
1) WELCOME 
TO LONDON
E) PAPERWORK



• Remember that regardless of your 
country of origin (unless you’re 
Canadian) you need to apply for a 
study permit
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BEFORE ANYTHING!



• You can apply for this permit online

• Do this well in advance since processing times might be long for some 
countries. Current typical processing times are 6–12 weeks; aim to apply at 
least 3–4 months before your start date. Track your application status 
through the IRCC online portal (canada.ca/ircc).

• In order to apply for this permit you will need many documents… so plan 
ahead.

• Note that if you’re planning to come to Canada with your spouse or 
children, you can submit your applications at the same time
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OBTAINING A STUDY PERMIT

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/check-processing-times.html


• You health insurance (UHIP) will be included in your tuition.

• Coverage: It covers basic health care services but does not cover other 
services that you might require, so keep that it mind.

• You can book an appointment at Health & Wellness Services at Western: call 
(519) 661-3030 or book online at uwo.ca/health.

• Grad students also receive SOGS extended coverage: prescriptions, dental, 
vision and physiotherapy.
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ONCE IN CANADA - HEALTH

http://uhip.ca/
http://uhip.ca/Enrollment/PlanDetails
http://uhip.ca/Enrollment/PlanDetails
https://www.uwo.ca/health/


• Oh, yes! Doing taxes will be part of your Canadian experience.

• Once a year, at the end of February, you will receive your tax forms. The 
deadline to file your taxes is April 30.

• Filing your taxes is NOT optional. It is required by law.

• Don’t worry, though! You will get as much help as you need.

• Since it is your first time filing taxes your are highly encouraged to seek 
assistance
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ONCE IN CANADA - TAXES 

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/international-non-residents/individuals-leaving-entering-canada-non-residents/newcomers-canada-immigrants.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/individuals/topics/about-your-tax-return.html


• Western offers a USC Income Tax Clinic for free to help you in this endeavor.

• Volunteers are CRA-authorized and trained — returns are submitted electronically. 
The International & Exchange Student Centre (IESC) also runs a dedicated free tax 
clinic for international students each March.

• Many companies offer special prices for students. A popular one among 
students is H & R Block.
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ONCE IN CANADA - TAXES

http://westernusc.ca/income-tax-clinic/
https://www.hrblock.ca/?utm_expid=84400560-13.4vjnYs6oSWeM8hF5SjpsBw.0&utm_referrer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.ca%2Furl%3Fsa%3Dt&rct=j&q=where%20to%20do%20taxes%20in%20canada%20h%20&r_block&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CD0QFjAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hrblock.ca%2F&ei=GMutU8fZEMSZ8QG70oGIBA&usg=AFQjCNHtx2kpPPUZRX1-Ej2qNyNsTGmeow&sig2=OOzoK5T_tzA3kmZjpbgYGw&bvm=bv.69837884%2Cd.b2U&safe=active


• Note that these are obligatory steps

• However, depending on your specific case, you might be required to do 
more paperwork.

• In any case, be sure to read things carefully, follow the steps appropriately 
and ask for as many clarifications as you find necessary
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CAREFUL!



• When in doubt about how to proceed or what to do, ask the person or 
organization in charge (i.e. the embassy, the city hall).

• Do not rely on anybody else (i.e. another student who has been through the 
same). Procedures might have changed from previous years
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CAREFUL!
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GOOD!
• It seems that you are ready to 

come to London already but…what 
you will do when you get here?

• Join us with the next presentation 
to see some good ideas of how to 
spend your first days in London!
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