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Before completing this application form, review the Ontario Research Fund - Research Excellence Round 11 Program Guidelines for eligibility requirements and detail regarding completion of the form, including Appendices A and B.
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1. General Information
Proposal Title
Amount Requested from the ORF-RE
Enter the Canadian dollar value of the requested ORF-RE grant
Project Sector
Indicate the targeted sector that applies to your project proposal.
Priority sectors that support Government of Ontario initiatives
Please indicate whether your application aligns with the priority sectors as outlined in the ORF-RE guidelines: connected, autonomous, electric vehicle (including battery and powertrain technology) as well as industrial/mining technologies as it relates to electric vehicles, spanning the entire value chain from minerals to manufacturing to recovering resources from vehicles or their component parts at end-of-life.
(e.g. electric vehicles).
Technology Readiness Level (TRL)
Please indicate the TRL of proposed innovation (refer to the program guidelines and Appendix B). Proposals with a TRL under 3 are not eligible to apply to Stream 2.
Expected Project Start Date (yyyy/mm/dd)
This date can be the date on the Award Notification Letter or an earlier Start Date which will not be any earlier than the date of the call for proposals for this round which is September 28, 2021. 
Lead Institution
Lead Institution Contact
Enter the contact information in the spaces below for the designated person at the institution who will communicate with the Ministry about the application.
Institution Address
Principal Investigator
Enter the Principal Investigator’s (PI) also referred to as the ‘Researcher’ contact information below.
Additional Questions for the Principal Investigator
1.         Does the Principle Investigator currently hold any position or role, whether paid or voluntary at any foreign government, foreign academic or research institutions, Canadian military/defense entity, foreign military/defense entity, private enterprise and/or community organizations?
If yes, please provide details below:
2.         Has the Principal Investigator received or is expected to receive funding for this project from foreign government, foreign academic or research institutions, Canadian military/defense entity, foreign military/defense entity, and/or private enterprise?
If yes, please provide details below:
Co-Principal Investigator
Enter the Co-Principal Investigator’s contact information below. A maximum of two lead co-Principal Investigators are allowed.
Alignment by Canadian Research and Development Classification Code (CRDC)
You must identify the Canadian Research and Development Classification (CRDC) Codes for each of the three areas listed below. Refer to Appendix A in the program guidelines for further details.
(1)	Type of Activity (TOA)
(2)	Fields of Research (FOR)
(3)	Socioeconomic Objective (SEO)
Project Keywords
Other Collaborating Institution(s)
List other institution(s) collaborating on the project and their role. Please identify any non-Canadian institutions.
Private Sector Partner(s)
Provide a list of private sector partner(s) (PSP) involved in the project, including Ontario-based company(s) collaborating on the project. Letters of Support are required for each, as part of Section 12 (Attachments).
Researchers' Interests in Private Sector Partners
Indicate any interest by the researcher in any of the private sector partners named in the proposal.  Describe the relationship between the researcher and the company.
Advanced Research Computing Infrastructure
Does this application include a request for new or advanced research infrastructure resources (e.g. capacity or throughput computing, high performance storage, computing using specialized accelerators including GP-CPU and others, etc.), in excess of $99,999?
If yes, refer to the Budget section of the Program Guidelines under Facilities and Equipment category for additional program requirements. 
2. Research Excellence
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2. Research Excellence
Sections 2 – 9 should add to no more than 30 pages in total (excluding References and Figures sections). There are no character limits for each of these sections. Applicants should use the space as appropriate.
Scientific Merit
Linkages to previously funded ORF-RE projects
Proposal Integration
Research Collaboration
Principal Investigator and Co-Investigators
3. Commercialization Potential
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3. Commercialization Potential
Proposal Brief
Proposal Abstract
Proposal Description
References
No more than three (3) pages.
File
Size (MB)
Delete
Total
References
Figures
Click the 'new image’ button and click within the box to choose an image to insert. Images will appear in the order in which they are added and cannot be reordered. File format (jpg, bmp, png etc.). This section should add to no more than ten (10) pages.
Proposal Innovation
Market Analysis
Principal Investigator and Co-Investigators
4. Strategic Value to Ontario
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4. Strategic Value to Ontario
5. Plan for Achieving Impact
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5. Plan for Achieving Impact
Commercialization Implementation Plan
Commercialization Financial Strategy
Commercialization Management Plan
Intellectual Property Strategy
5. Development of Research Talent
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6. Development of Research Talent
Plan for Development of Research Talent
Total Number of HQP Trained
6. Project Management and Governance
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7. Project Management and Governance
Insert Image by clicking the box .
8. Other Project Requirements
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8. Other Project Requirements
Intellectual Property Training 
Youth Outreach Plan
9. Milestones and Deliverables
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9. Milestones and Deliverables
Project Management Milestones 
List major milestones, the significance and expected year of completion. Each Milestone has a 250 character limit.
Item
Project Management 
Deliverable Timeline
(year 1 through 4)
Research Capacity Building Milestones
Item
Research Capacity Building 
Deliverable Timeline
(year 1 through 4)
Significance
Research Excellence Milestones
Item
Research Excellence
Deliverable Timeline
(year 1 through 4)
Significance
Achieving Research Impact Milestones
Item
Strategic Value to Ontario
Deliverable Timeline
(year 1 through 4)
Significance
Commercialization Milestones
Item
Commercialization Activities
Deliverable Timeline
(year 1 through 4)
Significance
Youth Outreach Milestones
Item
Youth Outreach 
Deliverable Timeline
(year 1 through 4)
Other Milestones
Item
Other 
Deliverable Timeline
(year 1 through 4)
10. Project Budget
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10. Project Budget
Annual Budget
Provide a zero-based budget in the table below that details all expenses and revenue sources. All totals will be calculated automatically. The ORF request will be automatically calculated as the difference between the total project expenses and the contributions from other sources.
Expenses - Cash
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Total
Personnel
Facilities and Equipment
Other Direct Research Expenses
Management and Administration
Total Cash Expenses
Expenses - In-Kind
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Total
Personnel
Facilities and Equipment
Other Direct Research Expenses
Management and Administration
Total In-Kind Expenses
Expenses - All
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Total
Applicant Overhead
Total All Expenses
Contributions Summary - Institution
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Total
Institution Cash
Institution In-Kind
Total Institution
Contributions Summary - Private Sector
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Total
Private Sector Cash
Private Sector
In-Kind
Private Sector Total
Contributions Summary - Other
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Total
Other Cash
Other In-Kind
Other Total
Total Contributions
ORF Request
Private Sector Contributions (Letters of support should correspond to amounts listed in this section)
Item
Name of Private Sector Partner
Cash Contribution
In-Kind Contribution
Timing of Contribution
Budget Justification
11. Expert Reviewers
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11. Expert Reviewers
Recommended Expert Reviewers
Excluded Expert Reviewers
12. Attachments
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12. Attachments
All attachments including letters of support and CVs must add to no more than 20 pages in total.
Letters of Support  
All letters should be a maximum of one (1) page in length including institutional letters, private sector letters and end user letters of support. Please see the Attachments section of the Program Guidelines for additional Letters of Support Requirements for Stream 2 applications (Ontario-based company(s), Industry Liaison Office or equivalent and private sector partners).
File
Size (MB)
Delete
Total
Letters of Support  
CVs of Named Investigators and Key Project Staff
Maximum two (2) pages per CV
File
Size (MB)
Delete
Total
13. Mitigating Economic and Geopolitical Risk Checklist
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13. Mitigating Economic and Geopolitical Risk Checklist
For your proposed project, please indicate if you have undertaken the activities listed below. 
Building a Strong Project Team
Verified all team members’ professional history and assessed alignment with the research priorities for this project.
Assessed existing or potential conflicts of interest or affiliation that would impede collaboration with any team member.
Discussed and agreed on clear goals and measures of success for the project.
Discussed project risks internally and made a plan for their mitigation, involving external team members as appropriate.
Assessed whether the practices of your collaborator(s) and/or collaborating institution(s) are consistent with your institutions’ standards on ethics and research conduct.
Assess Non-Academic Partners
Ensured the motivations of all partners are clear and aligned with the goals of the research team, including any expectations about intellectual property.
Assessed if the partner’s governance structure is transparent and whether the ultimate beneficiary of their collaboration on your project is clear.
Assessed the reputational risk associated with involving the partner.
Explored if other academics have had positive experiences collaborating with this partner.
Assessed whether the practices and contributions of your partner(s) are consistent with the standards on ethics and research conduct at your own institution.
Cybersecurity and Data Management
Verified all team members have completed cyber hygiene and data management training.
Assessed if data management and cybersecurity measures needed to adequately protect research integrity are in place across all partners.
Focused on addressing divergent cybersecurity and data management practices and decided on a mutually acceptable approach to securing your research project.
If professional or personal international travel is expected during the project, agreed to a protocol for device management.
Review use of Research Findings
Agreed to a plan regarding how and when project details will be shared including through publications, conferences, teaching, mass media, social media and personal communications.
Assessed the potential value of any project-related IP and how to protect it. 
Ensured all collaborators and partners have agreed on how to handle IP. 
Discussed how restrictions on academic freedom or commercial interests may impact the research project and the communication of research results.
Ensured all collaborators and partners are comfortable with the likely uses of any research results.
Ensured all mechanisms exist that guarantee that any graduate students involved in the project are able to use the results to complete their studies.
International Travel
Reviewed government travel advisories and register travel to any countries associated with the research project.
Assessed any potential risks to team members in regard to human rights, particularly minority rights, in any country where travel is required for the project.
Reviewed your cyber hygiene before travel.
Reviewed the Travel security guide for university researchers and staff.
Potential Risk Identified & Risk Mitigation Plan
Provide information regarding any risks which you identified above. Explain what steps you have taken to identify, evaluate and measure these risks.
For each potential risk identified, outline the approach you are taking with your institution to develop a risk mitigation plan. In that plan, outline any specific actions that will be taken to reduce or remove the risk entirely, timelines for implementation, and how you plan to monitor effectiveness (maximum 5,600 characters).
Source: Mitigating economic and/or geopolitical risks in sensitive research projects - A Tool for University Researchers - December 2019 - https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/vwapj/Mitigating_Risks2.pdf/$file/Mitigating_Risks2.pdf
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14. Notice of Collection
The Ministry is subject to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990 c. F.31, as amended (“FIPPA”). Any information provided to the Ministry in an application to the Ontario Research Fund Program may be subject to disclosure in accordance with the requirements of that Act or other laws. 
When submitting an application, applicants may wish to consider clearly labelling or otherwise identifying any information being provided to the Ministry under this application that in their view may be considered confidential, commercially sensitive or proprietary information with reference to section 17 of FIPPA. 
Applicants are asked not to provide any unsolicited personal information when completing the application form.
The personal Information in this form is collected under the authority of section 6 of the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade Act R.S.O 1990 c. M.27 as amended for the purpose of administering the Ontario Research Fund program.
Information and documentation provided to the Ministry in the application may be shared with Ministry staff, members of the Ontario Review Panels, external expert reviewers, the ORF Advisory Board and others for the purposes of administering the Ontario Research Fund program.
If you have any questions about the collection and use of your personal information, please contact:  
Kevin Dilamarter | Manager, Research Programs
Data, Research and Innovation Division | Ministry of Colleges and Universities
2 Queen Street East, 3rd Floor
Toronto ON  M7A 1N3
Email: kevin.dilamarter@ontario.ca 
Cell: 647-292-7483
15. Confirmations
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15. Confirmations
The undersigned:
•         Confirms reading the Ontario Research Fund – Research Excellence Program Guidelines, and certifies, based on available knowledge, information and belief, acting reasonably, that the applicant is an Eligible Applicant, the proposal is an Eligible Proposal, and the proposed costs and contributions are Eligible Costs and Contributions and that the application and information provided accurately describes the research to be undertaken and fully complies with the Ontario Research Fund eligibility criteria.
•         Confirms that they are to be bound by the research integrity policies and procedures of their institution.
•         Confirms that the applicant is taking actions that will remove barriers to the recruitment and full participation of individuals from all underrepresented groups, including the four designated groups as defined by the Employment Equity Act (women, Indigenous Peoples, members of visible minorities, and persons with disabilities) on their research team.
•         Acknowledges that the information and documentation provided to the Ministry of Colleges and Universities may be shared with members of the ORF Advisory Board, the Review Panels, expert reviewers and other Ontario ministries, for the purposes of administering the ORF-RE program.
•         Agrees that if this application is approved, information about the award can be posted on the Ministry web site and used in Ministry publications about the program. The information made public may include the name of the institution and the researcher, a brief description of the research, and the amount of the award.
•         Acknowledges and agrees that, if the Ministry of Colleges and Universities approves this application, the award will be administered in accordance with the information in this application, the ORF-RE Program Guidelines and the terms and conditions of the grant agreement.
•         Acknowledges that the Ministry of Colleges and Universities is bound by FIPPA (as set out in the Notice of Collection as set out in section 14, above) and that the Ministry may be required, pursuant to that Act or other laws, to disclose information provided by the applicant.
16. Signatures
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16. Signatures
Authorized Signing Officer
For the signature, we accept e-signatures if you have the functionality to do so. If not, we ask you print the signature page, sign and date, scan and return the page with the complete application package via email to ORF.Excellence@ontario.ca.
9.0.0.2.20120627.2.874785
Ontario Research Fund – Research Excellence Round 10 Application
Ontario Research Fund – Research Excellence Round 10 Application
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