
COMPARING COMMUNITY RESEARCH PROGRAMS 
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR 

Since March 2020,  the COVID-19 pandemic has interrupted al l  of  our l ives.  In  the Language and
Working Memory Laboratory,  We had to design a new way of  carrying out our research projects.

In  the 2020-21  school  year,  we partnered with Western’s  Chi ld  and Youth Development Cl inic
and the Learning Disabil it ies Association – London Region to conduct a  study comparing two
approaches to community-based reading programs described below.

There were 20 chi ldren in  grades 4 to 8  in  the study.  Some of  the chi ldren completed the Leap to
Literacy program in the Fal l  and the Wise Words program in the Winter,  and some chi ldren did
the opposite order.  We cal l  this  a  cross-over study.  For each program, chi ldren completed a 1-
hour virtual  (onl ine)  session per week for 8  weeks with graduate students in  speech-language
pathology.  We measured chi ldren’s  phonemic awareness,  word reading,  reading fluency,
spell ing,  and the abil ity  to repeat sentences before and after each program (4 t imes!).  After
each program, we saw improvements in  scores.  

Although we saw similar  improvements for  both programs,  the data suggested that the order
the program was completed might matter.  Completing Leap to Literacy f irst  helped with
phonemic awareness,  and completing Wise Words f irst  helped with reading words in  a  passage.
For learning about affixes,  it  didn't  matter which order you completed the programs.  We need
to continue this  research to better understand if  the order you complete the program matters
over more time.
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A look inside
this issue:

RADLD— Raising Awareness Of
Developmental Language Disorder 

DLDandMe.org DLD Diagnostics Tool Box 

Dr. Archibald and The Language & Working Memory Lab work to increase
awareness of Developmental Language Disorder (DLD)

Developmental Language Disorder (DLD):  Developmental Language Disorder

is a relatively new term that refers to a persistent language difficulty with

a significant impact on everyday interactions or educational progress.

This organization partners
with the international
community to foster

awareness of DLD. We want
those with DLD to have the

support they need to pursue
their aspirations.

Dr. Archibald is a member of
the international committee.

See radld.org 

 Dr. Archibald's toolbox
answers questions about
diagnosing DLD.  It is used

by an international
community of speech-
language pathologists

/therapists concerned with
identifying DLD.

See: DLD Toolbox 
 
 

Dr. Archibald is a
founding member of

'DLDandMe'. 
 

This website provides
evidence-based

summaries to answer
questions about DLD.
See: DLDandMe.org 

RADLD is working with a 17-Year-old  racecar driver
from Quebec. She talks about her experience with
DLD from her childhood and how it plays a role in

her career as a race car driver in this book:
BORN TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

 

http://radld.org/
https://www.uwo.ca/fhs/lwm/news/2021/index.html
http://dldandme.org/
https://dominiqueetcompagnie.com/catalogue/livre.asp?id_prd=6450

