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WESTERN UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 

CSD 9648 Clinical Applications in Developmental Language Disorders 2  
FALL 2021 

Instructor: Caitlin Coughler, PhD  
Email: ccoughle@uwo.ca  
Classes: Thursdays 2:00 pm- 4:00 pm (students will attend 1 hour; assigned time 

available under “Site Info” on OWL, FIMS building room 2220 
Office Hours: by appointment 

Teaching Assistant: Rachel Benninger 
Email:  rbraun6@uwo.ca  
Office Hours:  by appointment 

A. COURSE DESCRIPTION

The purpose of this course is to apply concepts discussed in CSD 9638 to clinical speech-

language pathology. This will include providing hands-on experience, practicing methods for the 

assessment and treatment of language and language-related disorders in school-aged children. 

This course will also familiarize students with educational curriculum and school learning.  

B. LEARNING OBJECTIVES

By the end of the course students will be able to:  

1. Administer, score, and interpret the results of standardized and non-standardized

assessment tools for school-aged children.

2. Administer, monitor and interpret the outcome of a planned intervention program.

3. Provide summary and recommendations based on assessment and observation findings.

4. Mentor colleagues who are supporting a planned intervention program.

C. COURSE FORMAT

This course involves hands-on learning sessions . Students are advised to compile study 

materials from handouts, lab notes and personal notes from CSD 9638 to further 

guide/enhance their learning experience in this course.  

D. COURSE WEBPAGE

Available on OWL. Lab handouts will be available for download at least one day prior to the lab. 

E. READINGS

Readings will be listed and made available on the course OWL. The required textbook for DLD 1 will be a 
useful resource for this course as well: 

Pauls, R. & Norbury, C.F. (2012). Language disorders from infancy through adolescence: Listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, and communicating, 4th ed. Elsevier: St. Louis, USA. 

mailto:ccoughle@uwo.ca
mailto:rbraun6@uwo.ca
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F. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING  

 

1. Attend and participate in classes (10 completed submissions)  20% 
2. Complete assigned readings prior to class  
3. Assignments 

a) Assessment       40% 
i. Standardized Testing Scoring & Interpretation 
ii. Summary & Recommendations 

b) Preparing an Intervention Plan     40% 
i. Goal Setting & Target Selection 
ii. Intervention Activity 

 
 

This course is graded as Pass/Fail. A grade of at least 60% is necessary to achieve a grade of ‘Pass’. The 
policy of the CSD program is that the assigned course grade is the instructor’s final assessment of a 
student’s performance and already includes any and all grade rounding an instructor has chosen to 
implement. Assigned grades “close to” 60% or other letter-grade boundaries will not be further rounded 
up, with the exception that grades submitted with decimal percentages are rounded up or down to the 
nearest integer by the Registrar before appearing on the student’s record.  
 

Participation and Attendance Details  

 Proof of attendance (i.e., signed attendance sheet) plus submission of 10 completed 

discussion guides across the term will satisfy the participation and attendance 

component of this course  

 Hard copy or digital submissions must be made either to the instructor at the end of 

each lab or on OWL at the end of the lab time slot no later than 11:55 pm on the date 

of lab completion . Discussion guides will be returned to the students the following week 

for self-study. 
 

Assignments 

 All assignments should be identified by your student number, not your name 

 Assignment #1 and #2 will be completed independently.  

 In Assignment #1 you will be practice scoring standardized tests and collecting 

appropriate informal information. You will a) score standardized tests and outline 

informal procedures would also use b) prepare a brief summary and recommendations 

to be delivered in a team meeting (parents present).  

 In Assignment #2 you will be given demographic information and assessment data on a 

fictional child and will be required to a) summarize the child’s areas of strength and 

need based on a case history and assessment results, b) select and describe intervention 

targets, and c) design an intervention activi ty for this child. 
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G. STANDARDS OF SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Student Questions  

Student with questions about course requirements, course content, quizzes, and exams are 

requested to 1) ask their questions in class or 2) post their questions in the Forums section of 

the course OWL site, so that all students can benefit from the respons e. Caitlin will post 

answers to Forum questions within 24 hours (weekends and holidays excluded). Therefore, for 

assignment deadlines which fall on Monday evenings (11:55pm) , questions should be posted no 

later than 4:00 pm on Friday in order to be guaranteed a response. Personal matters can be 

addressed through private conversations or emails with Caitlin.  

 

When requesting meetings via email, please give at least 24 business hours’ notice to ensure 

Caitlin is able to accommodate your request. Email will not be checked regularly after 4:00 pm 

M-F, so ensure any questions regarding examinations or assignments are sent in a timely 

manner if you wish to receive timely feedback. 
  

COVID-related measures  

For the health and safety of all, students must comply with all infection prevention and control 

measures communicated by the instructor, the School of CSD, the Faculty of Health Sciences, 

and Western University. In particular, please study and adhere to the procedures specified in 

the ‘CSD Return to Elborn/Clinical Training Spaces’ document and associated OWL site. We are 

all depending upon each other to minimize the likelihood of any student, faculty, or staff 

member becoming ill, which may jeopardize the delivery of our programs. Find more 

information here: https://www.uwo.ca/coronavirus/students.html .  

 

Western University is committed to a full return to in-person classes starting September 2021. 

Health & Safety procedures include: wearing of 3-layer non-medical mask indoors, proof of 

vaccination (except in rare circumstances), completion of daily return to campus questionnaire, 

continued cleaning/sanitation of high traffic areas, and maintenanc e of indoor ventilation 

systems. The School of CSD will follow policies and directions received from Western University. 

Should Western University be required to suspend in -person classes during the academic 

term, policies, procedures, and direction on how  coursework will be completed will be 

provided to students in the School of CSD as soon as we receive direction from the FHS and 

Western University. 

 

Attendance and Participation  

Attendance (at live class sessions) and participation in all aspects of this  course is expected. 

Please inform the instructor by email if you will be absent from a live class session due to illness 

or for compassionate reasons. The instructor should be informed if an unanticipated situation 

arises that would require the absence of several students or one student to be absent for one 

of the live class. Students are responsible for all material covered in the course across 

synchronous and asynchronous modes. 
 
 
 

https://www.uwo.ca/coronavirus/students.html
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Absence policy  

Please refer to the Student Handbook for our Program ’s absence policy. If you are unable to 

participate in any scheduled activity for any reason (including a positive COVID screening 

result), please contact all relevant instructors as soon as possible. If you require academic relief 

in this course (e.g., deadline extension, make-up exam, etc., due to illness or other extenuating 

circumstance), you must request it formally via the CSD Student Support Committee (SSC).  

Please contact Donna Beer (dbeer@uwo.ca) to be connected with a member of the SSC for 

assistance. If you must miss in-person instruction sessions due to a positive COVID screening 

result or to illness, we will assist you in completing those activities as soon as is feasible once 

you are able to return. 
 

Online Etiquette  

Some components of this course will involve online interactions. To ensure the best experience 

for both you and your classmates, please refer to the relevant sections of the CSD Student 

Handbook on professionalism and classroom conduct, and honour the following rules of 

etiquette:  

 please “arrive” to class on time  

 as a security measure, only participants using their UWO credentials will be permitted to 

access the class  

 please use your computer and/or laptop if possible (as opposed to a cell phone or 

tablet)  

 ensure that you are in a private location to protect the confidentiality of discussions in 

the event that a class discussion deals with sensitive or personal material  

 to minimize background noise, kindly mute your microphone for the entire class until 

you are invited to speak, unless directed otherwise  

 please be prepared to turn your video camera off at the instructor’s request if the 

internet connection becomes unstable  

 unless invited by your instructor, do not share your screen in the meeting  

 

The course instructor will act as moderator for the class and will deal with any questions from 

participants. To participate please consider the following:  

 if you wish to speak, use the “raise hand” function and wait for the instructor to 

acknowledge you before beginning your comment or question  

 remember to unmute your microphone before speaking  

 self-identify when speaking.  

 remember to mute your mic after speaking  

 

General considerations of “netiquette”:  

 Keep in mind the different cultural and linguistic backgrounds of the students in the 

course.  

 Be courteous toward the instructor, your colleagues, and authors whose work you are 

discussing.  



CSD 9648   

Fall 2021  

5 

 Be respectful of the diversity of viewpoints that you will encounter in the class and in 

your readings. The exchange of diverse ideas and opinions is part of the scholarly 

environment. “Flaming” is never appropriate.  

 Be professional and scholarly in all online postings. Cite the ideas of others 

appropriately.  

 

Note that disruptive behaviour of any type during online classes, including inappropriate use of 

the chat function, is unacceptable. Students found guilty of Zoom-bombing a class or of other 

serious online offenses may be subject to discipl inary measures under the Code of Student 

Conduct. 
 
Civility in the Classroom  
Students are expected to maintain the same high standards of conduct and moral judgment in the 
classroom as will be expected when they become speech-language pathologists. Therefore, they are 
asked to comply with the following reasonable expectations for classroom conduct:   

1. Students, the instructor and the teaching assistant will behave in a manner that is welcoming, 
supportive, and respectful of cultural and individual differences at all times.   
2. Students are expected to participate in the course by asking questions and contributing 
comments during classes.   
3. Conduct that could distract fellow students or the instructor during class must be avoided. This 
includes but is not limited to talking when others are speaking, passing notes, sleeping and overt 
inattention.   
4. Please arrive on time for class. If you are unavoidably late, please enter quietly and take the 
nearest seat. Students should inform the instructor if it is necessary to leave early.  
5. Phones and other electronic devices should be turned off during class. Receiving and sending 
messages should not be undertaken during class.    

Computers may be used solely for course purposes, e.g., taking notes. Students must not browse the 
web, use email, or engage in personal messaging during class. 
 
Academic Integrity  
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf . In Clinical 
Applications of DLD II, examples of academic dishonesty include copying another student’s assignment, 
or interfering with another person’s scholastic work. The penalties for students who commit an 
academic offence range from a failing grade on an exam or quiz to suspension or expulsion from the 
university. Please ensure you comply with Western’s requirements for academic integrity.  
 
Students are urged to read the section on Scholastic Offenses in the Academic Calendar 
(www.uwo.ca/grad). Students are responsible for understanding the nature of, and avoiding the 
occurrence of, plagiarism and other academic offenses. Note that such offenses include 
plagiarism, submitting false or fraudulent assignments, and aiding or abetting any scholastic offense.   
  
The individual assignment components will be subject to submission for textual similarity review to 
the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for instances of plagiarism. 
All assignments submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of documents subsequently submitted to the system. 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/grad
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Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between Western University and 
Turnitin.com (www.turnitin.com).  
 
Policies on Late Assignments   

 The penalty for submitting an assignment after the deadline without authorized accommodation 
is 10% for each 24-hour period that it is late. At the instructor’s discretion, failure to meet 
scheduled deadlines will result in penalties on examinations and other work (10% per day). 

 In accordance with UWO’s medical note policy, a Western Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is 
required where you are seeking academic accommodation due to illness. This documentation 
should be obtained at the time of the initial consultation with the physician or walk-in clinic. 
Where it is not possible to have an SMC completed by the attending physician,  you must request 
documentation sufficient to demonstrate that your ability to meet your academic 
responsibilities was seriously affected at the time of or immediately preceding the due date. For 
more detailed information and a downloadable Western SMC form, 
visit https://student.uwo.ca/  and 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf.    

 
 

Appealing Academic Evaluations  
Questions regarding the marks given on any assignment or examination should be directed to the 
instructor. If you fail to meet the pass requirements for this course you may be eligible for a 
supplemental assessment or to make an academic appeal. Please refer to the current CSD Student 
Handbook for details.  
 
Health and Wellness  
As part of a successful graduate student experience at Western, we encourage students to make their 
health and wellness a priority. Western provides several on-campus health-related services to help you 
achieve optimum health and engage in healthy living while pursuing your graduate degree. For example, 
to support physical activity, all students, as part of their registration, receive membership in Western’s 
Campus Recreation Centre (http://www.uwo.ca/campusrec). Numerous cultural events are offered 
throughout the year. For example, check out the Faculty of Music web page http://www.music.uwo.ca/ 
and our own McIntosh Gallery http://www.mcintoshgallery.ca/. The Western Campus Life web page 
(http://www.uwo.ca/campus_life) provides a wealth of information about arts and cultural events, 
athletics and recreation, and clubs and associations. Information regarding health services, mental well-
being, and living well at Western and wellness-related services available to students may be found at 
https://www.uwo.ca/health/. The Wellness Education Centre (WEC, http://se.uwo.ca/wec.html) offers a 
safe, comfortable environment for all Western students to ask questions and learn about the many 
health and wellness resources available on- and off-campus. They have a ‘no wrong door’ policy - if you 
have a question, they’ll help you answer it or find the person who can.  
   
Students seeking help regarding mental health concerns are advised to speak to someone they feel 
comfortable confiding in, such as their faculty mentor, their program director (graduate chair), or other 
relevant administrators in their unit. Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to 
Western Health & Wellness https://www.uwo.ca/health/ for a complete list of options about how to 
obtain help.  
 
 

H. Course Schedule 

https://student.uwo.ca/
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/campusrec
http://www.music.uwo.ca/
http://www.mcintoshgallery.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/campus_life
https://www.uwo.ca/health/
http://se.uwo.ca/wec.html
https://www.uwo.ca/health/
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*Subject to change* 

 
UNIT DATE ACTIVITY 

 
1 

Sept. 9 Syllabus/Course overview 
Familiarization with equipment 
Pros & Cons of play-based learning 

Sept. 16 Issues of Consent 

2 Sept. 23 Categorizing Developmental Writing 
Sept. 30 DLD debate 

 
3 

Oct. 7 Practice test administration #1 
Oct. 14 Practice test administration #2 

Oct. 21 Midterm- no lab this week 
Mon., Oct. 25 Assignment 1a due 

Oct. 28 CLD Scenarios 

 
 

 
4 

Nov. 4 Strategy categorization & Social Communication  
Mon., Nov. 8 Assignment 1b due 

Nov. 11 Reading programs 
Nov. 18 Create your own model of reading comprehension 

Mon., Nov. 22 Assignment 2a due 
Nov. 25 Intervention summary (focus on writing) 

Mon., Nov. 29 Assignment 2b due 
5 Dec. 2 Special populations (overlapping characteristics) 

 
 


