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 Western University 
 School of Communication Sciences and Disorders 
 
 CSD 9637a Special Topics - Part 3: Communication and Aging 

Fall 2019 
 
 
Professor  J.B. Orange, PhD 
Contact Information OWL Message or Forums sites; JBOrange@uwo.ca, 519-661-2111 X88921,  
   Rm 2513 Elborn College 
Day/Time/Place Mondays, 10:00 to 12:00, Room 1520c 
Dates  28th Oct to 2nd Dec (6, 2-hours classes) 
Course website https://owl.uwo.ca/portal/site/bdfe62df-1f17-49ad-a9b3-   
   007c556cfc09/tool/ae27e2db-3ea3-49e9-b234-c20f9cbd5503 
Office hours  Wednesdays 4:30-5:30 pm or by appointment (Oct-Dec 2019) 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of Part 3 of this Special Topics graduate course is to examine and to discuss theories, 
assessments, and therapies related to the language, hearing, discourse, and cognitive-communication 
disorders of older adults. 
 
Objectives 
At the end of Part 3, students will be able to: 
1. Describe the current and projected demographic profiles of older adults in Canada; 
2. Explain and discuss the social, psychological, and biological theories of aging; 
3. Discuss social and cognitive models of communication and aging; 
4. Describe the salient speech, language, hearing, discourse, cognitive-communication, and 

cognitive features of normal older adults and older adults with acquired communication disorders 
and with progressive neurodegenerative conditions such as dementia, ALS, Parkinson's 
disease, etc.; 

5. Design and justify assessments and intervention programs for older adults with language,  
 hearing, discourse, and cognitive-communication disorders. 
 
Format of Course 
The Part 3 segment of this Special Topics course requires the attendance, and verbal and written 
contributions of all students. The format of course is an amalgam of lectures, discussions and critiques 
of the current literature. Many of the sessions will function much like activities in a journal club in which 
the professor and students review and evaluate critically the scientific literature. The syllabus, 
handouts, cases and PowerPoint slides are posted on the course web site. Please check the course 
website weekly. 
 
Students are expected to prepare for (i.e., complete required readings) and to participate actively in 
class discussions. Every effort will be made by the course professor to establish and to support 
scholarly debates, especially on selected case studies. The format is intended to help students 
develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills. For most lectures/discussions, visual and audio 
materials including PowerPoint slides, overheads, video and audio recordings will be used to enhance 
classroom learning. The required readings are designed to complement information presented in the 
course lectures/discussions and to contextualize concepts within the relevant published literature.  
 



 
 

 
Syllabus CSD 9637a – Part 3 Fall 2019 Page 2 of 9 

 

Given the lecture and discussion-based nature of Part 3 of this course, material will be presented that 
is not specifically included in the PowerPoint slides, PDF files, overheads, video, and audio materials. 
Students are responsible to learn and to understand all information presented during 
lectures/discussions and from the assigned required readings. 
 
Professional decorum and confidentiality must be exhibited always during classes, particularly 
when cases are presented either in person or via audio-video recordings. Please review the 
relevant sections in the CSD Student Handbook titled “Code of Student Conduct”, 
“Professionalism” and “Civility in the Classroom”. 
 
Case studies and audio-video samples of clients must not be copied, distributed for any 
reason, or discussed publicly in such a way as to break confidentiality and to reveal the 
client(s). Doing so is a violation of professional conduct, a breach of your written confirmation 
to maintain confidentiality and is considered unscholarly behaviour. Please review in the CSD 
Student Handbook the relevant section titled “Privacy and Confidentiality”. 
 
Course Questions and Communication with Course Professor 
Active discussions during class are strongly encouraged. Moreover, to facilitate group learning and to 
ensure that all students receive benefit from questions that are raised between classes please post 
questions regarding class material and assignment requirements using the “Forums” function on the 
course OWL website. The course professor commits to answering questions in a timely manner (e.g., 
24 to 48 hours). The “Forums” will remain open throughout the duration of Part 3 of the course so that 
students can access the information provided when preparing assignments. 

 
The course professor also will respond to questions submitted to him via the course OWL “Message” 
board. He is unable to respond to questions sent to his Western email address regarding information 
presented in class, to course requirements, or to questions that are of a personal nature (e.g., request 
for special learning accommodations, inform him of a class absence, etc.). If students are not 
comfortable asking questions in the classroom, need to discuss a private matter or are not willing to 
use the “Forums” function on the course OWL website, then please use the ‘in-person’ office hour or 
the “Messages” function on the course OWL website.  
 
Course OWL Website 
Students are responsible for checking regularly the course OWL website. The course syllabus, 
required readings, recommended and supplemental readings, handouts, cases, assignments 
and PowerPoint slides are posted on the course OWL website (https://owl.uwo.ca/portal). When 
possible, the materials used for the lectures/discussions will be posted at least one hour prior to 
the start of class.   
 
The course OWL website serves as the communication centre for the course. The “Forums” 
function on OWL is to be used for asking questions relative to information presented in class 
lectures/discussions, readings, assignments, etc. Questions posted via the “Messages” function 
(private communication with the course professor) are for questions of a one-to-one nature (i.e., 
queries about material in the course, notice for being late for class, missed assignments, etc.). 
Course assignments will be completed and submitted via OWL. Course announcements also will 
be posted via the course OWL website.  Messages from the course professor to students will be 
sent via the “Messages”, “Forums” or “Announcements” functions. 
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Readings 
Required readings for each course topic are available on the course website. Students are responsible 
for accessing and completing each reading. 
 

Text 
There is no required text. However, the following texts are highly recommended for your current and 
future professional reading and library. 

1. Asp, E. D., & de Villiers, J. (2010). When Language Breaks Down: Analysing Discourse in 
Clinical Contexts. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

2. Bayles, K. A., & Tomoeda, C. (2014). Cognitive-Communication Disorders of Dementia (2nd 
ed.). San Diego, CA: Plural Publishing. 

3. Bayles, K. A., & Tomoeda, C. K. (1997). Improving Function in Dementia and Other Cognitive-
Linguistic Disorders. Austin, TX: Pro-ED. 

4. Bayles, K. A., & Tomoeda, C. K. (2013). MCI and Alzheimer’s Dementia: Clinical Essentials for 
Assessment and Treatment of Cognitive-Communication Disorders. San Diego, CA: Plural 
Publishing 

5. Bourgeois, M. S., & Hickey, E. M. (eds.) (2017). Dementia: Person-Centered Assessment and 
Intervention (2nd ed.). NY: Routledge – Taylor and Francis Group. 

6. Bryan, K., & Maxim, J. (1996). Communication Disability and the Psychiatry of Old Age. San 
Diego, CA: Whurr Publishers.  

7. Carozza, S. (2016). Communication and Aging: Creative Approaches to Improving the Quality 
of Life. San Diego, CA: Plural Publishing. 

8. Davis, B. H. (Ed.). (2005). Alzheimer Talk, Text, and Context: Enhancing Communication. New 
York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan.  

9. Guendouzi, J., & Muller, N. (2006). Approaches to Discourse in Dementia. New York, NY: 
Taylor & Francis Group. 

10. Harwood, J. (2007). Understanding Communication and Aging. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
Publications. 

11. Hull, R. H. (2017). Communication Disorders in Aging. San Diego, CA: Plural Publishing. 
12. Hummert, M., Wiemann, J. M., & Nussbaum, J. F. (Eds.). (1994). Interpersonal 

Communication in Older Adulthood: Interdisciplinary Theory and Research. Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Sage Publications.  

13. Hummert, M., & Nussbaum, J. F. (2001). Aging, Communication, and Health: Linking Research 
and Practice for Successful Aging. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

14. Kempler, D. (2005). Neurocognitive Disorders in Aging. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
Publications.  

15. Loehr, J.L. & Malone, M.L. (2014). Here’s how to treat dementia. San Diego, CA: Plural 
Publishing. 

16. Lubinski, R. (1995). Dementia and Communication. San Diego, CA: Singular Publishing Group. 
17. Maxim, J., & Bryan, K. (1994). Language of the Elderly: A Clinical Perspective. London, 

England: Whurr Publishers.  
18. Sabat, S. R. (2018). Alzheimer’s disease & dementia: What everyone needs to know. NY, NY: 

Oxford University Press USA. 
19. Toner, M. A., Shadden, B. B., Gluth, M. B. (2011). Aging and Communication (2nd ed.). Austin, 

TX: Pro Ed. 
20. Ulatowska, H. K. (Ed.). (1985). The Aging Brain: Communication in the Elderly. San Diego, CA: 

College-Hill Press. 
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21. Wister, A.V. (2019). Aging as a social process: Canada and beyond. Don Mills, CA: Oxford 
University Press Canada. 

22. Worrall, L. E., & Hickson, L. M. (2003). Communication Disability in Aging: From Prevention to 
Intervention. Clifton Park, NY: Delmar Learning. 

Part 3 Course Requirements 
Students’ academic performances in Part 3 of the special Topics course are worth 34% toward the 
final course grade (i.e., Part 1-AAC = 33% and Part 2-TBI = 33%). Students are required to complete 
the following for Part 3: 
1. Attend the weekly lectures. 
2. Participate actively in the discussions and critiques of the readings on the assigned topics during 

each class. Students who are unable to attend a class must let the professor know well-enough in 
advance to make alternate arrangements for them to make up the material. 

3. Assignment #1: 30% toward the final grade of Part 3 (i.e., 30% toward the Part 3 grade 
weighted as 34% of the final grade for CSD 9637a) 
Ø Code the orthographic transcript of the A-V recording for specific elements of: 

a. elderspeak/secondary baby-talk/patronizing spoken language including nonverbal 
elements 

b. person-centered communication enhancement strategies 
 

Ø Submit your assignment as a MS Word document 
 

v Submit Assignment #1 using the course OWL website Assignment submission tool before or 
on Friday 22nd Nov 2019 at 5pm. 
 

4. Assignment #2: Complete ONE of the following options. Each option is worth 70% toward the 
final grade of Part 3. 

 
A. Submit in writing via the course OWL Assignment site using Turnitin a critical review of 

relevant, current scientific literature on a topic of interest in communication and aging. 
There are unlimited topics on which students may write their review. Please discuss and 
confirm your topic with the course professor BEFORE starting your review. The following 
are requirements for the written critique: 

Ø A maximum 2500-word critical analysis (i.e., ~ 10 pages or fewer; excluding title 
page, references, tables, figures or other appended material) 

i. Epidemiology and demographics of condition 
ii. Summary of key communication, cognitive, behavioural, medical, social, 

economic, political and/or other salient features 
iii. Assessment considerations 
iv. Therapy approach(es) – evidence-informed?? 
v. Controversies, if any 
vi. Future considerations; next steps 

Ø Use sans serif font - 12 point (e.g., Arial, Helvetica, Calibri, etc.) 
Ø 2.5 cm margins 
Ø Number each page 
Ø Use centre and side headings 
Ø APA 7th edition reference format (See 

http://www.lib.uwo.ca/services/styleguides.html) 
 
B. Submit in writing via the course OWL Assignment site using Turnitin a summary and 

critique of ONE published language or cognitive-communication assessment for which 
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there are published normative data for older adults. Address in your summary: 
Ø the purpose(s) of the assessment 
Ø the general and specific areas/domains examined (e.g., general could be body 

structures and functions, activity, participation, etc.; specific could be writing to 
dictation, spoken and written discourse, repetition, reading comprehension for 
words, sentences and paragraphs, etc.) – this could be presented in 
table/chart/figure format 

Ø critical discussions of the psychometric and demographic values of normative data 
Ø clinical utility of the assessment 

  
The following are requirements for the summary and critique of the assessment: 

Ø A maximum 2500-words (i.e., ~ 10 pages or fewer; excluding title page, 
references, tables, figures or other appended material) 

Ø Use sans serif font - 12 point (e.g., Arial, Helvetica, Calibri, etc.) 
Ø 2.5 cm margins 
Ø Number each page 
Ø Use centre and side headings 
Ø APA 7th edition reference format (See 

http://www.lib.uwo.ca/services/styleguides.html) 
 

C. Submit in writing via the course OWL Assignment site using Turnitin a critique of ONE 
peer-reviewed scientific data-based article on a topic of interest in communication and 
aging. There are unlimited topics on which students may write their critique. Please discuss 
and confirm your topic with the course professor BEFORE starting your critique. The 
following are requirements for the written critique: 

Ø A maximum 2500-word critical analysis (i.e., ~ 10 pages or fewer; excluding title 
page, references, tables, figures or other appended material) 

i. Why this topic? 
ii. Its relevance to aging 
iii. Summary of: 

1. Background literature 
2. Strengths and weakness of Design and Method 
3. Key Results (i.e., statistically, theoretically and clinically significant) 
4. Significant and implications of findings 

iv. Controversies, if any 
v. Future considerations; next steps 

Ø Use sans serif font - 12 point (e.g., Arial, Helvetica, Calibri, etc.) 
Ø 2.5 cm margins 
Ø Number each page 
Ø Use centre and side headings 
Ø APA 7th edition reference format (See 

http://www.lib.uwo.ca/services/styleguides.html) 
 

v Submit Assignment #2 using the course OWL Assignment site using the Turnitin submission 
tool before or on Friday 13th Dec 2019 at 5pm. 
 

v Submit your assignment as a MS Word document 
 

v No assignments will be accepted after the deadline unless (a) prior written notice is 
provided to the course professor and written approval is given by the professor or (b) there are 
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extenuating circumstances. In the case of prior written approval provided by the course 
professor or in extenuating circumstances, students will incur a 5% grade penalty for each day 
the assignment is submitted late (e.g., 5 days late = 25% reduction in grade). An 
(pre)authorized late submission is approved only by the course professor based solely on 
written, original documentation of acute medical, psychological or compassionate reasons 
provided to the course professor from an authorized health care physician (e.g., Western 
Health Services MD) or another authorized person(s). The written documentation must indicate 
that the student was seen for an acute medical or psychological condition just prior to (e.g., 1 
to 2 days) or on the date of the assignment, or that the student had to attend a personal 
appointment that is/was unexpected and/or an emergency. The documentation must indicate 
that it is the judgment of the attending physician or the other authorized person that the student 
is/was unable to complete the assignment on time or at all. Students will not be allowed to 
submit the assignment late without original written documentation. Only the course 
professor can provide deadline extensions to submit assignments based on written original 
documentation of acute medical or psychological conditions, or for compassionate reasons. 

 
Grading 
Students who have questions regarding the marks they earned on any assignment are required to 
present them to the course professor in writing no sooner than one week following the posting of an 
assignment grade. The grace period permits students time to formulate questions and to prepare 
evidence for their position. Please recall that grades, marks or credits are earned by students. 

 
Written appeals of the grading decision reached by the course professor for Part 3 of the Special 
Topics course are to be addressed to the Associate Dean – Scholarship of the Faculty of Health 
Sciences (Dr. Denise Connelly, Rm 200F, Arthur and Sonia Labatt Building, 519-661-2111 Ext 82238, 
dconnell@uwo.ca). Written appeals of the grading decision reached by the Associate Dean – 
Scholarship are addressed to the Dean of Health Sciences (Dr. Jayne Garland, jgarland@uwo.ca).  
Finally, enquiries may be made with the Office of the Ombudsperson 
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/index.html). 
 
v To pass Part 3 of the course students must attain an overall grade of at least 60% 

according to the grade weighting given above. 
 
Standards of Conduct in the Class 
Students must comply with the following professional expectations for classroom conduct: 

1. Students are expected to attain and to maintain the same high standards of scholarly conduct 
and professional moral judgment in the classroom as those that they are expected to maintain 
when they become fully accredited, registered or licensed speech-language pathologists; 

2. Students, the professor and any guest lecturers will: 
a. behave and communicate in a manner that is welcoming, supportive and respectful of 

cultural and individual differences; 
b. communicate in a manner consistent with the style of communication expected in 

professional workplaces; 
c. engage in active learning to support scholarly, constructive debate through exploration 

of the topics covered in the course by asking questions and contributing comments 
during discussions; constructive criticism is encouraged and is not intended to make 
students feel uncomfortable or to be offensive, but please be aware that students may 
feel uncomfortable or may be offended; 

3. Conduct that could distract students, the professor or guest lecturers during a class must be 
avoided. This includes, but is not limited, to talking when others are speaking, to passing 
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notes, to sleeping and overt inattention, to the use of social media for non-class purposes, 
among other distracting actions; 

4. Please arrive on time for class. If you are unavoidably late, please enter quietly and take the 
nearest seat. 

 
Standards of Scholarship and Plagiarism 
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, found at the following website: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf 
 
Students are responsible for understanding and following the standards of scholarship within the 
University community. Students are encouraged to review the standards, as outlined in the section on 
Scholastic Offences in Western’s Academic Calendar and on the School of Graduate and Postdoctoral 
Studies web site (http://grad.uwo.ca/). The standards include, but are not limited to, proper citation of 
sources of information (i.e., issues related to plagiarism), photocopying of copyrighted materials, etc. 
Moreover, the offences include cheating on a test, quiz or an exam, submitting false or fraudulent 
assignments or credentials, impersonating a candidate, or submitting for credit in any course without 
the knowledge and approval of the course professor to whom it is submitted, any academic work for 
which credit has previously been obtained or is being sought in another course in the University or 
elsewhere.  
 
Students must produce and submit responses on tests, quizzes, assignments and exams in their own 
words (i.e., do not plagiarize) and without assistance from others. Plagiarism is the unacknowledged 
use of another writer’s ideas or words. Plagiarism is a major academic offence (See Scholastic 
Offence Policy in the Western Academic Calendar). 
 
The penalties for a student guilty of a scholastic offence range from refusal of a passing grade on the 
test, quiz, assignment or exam, refusal of a passing grade in the course, suspension from the 
University, and expulsion from the University. Again, please consult Western’s Academic Calendar for 
more information on penalties. In addition, please review the relevant sections in the CSD 
Student Handbook titled “Student Responsibility”. 
Health and Wellness 
As part of a successful graduate student experience at Western, faculty, staff and administrators 
encourage students to make their health and wellness a priority. Western provides several on campus 
health-related services to help students achieve optimum health and to engage in healthy living while 
pursuing their graduate degree. For example, to support physical activity, all students, as part of their 
registration, receive membership in Western’s Campus Recreation Centre. Numerous cultural events 
also are offered throughout the year. For example, please check out the Faculty of Music web page 
http://www.music.uwo.ca/, and Western’s McIntosh Gallery http://www.mcintoshgallery.ca/.   
Information regarding health- and wellness-related services available to students can be found at 
http://uwo.ca/health/. Students seeking help regarding mental health concerns are advised to speak to 
someone with whom they feel comfortable confiding such as their faculty academic advisor, the 
School Director, the Chair of the Graduate Program Committee, or other relevant faculty or 
administrators in their unit. Campus mental health resources may be found at 
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/resources.html.  Also, please review in the CSD Student 
Handbook the relevant section titled “Student Well Being, Mental Health and 
Accommodations”. 
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Attendance 
Accommodation for absence from classes or other activities and adjustment of deadlines will be made 
by the course professor only for documented reasons of: 

Ø illness 
Ø compassionate circumstances 
Ø religious observances that are designated for schedule consideration on Western’s Calendar of 

Religious Holidays 
Ø pre-approved professional activities such as conference attendance 

Students are expected to make all practical efforts to avoid absences for other reasons. This can be 
accomplished, for example, by making travel plans that minimize the impact of potential delays and by 
scheduling or deferring trips and events so that they do not conflict with any program activities.  
 
If a student feels he/she must be absent (e.g., because of inclement weather) or chooses to be absent 
for some other reason (e.g., to attend a wedding or other family celebration), he/she must take 
responsibility for that absence by taking all steps necessary to make up for course content or training 
missed during the absence. However, taking such steps does not take the place of meeting any 
attendance or deadlines designated as required course elements by a course professor. Course 
professors are under no obligation to make special arrangements to facilitate this. Prior to such an 
absence, a student must notify his/her CSD faculty advisor and any course professor(s) and/or clinical 
educators affected, including the appropriate Clinical Education Coordinator in audiology and SLP. 
 
Topics – See course OWL Website for required readings (posted as pdf under each Topic) 
 
Classes 1 and 2 – 28th Oct and 4th Nov 2019 

Ø Syllabus review 
Ø Aging and the demographics of older adults 
Ø Myths of aging 
Ø Social, psychological and biological theories of aging 

 
Ø Aging related changes in hearing, speech production, language and cognition 
Ø Language and discourse changes associated with normal aging 

 
Classes 3 and 4 – 11th and 18th Nov 2019 

Ø Psychosocial and cognitive theories of communication and aging 
Ø Accommodation and over-accommodation theories of communication of aging 
 
Ø Assessment of language, discourse and cognitive-communication in older adults 
Ø Language and cognitive-communication issues in mental status examinations 

 
Ø  Linguistic communication and discourse in: 

Ø Various types of dementia 
Ø Individuals with progressive degenerative neurological disorders (e.g., amyotrophic 

lateral sclerosis, AIDS, Parkinson's disease, Huntington’s disease, multiple 
sclerosis) and pre-existing disabilities (e.g., Down syndrome) 

 
Classes 5 and 6 – 25th Nov & 2nd Dec 2019 

Ø (Cont’d) Linguistic communication and discourse in: 
Ø Various types of dementia 
Ø Individuals with progressive degenerative neurological disorders (e.g., amyotrophic 
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lateral sclerosis, AIDS, Parkinson's disease, Huntington’s disease, multiple 
sclerosis) and pre-existing disabilities (e.g., Down syndrome) 

 
Ø Language and cognitive-communication intervention issues – direct and indirect (e.g., 

education and training programs, etc.) 
Ø Interdisciplinary teams and communication intervention programs 

 
Ø Palliative care and roles of SLP    


