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Definitions

Graduate Course: A graduate course is the study of a particular topic, group of topics
or area of specialization within a wider discipline/subject area, normally extending
through one term or session, and can be one of the basic building blocks of qualification
for a graduate degree, including a graduate diploma. Graduate courses are designed to
meet substantive discipline graduate program learning outcomes and normally utilize
the student/instructor format. Any grades assigned will contribute towards the student’s
academic average. It is at each program’s discretion how these grades will be used
when assessing a student’s progression.

For information on course outlines, refer to the policy on Course Outlines.


https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/grad_postdoc/progdesign_courses_milestones_outlines_procedure.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/grad_postdoc/progdesign_courses_milestones_outlines_procedure.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/exam/courseoutlines.pdf

Graduate Program Design — Courses and Milestones

Milestone: A milestone is a learning activity that must be successfully completed in
order to fulfill the requirements for the graduate degree. Milestone requirements are
designed to meet program learning outcomes. Milestones can require:

- a short-term time commitment over one or two weeks (e.g., research ethics module),
- a medium-term time commitment over one or two terms (e.g., thesis proposal) or

- a more extensive commitment of time that continues over multiple terms (e.g., a
seminar series).

Milestones can be completed during a time span that does not necessarily coincide with
an academic term. Grades can be assigned to milestones that contribute towards the
student’s progression requirements but do not contribute to the student’s academic
average. Common graduate requirements that are catalogued as milestones include but
are not limited to: Language Requirements, Comprehensive Examinations (or
equivalent), Seminar Series, Major Projects (or equivalent), Thesis Work Components,
Thesis (or dissertation). It is at each program’s discretion how these grades will be used
when assessing a student’s progression.

Course Numbering

Graduate courses are numbered from 9000 to 9999.
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