
HUMAN PARTICIPANTS REVIEW SUB-COMMITTEE (HPRC) 
Protocol Form 

 
Checklist: 
 
ü Original, plus six copies 

 
ü Form is signed 

 
ü Consent statement is attached (informed consent form, letter, or verbal statement) 

 

Who should complete this Protocol Form? 
All faculty members (including contract, adjuncts, and seconded) and students, who are conducting funded or un-
funded, minimal or more than minimal risk* research that involves the use of human participants, must complete this 
Protocol Form.  Students who are conducting funded minimal or more than minimal risk research that involves the use 
of human participants must also complete this form. This includes all experiments, interviews, and participant 
observation. If you are a student and your research is non-funded AND minimal risk, please consult with your 
Department Chair's, Graduate Programme Director's or Faculty Dean's office to discuss the approval process for your 
research. 
 
How long will the review process take? 
The average time to process minimal risk protocols is approximately twenty working days from the date of receipt in 
the Office of Research Administration (ORA).  INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE PROTOCOLS WILL BE 
RETURNED TO THE RESEARCHER, WHICH WILL DELAY THE PROCESS. 
 
Is there an electronic version of the Protocol Form? 
The Protocol Form is available on the ORA website (http://www.yorku.ca/oraweb) in either .pdf or web-based format.  
An electronic version of it can also be e-mailed upon request in either Word or WordPerfect.  Alternatively, responses 
do not need to be completed on the Protocol Form, but can be completed on the researcher’s own sheets. 
 
Who can I contact if I have any questions? 
Please contact the Manager, Research Ethics Alison Collins at ext.55914 (acollinsyorku.ca). 
 
*The HPRC uses the definition of minimal risk as outlined in the SSHRC/NSERC/CIHR Tri-Council Policy Statement “Ethical Conduct for 
Research involving Humans” (August 1998):  “If potential subjects can reasonably be expected to regard the probability and magnitude of 
possible harms implied by participation in the research to be no greater than those encountered by the subject in those aspects of his or her 
everyday life that relate to the research then the research can be regarded as within the range of minimal risk” (p. 1.5).  An expanded version 
of this definition is available from ORA upon request. 
                                                                               
Please submit completed form and attachments (plus six copies) to: 
Secretary, Human Participants Review Sub-Committee 
Office of Research Administration 
S414 Ross Building 
 

http://www.yorku.ca/oraweb
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PART A - GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
A. Name of Principal Investigator(s): Gabriela Alboiu 
 
 
B. Department and Home Faculty (or Research Centre/Institute): DLLL, Faculty of Arts 
 

Campus Mailing Address: Ross S 555 Extension: 20302 E-mail: galboiu@yorku.ca 
 
 
C. Names of any other persons involved in the data collection: N/A 
 
   
D. Status of Principal Investigator:   

ü York Faculty Member    
q Graduate Student   
q Undergraduate Student    
q Other 
 
If student, please provide course director’s or supervisor’s name: 

 
 
E. Title of Research Project: The Structure of Northern Iroquoian Languages 
 

 
F. Is this research defined:            

ü Minimal Risk    
q Non-minimal Risk 
  (Please see (*) footnote on first page for definition of minimal risk.) 
 
 
G. Is this a revised version of a protocol previously reviewed by the HPRC?          

q Yes 
ü No 

 
If yes, please explain: 
 

 
H. Approximate dates for proposed study:  Start: June 1, 2005  End: August 31, 2006 
 
 
I. Is any anticipated funding for this project from internal (i.e., York University) sources? 

ü Yes  
q No   
If yes, what is the funding source?: Junior Faculty Fund, Faculty of Arts Research Grants 
 

 

mailto:galboiu@yorku.ca
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J. Is any anticipated funding for this project from any external (i.e., outside York) sources? 

q Yes 
ü No 

 
If yes, what is the funding agency and/or program?: 
 
PART B - RESEARCH INFORMATION 

 
1. In layperson’s terms, please provide a general and brief description of the research (e.g., hypotheses, 

goals and objectives, etc.). 
  This research aims to discover how Northern Iroquoian is organized and what this tells 

us about human languages in general. Another purpose of this research is to find out how the 
grammars of various Iroquoian languages differ from one another with respect to verb endings, 
word order, ways of asking questions, etc. Northern Iroquoian is a family of six First Nations 
languages - Cayuga, Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga and Tuscarora - spoken in southern Ontario, 
southwestern Quebec and New York State. These languages are ‘polysynthetic’ languages, 
specifically languages in which a single word can express an entire sentence: ohahaná:węh ‘The 
road is wet’ [Onondaga]. Previous work has investigated the morphological structure of the verb 
and noun in Iroquoian languages (Lounsbury 1953, Chafe 1960, 1961, Dyck 1992, Baker 1996, 
Barrie 2004). Despite the advances made in the study of verbal morphology many questions still 
remain. The specific phenomena that I want to look at include: 

(i)  argument structure (i.e., the difference between a verb with one participant and verbs with more 
than one participant and ways in which these participants are marked in the sentence); 

(ii) question formation (i.e, what question words if any are employed, what is their order, aso); 
(iii) complex sentences (i.e., sentences with more than one clause, e.g. [I left [before they came]])  
 
2. State who the participant(s) will be (e.g., experimental subjects, interviewees, community members to 

be observed, etc.).  Please provide details about the research subjects that are relevant to your 
particular research (number, age, sex, students, children, businesspeople, government employees, 
etc.).  Also discuss the relationship of the researchers to the prospective subjects (e.g., teacher, parent, 
advisor, stranger, etc.). 

 
Participants will be fluent adult speakers of a Northern Iroquoian language. The sample size will 
be relatively small as one or two participants per language is all that is required. The only 
criterion for eligibility to participate in this research is that the subject have full fluency in his or 
her Iroquoian mother tongue. 

 
 
3. How will participants be recruited (e.g., snowball technique, random sampling, previously known to 

interviewer, telephone solicitation, etc.)? 
 
 I already have access to speakers of Cayuga and Onondaga at the Six Nations Reserve, Ontario. 

Through them, I trust to be able to make further contacts for some of the other Northern 
Iroquioan languages. 
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4. Will you be offering inducements to participate (e.g., money, gift certificates, academic credit, etc.)? 
 
ü Yes 

q No 
 
If yes, please elaborate: 
 
It is standard practice to pay First Nations people $25 per hour for language data elicitation. 
 
 
 

5. What exactly will be required of the participant(s) (e.g., answer a formal questionnaire, respond to 
interview questions, engage in a free-ranging discussion, undergo any medical procedures, etc.)?  If 
applicable, please attach any research instruments (e.g., sample interview questions, questionnaires, 
etc.). 

 
The participants will be asked to translate sentences from English into their Iroquoian language and 
sometimes vice versa. I may also make up sentences in Iroquoian and ask whether or not they sound 
correct and, if so, in what context. Please see attached sample. 
 
 
 
6. What, if any, are the risks to the participants? 
Or,  

ü No risks: 
 
 
 

7. What, if any, are the benefits to the participants? 
Or,  

q No benefits 
 
Potential benefits include a greater sense of self-worth as a First Nations person by realizing the 
value of his/her native tongue as a legitimate object of inquiry. There are also possible benefits 
to the community when the research is published. 
 
 
 

8. Is there a possibility of commercialization of research findings? If so, would give rise to an apparent 
or actual or potential conflict of interest on the part of researchers, the University or sponsors? 

 
q Yes 

ü No  If yes, please elaborate. 
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9. This section pertains to issues around informed consent.  Before completing, please read “Important 
Statement Regarding Informed Consent” attached to the end of this form. 
 

(a) Will you provide to the participants a full explanation of the research prior to their participation? 
 

ü Yes  
q No  If no, please elaborate: 
 
 

(b) Is substitute consent involved (e.g., children, youths under 16, incompetent adults, etc.)? 
 

q Yes  
ü No  If  yes, please elaborate: 
 
 

(c) Is deception involved? 
 

q Yes 
ü No        If  yes, please elaborate (including issues around debriefing, if applicable): 
 
 
 

(d) Will individuals remain anonymous? 
 Please note that it is expected that participants remain anonymous unless participants explicitly have given 

their permission otherwise. 
 

q Yes  
ü No  If no, please elaborate: 
 
The participants will be asked if they wish to have their names mentioned in the 
acknowledgements of any publications, as is standard procedure for participants of linguistic 
studies. However, the participants have the option of remaining anonymous. 
 
 

(e) Will the data be kept confidential? 
 Please note that it is expected that the data be kept confidential unless the participants explicitly have given 

their permission otherwise. 
 

q Yes  
ü No  If  no, please elaborate: 
 

The participants will be asked if they agree that the data they provide be further disseminated 
to the linguistic community at large (i.e, other linguistic researchers or students of 
linguistics). 
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(f) How will informed consent be obtained? (please check one): 
 

ü Informed Consent Form (please attach draft version) 
 

q Letter* (please attach draft version) 
 

q Verbally* (please attach draft approximation of what participants will be verbally told) 
 

* If informed consent is being obtained by letter or verbally, please provide a rationale regarding 
why an informed consent form is not being used. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Is there any additional information that you would like to add that may assist the HPRC in reviewing 

your protocol? 
 
N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have examined the guidelines and principles detailed above, and the Senate Policy for the Ethics Review 
Process for Research Involving Human Participants, and affirm that, to the best of my knowledge, this 
research conforms thereto.  I hereby undertake to notify the Human Participants Review Committee if I 
make any major procedural changes involving the use of human participants on this project.  I will also 
notify the Human Participants Review Committee if any unforeseen risks not specified in the research 
proposal appear.  In such a case, the study will be suspended pending clarification. 
 
                              March 18, 2005___________ 
Signature of Principal Investigator (PI)     Date 
 
 
         ______________________________ 
Signature of Faculty Advisor (if PI is a student)    Date 
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Memo 
 
To:       Professor Gabriela Alboiu, DLLL 
galboiu@yorku.ca    

From:    Alison M. Collins, Manager, Research Ethics 

Date:    Thursday, May 18, 2006 
Re: Ethics Approval 

The Structure of Northern Iroquoian Languages OFFICE OF 
RESEARCH 
SERVICES 
214 York Lanes 
 
4700 Keele St. 
Toronto ON 
Canada  M3J 1P3 
Tel  416  736 5055  
Fax 416 736 5512 
www.research.yorku.ca 

     
 
I am writing to inform you that the Human Participants Review Sub-Committee has 
reviewed the above project and, prior to approval, would like the following minor concerns 
to be addressed: 
 

1. On your informed consent form, please include the following: 
a. Clarify what will happen to the tapes - ie with respect to the statement, 

“…may be taped on occasion…” 
b. Indicate where the data will be stored, who will have access to the data, 

how long will the data be kept in storage, what is the purpose re its 
collection; 

c. Indicate that the research has been reviewed and approved by the HPRC 
within the context of York Senate Policy on research ethics. 

 
The committee has asked that you address these concerns in writing at your earliest convenience 

 
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at:  416-736-5914 or via email at:  
acollins@yorku.ca. 
 
 
    Yours sincerely, 
 
    Alison M. Collins 
    Manager, Research Ethics 

Secretary, Human Participants Review Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

INFORMED CONSENT FORM 
 

Interview 
 

I am a linguist interested in investigating details about Northern Iroquoian grammar. All 
languages are organized in their own way but, at the same time, have many things in common 
with other languages. This research aims to discover how Iroquoian is organized and what this 
tells us about human languages in general. Another purpose of this research is to find out how 
the grammars of various Iroquoian languages differ from one another with respect to verb 
endings, word order, ways of asking questions, etc. The project will result in conference 
presentations and publications in academic journals. This research is funded by York University. 

 
 The interview lasts a minimum of one hour. If both you and I want to continue for  additional time, 
we will do so, up to a maximum of two hours. I will ask you to translate  sentences from English into 
your Iroquioan language and sometimes from your Iroquoian  language into English. I may also 
make up sentences in Iroquoian and ask you whether or  not they sound correct to you and if so, in 
what context. Working with me poses no risks and is entirely voluntary. If at any time you wish to stop or 
not answer a particular question, you may do so without any negative consequences. If you agree, I may 
sometimes use a tape recorder, only because my notes are not always accurate. The pay rate is $25 an hour. 
 
I am also asking below whether you mind if I use your name in print to thank you for your help. However, 
if you wish, you may remain anonymous. 
 
If you have any further questions, I can be reached at the following e-mail address, fax and telephone 
number. Please also feel free to contact York University’s Human Participants Review (‘Ethics’) Sub-
Committee at 416-736-5055 (research@yorku.ca) who have approved this reasearch. 
 
Gabriela Alboiu, PhD     My signature: 
Assistant Professor of Linguistics, 
e-mail: galboiu@yorku.ca 
telephone: 416-736-2100, extension 20302  fax: 416-736-5483 
 
I agree: 
Yes    No 
  to be taped by tape recorder 

  to be thanked in print 

  that the language information (including the tapes) you provide be  
  made available to the linguistic community at large, such as other linguistic  

researchers and students of linguistics. 
 
I acknowledge that I have been informed of the purpose of this research and that I am participating 
voluntarily. I have read the above permission check list and have checked only the activities which I give 
consent to. I understand that this consent can be modified or retracted should I wish to do so. 
 
Signature: 
 
Date: 

 
 
 



 

 
 

INFORMED CONSENT FORM (revised) 
 

Interview 
 

I am a linguist interested in investigating details about Northern Iroquoian grammar. All languages are 
organized in their own way but, at the same time, have many things in common with other languages. 
This research aims to discover how Iroquoian is organized and what this tells us about human languages 
in general. Another purpose of this research is to find out how the grammars of various Iroquoian 
languages differ from one another with respect to verb endings, word order, ways of asking questions, 
etc. The project will result in conference presentations and publications in academic journals. This 
research has been reviewed and approved by the HPRC within the context of York Senate Policy 
on research ethics and is funded by York University . 

 
 The interview lasts a minimum of one hour. If both you and I want to continue for  additional time, we will 
do so, up to a maximum of two hours. I will ask you to translate  sentences from English into your Iroquioan 
language and sometimes from your Iroquoian  language into English. I may also make up sentences in Iroquoian 
and ask you whether or  not they sound correct to you and if so, in what context. Working with me poses no risks 
and is entirely voluntary. If at any time you wish to stop or not answer a particular question, you may do so without 
any negative consequences. If you agree, I may sometimes use a tape recorder, only because my notes are not always 
accurate. The tapes and the elicited data will be kept in a locked drawer in my office until I - or a student 
research assistant - enter the information on my computer, after which it will be destroyed. The purpose for 
collecting this data is solely for the benefit of  the above mentioned research project. The pay rate is $25 an 
hour. 
 
I am also asking below whether you mind if I use your name in print to thank you for your help. However, if you 
wish, you may remain anonymous. 
 
If you have any further questions, I can be reached at the following e-mail address, fax and telephone number. Please 
also feel free to contact York University’s Human Participants Review (‘Ethics’) Sub-Committee at 416-736-5055 
(research@yorku.ca) who have approved this reasearch. 
 
Gabriela Alboiu, PhD     My signature: 
Assistant Professor of Linguistics, 
e-mail: galboiu@yorku.ca 
telephone: 416-736-2100, extension 20302  fax: 416-736-5483 
 
I agree: 
Yes    No 
  to be taped by tape recorder 

  to be thanked in print 

  that the language information (including the tapes) you provide be  
  made available to the linguistic community at large, such as other linguistic  

researchers and students of linguistics. 
 
I acknowledge that I have been informed of the purpose of this research and that I am participating voluntarily. I have 
read the above permission check list and have checked only the activities which I give consent to. I understand that 
this consent can be modified or retracted should I wish to do so. 
 
Signature: 
 
Date: 

 
 
 


