
Final Assessment Report & 

Implementation Plan

Faculty / Affiliated 
University College 

Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry 

Degrees Offered Master of Public Health (MPH) 

Approved Fields 

External Consultants 

Dr. Duncan Hunter 
Associate Professor & Interim 
Head, 
Department of Public Health 
Sciences, 
Queen’s University 

Dr. Kue Young 
Former Dean, 
School of Public Health, 
University of Alberta 

Internal Reviewer 

Dr. Jisuo Jin 
Associate Dean, 
Faculty of Science, 
Western University 

Fanny Leveau 
PhD Graduate Student, 
Department of French, 
Western University 

Date of Site Visit October 21–22, 2019 

Evaluation Good Quality 

Approval Dates 
SUPR-G: January 20, 2020 
SCAPA: March 4, 2020 Senate 
(FYI only): March 13, 2020

Date of Next Review Year of next cyclical review - 2027-2028 

Executive Summary 

During the site visit, the two external consultants and two Western internal reviewers 
interviewed the current teaching faculty members, supporting staff, the entire 2019-20 MPH 
class, and a group of alumni, in additional to the program Director and the Acting Dean of the 
Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry. The overall assessment of the External Consultants 
is that the MPH program is of high quality, as indicated by the high degree of student 
satisfaction despite the high tuition rate, near 100% graduation rate, and general success of 
transition into relevant employment. The MPH program offers a unique life-long career support 
starting from the program itself. The MPH program has built a good reputation since its 
inception only seven year ago, leading to its recent accreditation by the United States Council 
on Education for Public Health, which attests to its high quality. This program is unique in its 
case-based and group-based mode of course delivery, made possible by a team of instructors 
and staff who are dedicated to the success of the program and the students.  

Currently, the one-year MPH program admits a cohort of 50–65 students (out of more than 500 
applicants) each year. This is considered the maximum intake under the current teaching and 
space capacity. Given the success of the current program, the external reviewers advised 
against any major changes.  
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As explained below, the only recommendation by the external reviewers is that Schulich should 
make a serious effort to offer a few scholarships to strong candidates from low-income families, 
so as to help break the formidable financial barrier posed by the high tuition for this category of 
potential students, who are otherwise passionate about public health.  
 
Significant Strengths of the Program  
 
The following program strengths are identified in the self-study and the External Consultants’ 
Report.  
 

• The courses are taught using an innovative, case-based and team-based model, with a 
12-week practicum. This is highly effective in teaching students work-place knowledge 
and skills, especially team-work skills. 

• Course contents and learning outcomes are clearly mapped and defined, and align well 
with the mission and expectations of the program. External reviewers advise against any 
major changes.  

• Competent and dedicated teaching faculty, excellent staff support, and very good 
teaching space and facilities in the Western Centre for Public Health and Family 
Medicine.  

• Program success reflected by its near 100% graduation rate and high employment rate 
and continued high demand (about 50–65 intake per year out of over 500 applications).  

• The program has recently received formal accreditation from the U.S. Council on 
Education for Public Health (CEPH). This accreditation is a strong indication of the high 
quality of Western’s MPH program, thus promoting its reputation. 
 

Summary of the Reviewers’ Key Recommendations and Department/Faculty Responses 

 
 Reviewers’ Recommendation Program/Faculty Response 

1. Recommendations 
requiring 
implementation 

None  

2. Supplementary 
recommendations for 
program improvement 

The high tuition barrier for 
potentially excellent students 
from low-income families be 
mitigated by offering a few 
scholarships from Schulich 

The Program will request dedicated 
financial support from Schulich’s 
Development Office to create two 
scholarships for excellent students 
from low-income families.  

 
Implementation Plan 

 
The Implementation Plan provides a summary of the recommendations that require action 
and/or follow-up. The Graduate Program Chair and/or Department Chair/Director, in 
consultation with SGPS and the Dean of the Faculty will be responsible for enacting and 
monitoring the actions noted in Implementation Plan. The details of progress made will be 
presented in the Deans’ Annual Planning Document.  
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Recommendation 
 

Proposed Action and 
Follow-up 

Responsibility 

1. The high tuition barrier for 
potentially excellent students 
from low-income families be 
mitigated by offering a few 
scholarships from Schulich  

Schulich’s Advancement 
Office to make this a priority 
for fiscal 2020 development 

Dean, and Associate Dean 
of Graduate Studies, 
Schulich School of Medicine 
and Dentistry to ask 
Development Office to make 
this a priority 

 
Other Opportunities for Program Improvement and Enhancement 

• The team-based course delivery model is new and tends to pose challenges for some 
students in each year’s cohort, especially in their early stage of the one-year program 
(note that the site visit took place in Oct. 21–22, about one and a half months after the 
beginning of the 2019-20 class). Interviews with alumni during the site visit indicate that 
students generally adapt well to this mode of course delivery as they progress through 
the two terms, and they spoke very positively about the team work because students 
from Western’s MPH program tend to be well equipped to handle real-world team work 
situations when they transition from students to employees. Such testaments from 
alumni, if brought to new students in the beginning of their program each year, may help 
students become mentally prepared for the team-based approach.  
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Dr. W. Mark Mahn Scholarship (Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry) 
Awarded annually to a full-time Dentistry student graduating from Year 4 of the Doctor of Dental Surgery 
(DDS) program with the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry, who in the opinion of his/her peers, best 
demonstrates a character of empathy, humility, kindness, and integrity, routinely placing patients above 
his/herself. Nominations by peers and faculty can be submitted to the Director’s Office in Dentistry by 
March 31st. The recipient will be selected by the Academic Affairs and Curriculum Committee.  This 
scholarship was established by Dr. Jonathan M. Mahn (DDS 2007) and Mr. David Mahn in honour of their 
father, Dr. W. Mark Mahn. 
 
Value: 1 at $1,500  
Effective Date: 2019-2020 to 2023 to 2024 academic years inclusive 
 
Dr. W. Mark Mahn was a Dentist whose esteem with people, patients, and the community where he 
worked, was based on his people-centred approach to Dentistry. It is given to encourage those traits 
which best reflect the selfless character of Dr. Mahn and the manner in which he cared for his patients in 
a practice spanning forty years. 
 
Meds Class of 2008 Leadership Award (Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry) 
Awarded annually to a full-time student in Year 1, 2 or 3 of the Doctor of Medicine (MD) program in the 
Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry who has demonstrated exemplary leadership and collaboration 
skills either within their class or the greater Schulich community. In order to be considered for this award 
students must be nominated by either their peers and/or faculty. An Online Nomination Form must be 
submitted to the Undergraduate Medical Education Office by March 1st. The Undergraduate Medical 
Education Awards Committee will select the recipient each year from the list of nominations 
received.  This award was established by a generous gift from the Meds Class of 2008. 
 
Value: 1 at $1,000 
Effective Date: 2019-2020 to 2029-2030 academic years inclusive 
 
Western Union Business Solutions International Scholarship (Any Undergraduate Program) 
Awarded annually to full-time international undergraduate students entering first year of any program, in 
any Faculty, based on academic achievement (minimum 80% average). No application is required as the 
Office of the Registrar will offer the scholarship to students based on their final admission average. This 
scholarship is made possible by a generous gift from Western Union Business Solutions. 
 
Value: 2 at $1,000 
Effective Date: 2019-2020  academic year 
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The 2020-2025 Draft Strategic Mandate Agreement is provided in Appendix 1.

2. Vice-Provost’s Annual Report on Faculty Recruitment and Retention February 2020

The Vice-Provost (Academic Planning, Policy & Faculty), Annual Report on Faculty Recruitment and 
Retention February 2020 is provided in Appendix 2. 
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Signing Page  

2020‐2025 Strategic Mandate Agreement  

Signed Between  

WESTERN UNIVERSITY  

And  

Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities  

SIGNED for and on behalf of the Ministry of 
Training, Colleges and Universities by:  

SIGNED for and on behalf of Western University by: 

(Insert Name)  
Deputy Minister 

Alan Shepard 
President & Vice‐Chancellor 

Date  Date 

This agreement focuses on performance/outcomes‐based funding associated with the institution’s 

differentiation envelope and enrolment corridor funding. Special purpose/other institutional grants are not 

included as part of this agreement. Other broader policy issues (e.g., additional graduate enrolment) are also 

out of the scope of this agreement.  

The agreement may be amended in the event of substantive economic or policy changes that would 

significantly affect the SMA deliverables. Any such amendment would be mutually agreed to in writing, dated, 

and signed by both signatories. 
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Introduction 
Preamble 

This  Strategic Mandate Agreement between  the Ministry of  Training, Colleges and Universities  and Western 

University  is  a key  component of  the Ontario government’s accountability  framework  for  the postsecondary 

education system.  

The Strategic Mandate Agreement (SMA):  

 Outlines provincial government objectives and priority areas for the postsecondary education system;

 Describes  the elements of Ontario’s performance/outcomes‐based funding mechanism,  including  the

university’s  annual  performance/outcomes‐based  funding  notional  allocation  for  the  five‐year  SMA3

period;

 Establishes the corridor midpoint that will form the basis of enrolment‐related funding over the five‐year

SMA3 period;

 Supports transparency and accountability objectives through reporting metrics; and,

 Establishes targets for 10 metrics upon which institutional performance will be assessed.

The term of the SMA is from April 1, 2020 to March 31, 2025.  

Ontario’s Objectives  

SMAs  are  bilateral  agreements  between  the  ministry  and  the  province’s  publicly‐assisted  colleges  and 

universities  and  are  a  key  component  of  the  Ontario  government’s  accountability  framework  for  the 

postsecondary  education  system.  This  cycle  of  agreements  is  focused  on  promoting  accountability  through 

transparency and a focus on performance outcomes. The following objectives underline SMA3:   

 Increasing  trust  and  accountability  through  transparency  and  improved  performance  outcomes  in

Ontario’s postsecondary education system;

 Reducing  red  tape  by  striking  an  appropriate  balance between  accountability  and  reporting  through

streamlined processes and a reduced number of metrics;

 Incentivizing colleges and universities to redirect resources and invest in initiatives that result in positive

economic outcomes;

 Encouraging alignment of postsecondary education with labour market outcomes; and,

 Incentivizing differentiation and specialization to support increased efficiencies.
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Institutional Profile  
Word count max: 500 Words 

The ministry  recognizes  the  importance  of  supporting  a  differentiated  system,  and  recognizing  institutional 

specializations, as a means of enhancing efficiencies in the postsecondary education sector.  

Please  describe  how  your  institutional  mission  supports  the  priority  areas  of  the  Ontario  government,  as 

indicated on page 6 of this agreement. 

Institutions are invited to include links to their strategic plans and describe their overall strategic goals as they 

relate to government priorities.  

Please note:  

The inclusion of strategic goals is intended to highlight how priority activities undertaken at an institution help to further its 

mandate. Future aspirations contingent on additional government funding or policy changes should not be included. 

Max Word Count – 500 Words 

Western  encompasses  11  Faculties/Schools  and  three  Affiliated  University  Colleges  (Brescia,  Huron,  and  King’s)  that 

collectively offer a wide array of programs for domestic and international students at the undergraduate, masters, and doctoral 

levels.   As  a  leading  research‐intensive  residential  university, Western  is  known  for  its  commitment  to  the  best  student 

experience, discovery research and innovation, and transforming lives through knowledge mobilization across the disciplines.  

In  total, Western offers over 450 undergraduate degree options  (through  its modular  structure) and 150 graduate degree 

options –  in  foundational programs  in  the Arts and Humanities, Social Sciences, Sciences, Media and  Information Studies, 

Music and professional programs in Business, Education, Engineering, Law, and Health Sciences/Medicine/Dentistry.  

Western’s mandate  –  derived  from  the University  of Western Ontario Act  –  is  to  provide  the  highest  quality  learning 

environment to help students, faculty, and staff achieve their full potential. This, in turn, contributes to Ontario’s prosperity 

and competitiveness in the global economy. 

Our current Strategic Plan – Achieving Excellence on the World Stage – is based on four fundamental strategic priorities:  

1. Raising our Expectations:  Create a world‐class research and scholarship culture

2. Leading in Learning:  Provide Canada’s best education for tomorrow’s global leaders

3. Reaching Beyond Campus:  Engage alumni, community, institutional, and international partners in our Vision

4. Taking Charge of Our Destiny:  Generate and invest new resources in support of excellence

The full Strategic Plan can be found at:  http://www.ipb.uwo.ca/documents/2014_Strategic_Plan.pdf

The Strategic Plan  lists 14 metrics  that are aligned with our priorities. Our performance  in  those metrics can be  found at:  

http://www.ipb.uwo.ca/pi/.  These  metrics  include  two  of  the  SMA3  metrics  outlined  by  the  Ontario  Government 

(undergraduate student graduation rate, tri‐agency funding) and our other metrics are closely aligned with SMA3 objectives, 

including  graduate  time‐to‐completion,  educational  quality,  student  engagement,  internationalization,  and  total  research 

revenue – which includes private sector research funding. 

Western’s performance  in SMA3 metrics  (graduation  rates, employment  rates,  total enrolment – which  is associated with 

economic  impact,  tri‐agency  funding)  are  provided  through  Common  University  Data  Ontario  (CUDO)  at:  

http://www.ipb.uwo.ca/documents/cudo2017.pdf 

Please note that our weightings for the Government’s ten SMA3 metrics assign highest weights for the three metrics that 

were clearly noted on page 18 of our Strategic Plan:  http://www.ipb.uwo.ca/documents/2014_Strategic_Plan.pdf 

 Graduation Rate (item b);  Experiential Learning (item c);  Share of Tri‐agency Funding (item h).

The remaining seven metrics have been given roughly equal weights. 
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Performance/Outcomes-Based Funding 
Notional Annual Allocation 

For the 2020‐2025 SMA cycle, Western University’s annual allocation of performance/outcomes‐based funding 
has  been  calculated  by  the  ministry  in  accordance  with  the  university  funding  model  and  Ontario’s 
Performance/Outcomes‐based Funding Technical Manual. Western University’s notional allocations will not be 
impacted by previous year performance, and will follow a graduated activation plan as follows:   

2020‐21  2021‐22  2022‐23  2023‐24  2024‐25 

Differentiation Envelope  $74,635,282  $106,759,610  $138,883,938  $171,008,266  $187,070,430 

Performance/Outcomes ‐
Based Funding Grant  

$74,635,282  $106,323,518  $136,701,666  $167,079,814  $182,268,888 

*Further details on calculations are available in Ontario’s Performance/Outcomes‐based Funding Technical Manual. The performance/outcomes‐based 
funding grant has been capped at the system‐average annual proportion and residual funding remains part of the Differentiation Envelope. Notional 
allocation represents the Performance/Outcome‐Based Portion of the Differentiation Envelope capped to the system‐wide average. 
**The notional allocations presented above are estimates based on 2018‐19 final operating grant totals.

Institutional Weighting Strategy 

The  performance/outcomes‐based  funding  mechanism  in  this  SMA  enables  institutions  to  assign  metric 
weightings  to  reflect  institutional  strengths  and  differentiated  roles  in  the  postsecondary  education  system. 
Assigned metric weightings will impact performance/outcomes‐based funding on a metric‐by‐metric basis per 
the table below. Metric details are described in the following section.  

Institutional Assigned Weightings & Notional Performance/Outcomes‐based Funding 

2020‐21  2021‐22  2022‐23  2023‐24  2024‐25 

Max 35%, Min 10%  Max 30%, Min 5%  Max 25%, Min 5%  Max 25%, Min 5%  Max 25%, Min 5% 

Metric  (%)   ($)  (%)   ($)   (%)  ($)  (%)  ($)  (%)  ($) 

1. Graduate Employment
Rate in a related field

10%   7,463,528  5%  5,316,176  5%  6,835,083  5%  8,353,991  5%  9,113,444 

2. Institutional
Strength/Focus

15%  11,195,292  10%  10,632,352  10%  13,670,167  10%  16,707,981  10%  18,225,889 

3. Graduation Rate 30%  22,380,584  25%  26,580,880  25%  34,175,417  25%  41,769,954  25%  45,567,222 

4. Community/Local
Impact

10%  7,463,528  5%  5,316,176  5%  6,835,083  5%  8,353,991  5%  9,113,444 

5. Institution‐Specific
(Economic Impact)

10%  7,463,528  5%  5,316,176  5%  6,835,083  5%  8,353,991  5%  9,113,444 

6. Research Funding &
Capacity: Federal Tri‐
Agency Funding Secured

25%  18,658,820  25%  26,580,880  20%  27,340,333  20%  33,415,963  20%  36,453,778 

7. Experiential Learning ‐‐  ‐‐  15%  15,948,528  15%  20,505,250  15%  25,061,972  15%  27,340,333 

8. Innovation: Research
Revenue Attracted from
Private Sector Sources

‐‐  ‐‐  5%  5,316,176  5%  6,835,083  5%  8,353,991  5%  9,113,444 

9. Graduate Employment
Earnings

‐‐  ‐‐  5%  5,316,176  5%  6,835,083  5%  8,353,991  5%  9,113,444 

10. Skills & Competencies* ‐‐  ‐‐  ‐‐  ‐‐  5%  6,835,083  5%  8,353,991  5%  9,113,444 
The ministry will calculate the dollar value for each assigned metric weight provided by the institution and populate the table above. *The Skills & Competencies metric for all 
institutions will be weighted at 5% starting in year 2022‐23 for participation and posting of results online. Institutions should provide their metric weightings in tab 3 of the SMA3 
Metric and Data Workbooks. The ministry will complete the table above before agreements are signed in March 2020 using the information provided in the workbook.
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Priority Areas and Performance Metrics 
Summary  

To support improved performance in key areas aligned with the Ontario government’s priorities and objectives, 
the targets will be set against metrics that measure institutions’ effectiveness in addressing the evolving needs 
of the labour market, enhancing the skills and competencies of our students, and supporting a postsecondary 
education system that strengthens Ontario’s economic competitiveness. 

The combination of established targets and assigned metric weightings will be used for institutional assessment 
of performance through the SMA3 Annual Evaluation process. 

Skills & Job Outcomes  

This  priority  area  seeks  to  measure  and  evaluate  the  university’s  role  in  supporting  student  and  graduate 
outcomes and alignment with Ontario’s economy. Metrics measure institutional commitment to areas of strength 
and  specialization;  students’  preparation  with  the  skills  essential  for  employment;  experiential  learning 
graduates; credential achievement; and positive labour‐market outcomes for graduates, through the following 
performance indicators:  

 Graduate Employment Rate in a related field

 Institutional Strength/Focus

 Graduation Rate

 Graduate Employment Earnings

 Experiential Learning

 Skills & Competencies

Community & Economic Impact  

This priority area seeks to measure and evaluate the university’s role in supporting Ontario’s economy. Metrics 
measure the attraction of federal research funding; funding from private sector sources; the positive economic 
impact  on  local  economies  brought  by  students  at  an  institution,  and  the  differentiated  ways  institutions 
demonstrate economic impact, through the following performance indicators:  

 Community/Local Impact

 Institution‐Specific Metric (Economic Impact)

 Research Funding & Capacity: Federal Tri‐Agency Funding Secured

 Innovation: Research Revenue Attracted from Private Sector Sources

Productivity, Accountability & Transparency 

To support  the Ontario Government’s objective of enhanced transparency and accountability,  institutions will 
provide reporting data in the following areas which will not be tied to performance funding: 

 Faculty Workload

 Faculty Compensation
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Skills & Job Outcomes 
Performance Metrics: Strategy Narrative  

Metrics will  be  activated over  three  years  as new data  is  collected and  validated.  For  2020‐21 performance 
targets  are  calculated  by  using  historical  data  as  per  the  Performance/Outcomes‐based  Funding  Technical 
Manual.  

For  metrics  being  activated  for  performance/outcomes‐based  funding  in  2021‐22,  the Ministry  of  Training, 
Colleges and Universities will establish targets using the process described in the Performance/Outcomes‐based 
Funding Technical Manual.  

For  the remainder of  the SMA3 cycle,  targets will be calculated annually as per  the Performance/Outcomes‐
based  Funding  Technical Manual  using  the most  recent  historical  data  available  for Western University  and 
included  as  part  of  the  SMA3  Annual  Evaluation  process  for  performance/outcomes‐based  funding.  (See 
appendix for details regarding historical data and annual targets).  

For the Skills and Competencies metric being activated for performance/outcomes‐based funding in 2022‐23, 
the  Ministry  of  Training,  Colleges  and  Universities  will  apply  a  ‘participation  weighting’  of  5%  of  annual 
performance/outcomes‐based funding notional allocation for all institutions. Institutional targets will not be set 
for  this metric  in  SMA3. Participation will  be  validated and  included as part  of  the  SMA3 Annual  Evaluation 
process for performance/outcomes‐based funding. 

In the narrative sections below, institutions are invited to describe their planned performance outcomes against 
the metrics, and to contextualize their weighting strategy. 
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Graduate Employment Rate in a related field 
Proportion of graduates of undergraduate (bachelor or first professional degree) programs employed full‐time who 
consider their jobs either “closely” or “somewhat” related to the skills they developed in their university program, 
two years after graduation 

Activated in 2020‐21 

Strategy Narrative  

Max Word Count – 500 Words  

Western prepares  students  for  rewarding  employment  through multiple means  including high‐quality 

undergraduate programs, co‐curricular learning opportunities and various career counselling supports.  

In professional programs accredited by external bodies (e.g., Engineering and Nursing), graduates must 

demonstrate the knowledge and skills required by their respective profession. Alignment between the skills 

developed in these programs and graduates’ future careers is high (e.g., Nursing graduates are likely to 

work as nurses). There is similar alignment between learning outcomes and career paths for graduates in 

non‐accredited programs  such as Business and Earth Sciences.  In other non‐accredited programs  (e.g., 

Philosophy, History, etc.) graduates develop critical  thinking and communication skills  that are highly 

applicable and transferrable to a wide range of employment and career paths.  

All of Western’s undergraduate programs—professional and academic—align with our  institution‐level 

learning  outcomes.  These  outcomes  include  the  development  of  disciplinary  and  inter‐disciplinary 

knowledge; literacy and communication skills; resilience; aptitude for life‐long learning, global awareness 

and community engagement; critical inquiry and creative thinking skills; and respect for professionalism 

and  ethical  conduct.  Students  also  gain  leadership  skills  through  co‐curricular  learning  experiences 

facilitated by Western. For example, our international community service‐learning initiative has teams of 

students  undertaking  projects  around  the  world  where  they  gain  cross‐cultural  and  communication 

experience. Similarly, our entrepreneurship programs  support hundreds of  students each year  to  form 

startups, with several attracting significant venture capital funding each year.  

Western supports many more programs  like  these with outcomes  that assist students  in applying  their 

knowledge  and  skills  in  a  variety  of  careers. We  also  provide  access  to  effective  career  development 

support, from experiential learning opportunities to career advising, for all our students. By maintaining 

and enhancing this full range of programming, we aim to maintain and improve the University’s overall 

graduate employment rate. By helping students understand more fully the transferrable skills they have 

gained  through  their  studies  and  engagement  in  other  campus  activities,  our  plan  is  to  increase  the 

proportion of our  students who  consider  their  jobs  “closely” or  “somewhat”  related  to  the  skills  they 

developed in their university program two years after graduation. 

Source: Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities ‐ Ontario University Graduate Survey
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Institutional Strength/Focus 

Program Areas of Strength:  Professional, Quasi‐Professional, and Second‐Entry Programs 

Proportion of enrolment (FFTEs, domestic and international, all terms for undergraduate students and Summer and 
Fall terms for graduate students) in an institution’s program area(s) of strength 

Activated in 2020‐21 

Strategy Narrative  

Max Word Count – 500 Words 
Western  encompasses  11  Faculties/Schools  and  3 Affiliated University Colleges  that  collectively  offer  a wide  array  of 

programs for domestic and international students at the undergraduate, masters, and doctoral levels.  Western consistently 

ranks  among Ontario’s  top universities  as  evidenced by high  average  entering grades  and high  student  retention  and 

graduation rates. 

Western’s strategic plan, Achieving Excellence on  the World Stage, emphasizes  the  importance of  internationalization with 

priority given  to attracting students  from diverse countries and promoting global citizenship and awareness among all 

students.  Other key priorities include increasing overall diversity within the student body and developing opportunities 

for interdisciplinary studies within our curriculum.  

We have seen increased interest in professional and masters programs that enable students to accelerate their careers in a 

highly competitive,  technologically disrupted and global  job market. This  is reflected  in our strategic plan’s highlighted 

commitment to teaching transferable knowledge and leadership skills for the 21st century: 

“ Regardless of  their program of  study, undergraduate and graduate  students  should graduate with well‐

developed  critical  thinking  and  communication  skills  requisite  to  any  career.  They  should  also  have 

professional development opportunities embedded in their programs to enable students to explore and acquire 

the kinds of leadership and entrepreneurial skills increasingly in demand in today’s marketplace. Implicit in 

this expectation is that the University and prospective employers have a shared understanding of how different 

degrees prepare graduates for success both within and beyond academia. Professional degree programs have 

long articulated the knowledge and skills their successful graduates acquire, and the same expectation must 

become a higher priority for undergraduate and graduate programs across the disciplines.”  

Program  areas  of  recognized  strength  at  Western  include  Business  and  Management  Studies,  Economics,  Library 

Management,  Nursing,  Philosophy,  Psychology,  and  Sports‐related  subjects.    Our  strategy  will  be  to  maintain  and 

selectively  grow  undergraduate  and  graduate  enrolments  in  professional  and  quasi‐professional  disciplines  such  as: 

business and management studies, computer and information sciences, education, engineering, health professions, law, and 

library sciences.   The positive student outcomes for our proposed areas of strength are consistently demonstrated through 

graduation rates (92%) and employment rates (94% for 6 months after graduation and 97% for 2 years after graduation) – 

which are well above the average for the Ontario university system.  (See: http://www.ipb.uwo.ca/rates.php). 

As part of  this strategy, Western will provide opportunities  for students  to develop  their creativity and communication 

skills, understand the societal importance of equity and ethics, and engage with media, arts and culture.  Western provides 

students  this  breadth  through  the  modular  structure  of  most  of  its  undergraduate  programs,  dual  degrees  with 

opportunities across the university, and co/extra‐curricular offerings provided through Student Experience and the School 

of Graduate & Postdoctoral Studies.  

Experiential and work‐integrated learning is a priority at Western. We will be providing additional resources to support 

students in their career preparation through their involvement in entrepreneurship, leadership development, community‐

service learning, international learning, and participation in the research mission of the university.  

Source: Provided by Institutions, validated by University Statistical Enrolment Report (USER)/Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities  
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Graduation Rate 
Proportion of all new, full‐time, year one university students of undergraduate (bachelor or first professional 
degree) programs who commenced their study  in a given fall  term and graduated from the same  institution 
within 7 years 

Activated in 2020‐21 

Strategy Narrative  

Max Word Count – 500 Words 
Programming and services that support student retention and graduation are a priority at Western.  The success 

of these efforts is evidenced in several measures, including our undergraduate student graduation rate, which is 

among the highest in Ontario and Canada.  

The modular structure of many of our first‐entry programs provides students with flexibility in course selection, 

and even students who change program streams are able to graduate on a normal timeline.  

All students have access to effective writing and learning support services to improve their chances for academic 

success.  

Western also has academic support programming tailored for certain groups of students who may face unique 

challenges  in completing  their degrees,  including  first‐generation and  international students. One particularly 

effective program is the Access Transition Program in support of Indigenous students.  Participants receive one‐

on‐one  academic mentorship,  elder  support,  and  a  range of  culturally  appropriate programming.   Although 

students admitted to the University through this program have lower entering grades than the broader cohort, 

they succeed at nearly the same rate as all other students.  

Building on this success, Western plans to maintain and improve its overall graduation rate.  

Source: University Graduation Rate Data Collections 
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Graduate Employment Earnings:  
Median employment earnings of university graduates, two years after graduation 

Activated in 2021‐22 

Strategy Narrative  

Max Word Count – 500 Words 
Currently there are approximately 225,000 Ontarians who hold degrees from Western, with another 25,000 living 

in the rest of Canada and a growing constituency of graduates who live in more than 100 countries worldwide. 

Regardless  of  their  location, Western  alumni  contribute meaningfully  to  their  local  communities  and  to  the 

provincial,  national  and  global  economies  in  a  plethora  of  substantive  ways,  including  through  gainful 

employment in professional and management careers founded on the knowledge and skills they developed as 

students.  

Western’s  Ivey  Business  School  regularly  surveys  its  graduating  undergraduate  and  Masters  students  to 

determine their employment earnings and time to first job.  Other 2nd‐entry and professional graduate programs 

also (using a localized approach) contact students after graduation to assess employment status. 

We intend to extend similar career support/services functions across the University to provide more information 

to students about employment sector demands and compensation ranges. 

Source: Educational and Labour Market Longitudinal Platform/Statistics Canada
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Experiential Learning:  
Number  and  proportion  of  graduates  in  programs,  who  participated  in  at  least  one  course  with  required 
Experiential Learning (EL) component(s) 

Activated in 2021‐22 

Strategy Narrative 

Max Word Count – 500 Words 

Providing experiential learning opportunities for our students is a priority for Western, and such opportunities 

are embedded in many programs throughout our Faculties, Schools, and Departments.  

Most professional programs have required work placements (e.g., teacher training and the health professions) 

and we are increasing the number of co‐op and internship opportunities available to students.  

An increasing number of courses across all programs are incorporating a community service‐learning component 

in which a significant proportion of the course is devoted to students being placed with a community partner. 

While  benefiting  student  learning,  these  courses  also meet  important  needs  and  service  gaps  in  the  local 

community.  

Western’s Senate has approved a framework for experiential learning that aligns with the principles articulated 

by MCU.  This framework is being applied in an analysis of all of Western’s courses with a view to being able to 

“tag” those that include a significant experiential learning component.  

Western’s Centre for Teaching and Learning offers a multi‐day workshop for faculty members who wish to design 

an effective experiential learning course, and the University’s Community Service Learning Unit assists faculty 

in implementing their experiential learning courses.  We have a robust strategy to increase the number of external 

partners – employers, community organizations, health placement sites – in the development of more experiential 

learning opportunities for students. Western’s longer‐term goal is to see all students participate in at least one 

experiential learning opportunity by the time they graduate.  

Source: Institutions  
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Skills & Competencies: 
Education and Skills Online: Random sample of undergraduate students (domestic and international) 
Activated in 2022‐23 

Description 

Max Word Count – 500 Words 

The Skills & Competencies metric for all institutions will be weighted at 5% starting in year 2022‐23 for participation 
and  public  posting  of  results.  The  ministry  is  exploring  the  administration  of  the  Education  and  Skills  Online 
assessment tool and will provide more details on the process once they are available.  

Western is committed to providing its students with the skills and competencies required to succeed in meaningful 

careers and to advance the economic and social prosperity of Ontario.  

As noted  in the section on Graduate Employment Rate, Western has developed a comprehensive institution‐level 

learning outcomes strategy that applies to all students.  Through the quality assurance process shaped by the Council 

of Ontario Universities’ Quality Assurance Framework, the learning outcomes of all programs align with the broad 

learning expectations of the University.  

The Education and Skills Online  (ESO) assessment  tool may provide a  snapshot of  student  learning.   Given  the 

outcomes of HEQCO’s pilot project implementing ESO, for the results to be most meaningful, it will be important to 

give consideration to participation rates, student effort, and survey sample strategies.  

Western is willing to participate in the ESO assessment process. 
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Economic & Community Impact  
Performance Metrics: Strategy Narrative  

Metrics will  be activated over  three years as new data  is  collected and validated. For 2020‐21, performance 
targets are calculated by using the historical data for Western University. 

For  metrics  being  activated  for  performance/outcomes‐based  funding  in  2021‐22,  the Ministry  of  Training, 
Colleges and Universities will establish targets using the process described in the Performance/Outcomes‐based 
Funding Technical Manual.  

For  the remainder of  the SMA3 cycle,  targets will be calculated annually as per  the Performance/Outcomes‐
based  Funding  Technical Manual  using  the most  recent  historical  data  available  for Western University  and 
included as part of the SMA3 Annual Evaluation process for performance/outcomes‐based funding. See appendix 
for details regarding historical data and annual targets. 

In the narrative sections below, institutions are invited to describe their planned performance outcomes against 
the metrics and to contextualize their weighting strategy. 
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Community/Local Impact 
Institutional enrolment share in the population of the city (cities)/town(s) in which the institution is located 

Activated in 2020‐21 

Strategy Narrative 

Max Word Count – 500 Words 

Not including its Affiliated University Colleges, Western’s main campus spends ~$1.2 billion annually (2018‐19 

dollars) to educate ~34,000 students and employ ~6,200 faculty and staff (FTEs). Combined with an additional $1.3 

billion  in  indirect expenditures related  to university operations made by other organizations and  individuals, 

Western  contributes  significantly  to  the  local  community  and  economy  through  the  employment, goods and 

services it creates. 

In total, Western’s main campus economic impact on the Canadian economy – including direct spending and the 

indirect impact of its capital construction projects, research activities, student expenditures, and visitors spending 

– is estimated to be $2.5 billion per year. Approximately 70% of this impact benefits London and surrounding

areas of the CMA. Western’s expenditures/impact is also estimated to have created approximately 15,500 jobs –

of which, 10,900 are associated with jobs in London and surrounding areas.

The above figures come from an Economic Impact Study by KPMG (January 2015 Report) and reflect only the 

Constituent University’s (i.e., main campus) impact.  Our Affiliated University Colleges add another estimated 

10% in terms of overall spending, increasing total impact to $2.75 billion per year, with 17,050 jobs created. The 

impact on London and surrounding areas would be 70% of these figures – or $1.9 billion and 11,900 jobs. 

Western  contributes  to  the  local  community  in many other ways. Students,  faculty,  staff, and alumni  (which 

number 225,000 in Ontario) participate in local community activities that enrich both their learning experience 

and the quality of  life  in their surrounding community.   Western makes many of  its resources, programs and 

facilities accessible to the community.  Western is home to many public‐ and community‐based partnerships that 

provide health, legal, and educational support services to local citizens.  Led by faculty members, Western also 

undertakes countless community‐based  research projects  that aim  to address some of society’s most complex 

problems such as obesity, dementia, built environment, homelessness and food security, to name but a few. 

Western’s students are a major contributor  to  the  local/regional economy –  in that  the substantial numbers of 

students we attract from outside the local region lead to “direct incremental economic impact” in London and the 

surrounding areas.  For example, over 85% of our incoming first‐year class is from outside the London/Middlesex 

region and over 27% of graduate students are from other countries. 

Source: University Statistical Enrolment Report (USER), Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities, Census Data/Statistics Canada 
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Economic Impact: Institution Specific  

Number of Active Revenue‐Generating Licenses / Option Agreements 

Running total of licenses and/or option agreements (where the dollar value is $1,000 or more) and 

where the agreement is still in full force and effect (i.e. where the term has not expired nor has the 

agreement been prematurely terminated)  

Activated in 2020‐21 

Strategy Narrative 

Max Word Count – 500 Words 
Western’s proposed institutional metric is the number of active revenue‐generating licenses/option agreements 

(where the dollar value is $1,000 or more and where the agreement  is still in full force and effect) as reported 

annually as part of  the Association of University Technology Managers  (AUTM) Canadian Licensing Activity 

Survey.  

Western recognizes the positive impact its research discoveries can have on the provincial economy. Through our 

technology transfer office, WORLDiscoveries® (WD), we draw upon a mix of industry connections, sector‐specific 

market knowledge, and business development expertise to help researchers and local inventors commercialize 

their  discoveries  from  London’s  research  institutions  through  licensing  to  both  established  and  spin‐off 

companies. WD employs various  strategies  to ensure  the number of active  license/option agreements  is, at a 

minimum, maintained year over year.  

WD encourages research that is performed in collaboration with industry or is in response to an industrial need 

that  is  more  likely  to  reach  the  market.  For  example, Westernʹs Medical  Innovation  Fellowship  program 

(https://medicalinnovation.ca/) trains recent PhD/MD graduates to focus on interacting with end‐users to identify 

unmet medical needs. These needs then form the basis of their solution development, which has successfully led 

to numerous patent filings and start‐up companies.  

When a technology is first disclosed, it is evaluated for its marketability and ‘problem to solution’ fit. WD and 

Western uses various market research databases to inform our decisions on which technologies have the highest 

potential of finding a licensee. These databases identify research trends, current market problems, and companies 

working in various technological areas.  

Once  a  technology has been  accepted  into  the WD portfolio,  it  is marketed  to  third parties  through various 

channels  (including WD’s website, social media ads, and a global match‐making platform)  to solicit  feedback 

directly from industry, and to identify interested parties. 

Once an interested third‐party has been identified, WD supports negotiation of the license/option agreement and 

compliance of the agreement through relationship management on behalf of the institution and the researchers. 

This  support helps  to ensure any  technical hurdles or  compliance  issues are effectively managed  in a  timely 

manner thereby decreasing the chance of premature agreement termination and increasing the likelihood of the 

technology reaching the market. 

There  is no  single pathway  to  success  in  technology  commercialization, particularly  given  that much  of  the 

research developed at Western  is  in  its early  stages. However, WD  is  continually  refining  the above  suite of 

strategies to maximize the opportunities for finding development partners to bring Western’s research discoveries 

to market. 
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Source: Association of University Technology Managers (AUTM) Annual Canadian Licensing Activity Survey  

Research Funding & Capacity: Federal Tri‐Agency Funding Secured 
Amount  and  proportion  of  funding  received  by  institution  from  federal  research  granting  agencies  (SSHRC, 
NSERC, CIHR) in total Tri‐Agency funding received by Ontario universities 

Activated in 2020‐21 

Strategy Narrative 

Max Word Count – 500 Words 
Peer‐reviewed Tri‐Council funding is a key measure of research excellence in Canada. Success in securing Tri‐

Council funding plays a critical role in the growth and sustainability of the research enterprise as it is used to 

leverage linked programs, including Canada Research Chairs, Canada Foundation for Innovation, and the Federal 

Research Support Fund which offers vital support for indirect costs of research. It also supports the HQP who 

power much of  the  research enterprise and are  the  future  leaders within academia,  industry and  throughout 

society. 

Given the importance of Tri‐Council funding, Western’s research strategy is focused on increasing participation 

rates and success in grant applications to these agencies. This is achieved by providing professional administrative 

support for grant preparation, and by ensuring Western’s researchers have access to world‐class research facilities 

– including wet labs, human testing labs, and shared core facilities for animal care – and larger, expensive pieces

of  equipment.  Interdisciplinary  research  is  facilitated  by  administrative  support  for  research  centres  and

institutes, which include scholars from multiple Departments, Faculties, and Schools. Faculty member workload

includes  protected  time  for  research,  and  those who  are  successful  in  obtaining  large  grants  are  provided

additional protected research time.

A dedicated centralized team (under the Vice‐President Research) provides strategic grant‐writing expertise for 

large‐scale Tri‐Council grant applications and offers oversight and review related to compliance, budgets, and 

grantsmanship.  Other  team members  offer  specialized  expertise  related  to  plans  for  knowledge  exchange, 

communications, and equity, diversity and  inclusion – all of which are  increasingly  important  to Tri‐Council 

applications. Internal peer grant review, which is particularly important for younger investigators, is encouraged 

and facilitated prior to final submission of a grant. 

Western also has dedicated research officers embedded within its 11 Faculties and Schools. These professionals 

identify  funding  opportunities,  provide  additional  grant‐development  expertise  and  foster  partnership 

opportunities. Research  officers  assist with  some  aspects  of  research  administration.  These  supports  reduce 

administrative burden on  investigators, allowing  them  to  focus on best presenting  the scientific merit of their 

proposals. 

Over  the  past  three  years, Western  has  contributed more  than  $40 million  of  its  own  operating  revenue  to 

programs and initiatives designed to support Tri‐Council success. Examples include: 

 The Western Strategic Support Program enhances capacity and success related  to CIHR, NSERC, and

SSHRC  grants.  These  internal  grants  (one‐time  funding)  target  emerging  researchers,  mid‐career

researchers who do not currently hold external funding and researchers who are preparing  to submit

larger grants.

 The Faculty Research Development Fund is an internal funding program for SSHRC‐focused Faculties

that fosters Tri‐Council participation and success.

 Western’s  SSHRC  Reapplication  Assistance  Program  provides  support  for  highly  ranked,  yet

unsuccessful, applicants requiring additional support to reapply.

Source: Tri‐Agency Institutional Programs Secretariat  
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Innovation: Research Revenue Attracted from Private Sector Sources 
Research revenue attracted from private sector sources 

Activated in 2021‐22 

Strategy Narrative 

Max Word Count – 500 Words  
Western  recognizes  that private sector partnerships  for  research and  its associated  funding  remain  important 

avenues to pursue aggressively.  

Western’s  strategy  is  this  area  is  founded  on  the  principle  of  cultivating  and  fostering mutually  beneficial 

relationships  with  potential  and  existing  partners. We  invest  strategically  in  programs  that  facilitate  such 

connections.  These  relationships  support  partnered  and  contract  research,  intellectual  property  licensing, 

matching funding opportunities and philanthropy, including for endowed research chairs. 

Western also maintains memberships in organizations that support engagement of its investigators, students and 

trainees with private  sector partners. This  includes MITACS, CUTRIC  and SOSCIP,  the  last of which brings 

together  industry  and  academia  to  solve  social,  technical  and  business  challenges  with  high  performance 

computing. These opportunities also provide practical training for HQP and increase business competitiveness. 

In recent years, Western has established new models for successful industrial partnerships, including co‐locating 

global research and development centres with academic research groups. For example, German multi‐national 

LANXESS  (now ARLANXEO)  has  partnered with  Surface  Science Western,  and China Automotive  Battery 

Research  Co.  Ltd.  recently  invested  $10 million  to  establish  a  joint  research  institute within  the  Faculty  of 

Engineering. 

Western  has  opened  collaborative  industry‐academic  facilities,  such  as  the  Fraunhofer  Project  Centre  for 

Composites Research, and has taken a consortium approach with other Ontario universities for industry‐facing 

entities like the Advanced Manufacturing Consortium (a partnership between Western, McMaster and Waterloo). 

Western has also partnered with local companies that have international scope (e.g. Trojan Technologies, which 

has collaborated on various water technology‐based programs for more than 15 years).  

Western  Research  Parks  provides  unique  co‐location  opportunities.  Its  three  campuses  –  the  Advanced 

Manufacturing  Park,  the  London  Discovery  Park,  and  the  Sarnia‐Lambton  Research  Park  –  offer  potential 

industry partners access to space, specialized equipment, opportunities to scale‐up, and expertise of the academic 

community, including students and trainees. They foster an ecosystem that strengthens university‐industry ties 

and serve as hubs for entrepreneurship, particularly in the biotech, IT and manufacturing sectors. Western’s Park 

is home  to more  than  70 private  sector  SMEs,  supported by  an  array of business development  and  support 

services. 

As Western and  its affiliated hospitals’ bridge  to  industry, WORLDiscoveries  (Western’s Tech Transfer Unit) 

works with  local  and  international  private  sector  partners  to  transfer  research  products  and  services  to  the 

community. It also leverages industry connections to establish corporate partnerships for early stage technologies, 

while  promoting  and  supporting  various  granting  opportunities with  industry,  such  as  the NSERC  Idea  to 

Innovation program. 

Source:  Canadian Association of University Business Officers (CAUBO) 
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Productivity, Accountability and Transparency  
Reporting Metrics – Attestation  

This  priority  area  of  the  Ontario  government  supports  the  government’s  goal  of  restoring  trust  in  Ontario's 
finances and promoting accountability through transparency.  

These metrics are not tied to funding, and are used to measure and report on the following indicators: 

 Faculty Activity

 Faculty Compensation

Faculty Activity 

Information regarding Western University Faculty Activity is publicly available by March 31, 2021. 

Faculty Compensation  

Information regarding Western University Faculty Compensation is publicly available by March 31, 2021.  

**NOTE: The ministry will provide further detail on the Faculty Activity and Faculty Compensation metrics 

as part of the bilateral discussions process.** 
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Enrolment Profile    
In  addition  to  the  performance/outcomes‐based  funding  outlined  in  sections  two  and  three,  institutions will 

receive  enrolment‐related  funding  through  a  funded  corridor  ‘midpoint’  to  provide  funding  predictability  to 

institutions. These enrolment corridor midpoints for universities were established as part of the 2017‐20 Strategic 

Mandate Agreements (SMA2), and account for adjustments related to graduate expansion and teacher education 

achieved targets. 

Corridor Midpoint 

For funding purposes 95,075.68 Weighted Grant Units (WGUs) will be the corridor midpoint value for the five‐

year period from 2020‐25 for Western University. Enrolment related funding will be will distributed consistent 

with  this  level of enrolment and subject  to  the  funding  framework set out  in  the Ontario University Funding 

Formula Reform Technical Manual, May 2017, Version 1.0. Funding eligible enrolments are defined by the Ontario 

Operating Funds Distribution Manual.  

2018‐19 Midpoint 
(A) 

2018‐19 Funded 
Graduate Growth 
(Master’s) (B) 

2018‐19 Funded 
Graduate Growth 
(Doctoral) (C) 

2018‐19 Teacher 
Education Growth 

(D) 

2020‐25 SMA3 
Midpoint 
(A+B+C+D) 

  93,034.56     1,092.04    949.08      ‐   95,075.68 
Note: The midpoints presented in this table were established using final 2018‐19 enrolment data. 

Projected Funding-Eligible Enrolments  

Below is Western University’s projection of funding‐eligible enrolments  

Projected  2020‐21  2021‐22  2022‐23  2023‐24  2024‐25 

Undergraduate FFTE  28,449.3  28,591.2  28,734.1  28,878.0  29,022.8 

Master’s FFTE  3,197.4  3,261.3  3,326.5  3,393.0  3,460.9 

Doctoral FFTE   1,349.3  1,376.3  1,403.8  1,431.9  1,460.5 

Total FFTE  32,996.0  33,228.8  33,464.4  33,702.9  33,944.2 

Note: For this table, Fiscal Full‐Time Equivalents should be reported. This includes all terms for undergraduate students and Fall and 

Summer terms for graduate students. 

Projected International Enrolment   

Below is Western University’s projection of funding‐ineligible international student enrolments 

2020‐21  2021‐22  2022‐23  2023‐24  2024‐25 

Undergraduate FFTE  4,725.6  5,198.2  5,717.9  6,289.6  6,918.2 

Master’s FFTE  1,072.0  1,104.0  1,126.0  1,149.0  1,172.0 

Doctoral FFTE   683.0  697.0  711.0  725.0  740.0 

Total FFTE  6,480.6  6,999.2  7,554.9  8,163.6  8,830.2 

Note: For this table, Fiscal Full‐Time Equivalents should be reported. This includes all terms for undergraduate students and Fall and 

Summer terms for graduate students. 
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Federated and Affiliated Institutions 

SMAs are established with the colleges and universities  in Ontario receiving direct operating funding support 

from the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities.  

For the purposes of these agreements the 27 federated/affiliated institutions in Ontario are considered part of 

the primary institution and will not have their own standalone agreement. 

As part of this agreement, the ministry encourages all primary institutions to discuss the impacts of the 2020‐25 

Strategic  Mandate  Agreements  and  performance/outcomes‐based  funding  with  federated  and  affiliated 

institutions.  

The ministry  is  requesting  that  institutions  confirm  that  they have discussed  SMA3 with  affiliated/federated 

partners.   

Attestation Signature  

Information regarding Strategic Mandate Agreements have been discussed with applicable affiliated or 

federated institutions:  Brescia University College, Huron University College, King’s University 

College 

________________________              ______________________

Signature   Date 
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Appendix: Historical Data, Allowable Performance Targets and Annual Results
The following table will be refreshed annually by the ministry to display results from the SMA3 Annual Evaluation 
process and update Allowable Performance Targets (APT) for the current year. 
NOTE: The ministry will complete the table below before agreements are signed in March 2020 using the information in the SMA3 Metric 
and Data Workbook. 

Historical Data 

SMA3 Performance 

2020‐21  2021‐22  2022‐23  2023‐24  2024‐25 

APT 
Actual 
Achieved 

APT 
Actual 
Achieved 

APT 
Actual 
Achieved 

APT 
Actual 
Achieved 

APT 
Actual 
Achieved 

1. Graduate 
Employment  in  a  Related 

Field:  Proportion  of  graduates  of

undergraduate  (bachelor  or  first 
professional  degree)  programs 
employed  full‐time who  consider  their 
jobs  either  “closely”  or  “somewhat” 
related  to  the  skills  they  developed  in 
their  university  program,  two  years 
after graduation

Year Year Year 

2.  Institutional
Strength/Focus:  Proportion  of

enrolment  (FFTEs,  domestic  and 
international,  all  terms  for 
undergraduate  students  and  Summer 
and Fall terms for graduate students) in 
an  institution’s  program  area(s)  of 
strength

Year Year Year 

3. Graduation Rate: Proportion
of all new, full‐time, year one university 
students of undergraduate (bachelor or
first  professional  degree)  programs 
who commenced their study in a given 
fall term and graduated from the same 
institution within 7 years

Year Year Year 

4. Community/Local  Impact:
Institutional  enrolment  share  in  the
population of the city (cities)/town(s) in
which the institution is located

Year  Year Year 

5.  Institution‐Specific 
(Economic Impact) 

6.  Research  Funding  &
Capacity: Federal Tri‐Agency 
Funding  Secured:  Amount  and

proportion  of  funding  received  by 
institution  from  federal  research 
granting  agencies  (SSHRC,  NSERC, 
CIHR)  in  total  Tri‐Agency  funding 
received by Ontario universities

Number: 

Proportion: 

7. Experiential  Learning: 
Number and proportion of graduates in 
programs, who participated in at  least 
one  course  with  required  Experiential 
Learning (EL) component(s)

Number: 

Proportion:

8. Innovation:
Research Revenue Attracted 
from Private Sector Sources: 
Research  revenue  attracted  from 
private sector sources

Year Year  Year 

9. Graduate  Employment
Earnings:  Median  employment

earnings  of  university  graduates,  two 
years after graduation

Year Year Year 

10. Skills & Competencies: 
Participation  in  ESO  assessment  and 
posting  results  online  (domestic  and
international) 

Results 
posted 

E.g. 
Yes 
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Probationary and Tenured Faculty at Western
1985 - 2019

Source: Western Corporate Information 1985 – 1999

UCASS Data 1999 – 2009

U15 Data 2009 – 2018

Human Resources Information System - 2019
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Women as a Percentage of Tenured/Probationary Faculty:  
G-13/U15 excluding Western vs. Western

Source:  UCASS Data 2000-2009, U15 Data 2009-2017  

(Data unavailable for: Laval and Montreal for 2012-2013, Montreal for 

2013-2016, and Saskatchewan, 2015.  Montreal data includes Ecole

Polytechnique & Ecole des Hautes Etudes Commericales)
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February 2020
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Women as a Percentage of Probationary Assistant Professors,
G-13 /U15 excluding Western vs. Western

Faculty Recruitment and Retention                                                

February 2020
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Source:  UCASS Data 2000-2009, U15 Data 2009-2018  

(Data unavailable for: Laval and Montreal for 2012-2013, Montreal for 

2013-2016, and Saskatchewan, 2015.  Montreal data includes Ecole

Polytechnique & Ecole des Hautes Etudes Commericales)



Gender distribution, Newly hired Tenured/Probationary Faculty 
at Western (including those at Western previously in a Limited 

Term position):  1999 – 2019

Source:  UCASS Data for 1999 – 2010 

Western Human Resources Information Systems 2011 - 2019 (October)

Data excludes faculty joining from Robarts
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Percentage of Women, Tenured/Probationary Faculty, 
2009 to 2019

Western Human Resources Information System 2009 - 2019 (October).
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Percentage of Women, Probationary Assistant Professor Rank 
2009 to 2019

Western Human Resources Information System 2009 - 2019 (October).
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Time to Tenure from Highest Degree
(STEM and non-STEM Disciplines)

Source: Western HR Information System

Faculty Recruitment and Retention                                                

February 2020
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For the purpose of this analysis:

• “STEM” = Faculty of Engineering, Science, Medicine & Dentistry

• Only those with > 3 years from RF to Tenure are included

• Three year rolling average



Time to Full Professor from Tenure
(STEM and non-STEM Disciplines)

Source: Western HR Information System
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For the purpose of this analysis:

• “STEM” = Faculty of Engineering, Science, Medicine & Dentistry

• Only those with > 3 years from RF to Tenure are included

• Three year rolling average
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Probationary Cohort Outcomes for Faculty with 
Probationary Start dates from 2002-03 through 2013-14

* Withdrew after entering the P&T queue

**     Hired into a new Limited Term role

before entering P&T queue

***  Those continuing beyond their initial 

P&T consideration date (due to leaves 

etc.) or those hired in fall/winter of the 

2013-14 academic year to be 

considered in 2020
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Reasons for Resignation: Probationary Cohort with
Start dates from 2002-03 through 2013-14



Reasons for Resignation: All Probationary and Tenured
faculty resigning from 2004-05 through 2018-19

Data Source:  Exit interviews conducted with the Faculty Member or Chair/Dean of the Department/Faculty 

and letters received from Faculty Member. Fractional numbers result when multiple reasons are given for 

resignation; one individual is fractionally attributed across reasons they gave. 

Faculty Recruitment and Retention 

February 2020
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Women: 1.66% average attrition rate (annual attrition rate = resignations/current year faculty count)

Men: 1.36% average attrition rate (annual attrition rate = resignations/current year faculty count)



Total Probationary & Tenured Resignations by Faculty:  
resigning from 2004-05 to 2018-19

Faculty Recruitment and Retention                                                

February 2020
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Source:  Western Information Systems as of December 2019

Includes only faculty under age 55 at the time of resignation.



Total Probationary & Tenured Resignations % by Faculty:  
exit dates 2004-05 to 2018-19
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Source: UCASS 2004 – 2010

UWO Data  2011 – 2019

Probationary and Tenured Faculty at Western:
Cohorts Aged 60 or Greater

Faculty Recruitment and Retention 

February 2020
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Age 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
60 33 36 23 37 25 23 28 38 27 25 17 28 31 34 24 30

61 34 30 34 23 33 25 22 29 38 27 23 15 28 29 32 22

62 32 33 30 34 22 32 24 21 28 37 25 21 13 27 31 29

63 22 31 32 25 31 21 30 23 21 28 37 24 20 13 27 28

64 20 21 29 32 23 30 19 30 23 21 27 36 23 19 13 21

65 8 6 9 24 26 22 24 13 28 21 18 25 31 23 18 11

66 0 0 0 7 20 21 19 19 11 27 20 16 23 29 17 12

67 0 0 0 0 4 18 15 14 17 8 24 17 13 18 19 12

68 0 0 0 0 0 3 10 13 11 16 7 20 14 10 17 11

69 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 8 11 10 9 6 14 12 6 12

70 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 8 9 7 8 4 11 11 4

71 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 6 7 6 8 2 9 5

72 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 7 4 7 2 5

73 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 7 4 7 1

74 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 6 3 2

75 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 5 1

76 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3

Total 149 157 157 182 184 195 194 211 226 237 228 236 238 246 243 209



Probationary and Tenured Faculty at Western:
Continuing Beyond Normal Retirement Date (NRD)

Source: Western Human Resources Information System 

Cohort continuing with <= July 1 NRD in each year
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Number of Individuals with Limited Term Appointments:
Stratified by Gender 2003 to 2019

Source: Western’s Human Resources Information Systems 2003 – 2019 (October)
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Number of Individuals with Limited Term Appointments
Stratified by Rank, 2003 - 2019

Source: Western’s Human Resources Information Systems 2003 - 2019 (October)

Faculty Recruitment and Retention                                                

February 2020
27



Number of Limited Term Appointments by Years of Service
2003 - 2019

Source: Western’s Human Resources Information Systems 2003 - 2019 (October)
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All Active Limited Term Appointments by Workload Percentages
2019

Source: Western’s Human Resources Information Systems 2019  (October)
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Number of Individuals with Part-Time Faculty Appointments, 
Stratified by Gender, Fiscal Years 2002-03 to 2018-19 

Source: Western Human Resources Information Systems
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Number of Individuals with Part-Time Faculty Appointments
Stratified by Rank, Fiscal Years 2002-03 to 2018-19

Source: Western Human Resources Information Systems 
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Degree Credit Courses taught by Part-Time Faculty 
by Faculty and Gender: 2018-19 (Fiscal Year)

Source: Western Information Systems 
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Number of Individuals with Part-Time Faculty Appointments by
Years of Service

2018-2019

Source: Western Human Resources Information Systems

Includes Consecutive Years of Service, allowing for one single year gap

Excludes Extra Load Teaching and Course Authoring Appointments
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Number of Individuals with Part-Time Faculty Appointments
by Range of Full Course Equivalents (FCE), 2018-19

Source: Western Human Resources Information Systems

Excludes Extra Load Teaching and Course Authoring Appointments  
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Number of Individuals with Part-Time Faculty Appointments by 
Average Range of FCEs Taught by Years of Service 2018-2019

Source: Western Human 

Resources Information 

Systems

Excludes Extra Load 

Teaching and Course 

Authoring Appointments 
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• Cross-sectional counts on October 1 

• Includes Physicians in Schulich hired under the 
“Conditions of Appointment for Physicians” 
under the following appointment types:

– Continuing Clinical Appointment

– Clinical Limited Term Appointment (some of 
these will go on to become Continuing Clinical 
Appointments)

Faculty Recruitment and Retention                                                

February 2020
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Section 4: Clinical Full-Time Faculty





Full Time Clinical Faculty (Physicians in Schulich) 
at Western, 1999 – 2019

Source: Western Human Resources Information Systems
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Women as a Percentage of Full-Time Clinical Faculty 
at Western, 1999 – 2019

Source: Western Human Resources Information Systems
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Newly Hired Clinical Full Time Faculty (Physicians in Schulich)
at Western by Gender: 2000 – 2019

Source: Western Human Resources Information Systems 
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Percentage of New Full Time Clinical Faculty 
at Western by Gender: 1999-00 – 2018-19

Source: Western Human Resources Information Systems
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Full Time Clinical Faculty Resignations by Gender
2004-05 – 2018-2019

Source: Western Human Resources Information System

Faculty Recruitment and Retention 

February 2020
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2.04% average attrition rate 

(annual attrition rate = resignations/current year faculty count)



For further information

• After presentation at SCUP, this Recruitment & Retention report can be found at:
http://uwo.ca/facultyrelations/academic_planning/Recruitment_Retention_Report_
2020.pdf

• The report on Promotion and Tenure of UWOFA faculty, librarians and archivists,
which is presented at the end of each promotion cycle, can be found at:

https://www.uwo.ca/facultyrelations/academic_planning/pdf/promotion-
tenure-report-2019.pdf

• For additional information on academic staff, Institutional Planning and
Budgeting’s website contains additional data:

https://www.ipb.uwo.ca/

(Note: definitions, inclusion criteria and the dates at which data are collected 
will influence counts. Therefore, counts may differ slightly among 

reports prepared from different data sources and for different purposes.)
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February 2020
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http://uwo.ca/facultyrelations/academic_planning/Recruitment_Retention_Report_2020.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/facultyrelations/academic_planning/pdf/promotion-tenure-report-2019.pdf
https://www.ipb.uwo.ca/
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REPORT TO SENATE OF THE ACADEMIC COLLEAGUE 

COUNCIL OF ONTARIO UNIVERSITIES 
 

 Contents Consent Agenda 

  

 

 

Report of the Academic Colleague No 

 
FOR INFORMATION 
 
The Academic Colleagues had a meeting in Toronto on 11-12 February 2020. The following items may be 
of interest to Senators. 
 
SMA3 
 
Universities are having their second round of SMA3 meetings with MCU. The Ministry expects for SMA3 
documents to be signed by the end of March. In response to sector advocacy, MCU has issued some 
revisions to SMA3 guidelines. These provide more flexibility and predictability for institutions: 
 

• Universities will now have three reweighting opportunities, one in each of the first three years 
of the SMA3 (2020-21 to 2022-23).  
 

• The Ministry removed the “continuous improvement” factor for (1) institutions whose average 
performance for the past three years places them in the top quartile for the sector in select 
metrics (employment rate, graduation rate, Tri-Agency funding), and (2) for institutions that 
meet or exceed their minimum expected performance in the first three years of SMA3 (for all 
metrics except the institutional strength/focus and the economic impact metric).  
 

• For the Tri-Agency funding metric, the Ministry will increase the minimum band of tolerance 
from 1% (which applies to all metrics) to 4%.   
 

• The Innovation metric, which measures revenue attracted from private sector sources, will 
now include research funds from foundations and not-for-profits. These revenue sources had 
previously been excluded. 
 

Collaborative Nursing 
 
On February 11, the Minister announced that colleges will be allowed to offer stand-alone Bachelor 
degrees in nursing, overturning the collaborative program framework for colleges and universities that has 
been in place for 20 years. The government’s rationale includes that students leaving smaller/rural 
college communities to do the university portion of the program often do not come back to their home 
communities. Moving forward, an institution that wants to terminate its collaborative agreement will have 
to apply to the Ministry with their partner(s) and present a business case. The impact of this decision is 
not clear, but an immediate flood of dissolutions is not expected.  
 
IP Strategy: On February 11, the province’s Expert Panel on Intellectual Property (IP) delivered its final 
report to government. The panel’s mandate was to look at emerging policies to improve IP and 
commercialization at publicly supported postsecondary institutions. The Expert Panel report helpfully 
acknowledges the differentiation between and within the university and college sectors – noting that “the 
ecosystem needs to do better at achieving IP commercialization goals, but always in step with individual 
disciplinary and contextual strengths.”  
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Recommendations: 
 

• Better IP education for innovators – standardized (free) web-based IP education curriculum, 
mandatory for individuals/institutions getting public dollars for entrepreneurial activities. 

• Better support for capacity – government to create a centralized provincial resource to provide 
consistent, sophisticated legal and IP expertise & education. 

• Clear Structures – TTOs should have clearly defined mandates about their roles and 
responsibilities for generating IP for benefit of Ontario. 
 

Digital Learning 
 
On January 6, HEQCO released a report on digital learning programs. This followed a 2019 directive by 
Minister Fullerton to conduct a review on digital learning programs with a focus on the “relevance, 
delivery, reach and effectiveness of existing digital learning programs, including any insights on how the 
existing ministry-funded programs [Contact North and eCampusOntario] carry out their mandate and meet 
their objectives.” 
 
HEQCO developed a framework for the review based on three inferred government objectives: (i) 
improving access for rural/remote residents; (ii) improving quality of PSE offerings; and (iii) promoting 
collaboration and improving student mobility. The report provided nine recommendations, including: 
 

• Government should develop metrics / collect data from universities about the student 
experience with digital learning.   

• Government should invest in fully online programs to support rural access (and invest in 
digital infrastructure). 

• There should be one central portal for students to consult on digital learning – but no specific 
recommendations about whether to leverage the existing portals in place through 
eCampusOntario, ContactNorth or ONCAT. 

• Government should not be overly prescriptive with its plans, and should let institutions do the 
work of innovating in digital space, but they should have competitive grants that are 
contingent on outcomes and aligned with government priorities. 
 

Ministry staff have signalled an interest inside government to develop a digital strategy for the 
postsecondary sector. COU is considering opportunities to influence government directions. 
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