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Instructor: BJ Cunningham, PhD, SLP(C), Reg. CASLPO 
Email:  bj.cunningham@uwo.ca 
Office Hours:  by appointment  
Course Time: The course will be delivered virtually from January 4-21 (primarily asynchronous) 

The remainder of the course (February 1 – April 1) is expected to be run in 
person on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00-10:30 in EC 1520c  
*Note: the stated delivery formats are subject change based on pandemic 
restrictions and recommendations from Western University. 

 
Teaching Assistant: Meaghan Lewcock, SLP 
Email: malexa6@uwo.ca  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Course Goal  
By the end of the course, students will be able to select and apply evidence-based practices in 
the assessment and intervention of speech sound disorders in children.  
 
Learning Objectives  
1. Explain how speech sounds emerge and are mastered in typically developing children. 
2. Describe and differentiate the various types of speech sound disorders. 

3. Understand the causes, prevalence, impact, and outcomes of speech sound disorders. 

4. Demonstrate knowledge of theories relevant to speech sound disorders and their application 
in clinical practice. 

5. Explain the goals and methods for the assessment of speech sound disorders in children, 
including for children who are English Language Learners. 

6. Select appropriate measures and methods for assessing speech sound disorders.  

7. Describe the principles of motor learning and how they are applied in the treatment of 

children with speech sound disorders. 

8. Differentiate interventions for children with rule versus motor-based speech sound disorders. 

9. Select appropriate models of intervention for children with different speech sound disorders.  

10. Apply the World Health Organization’s International Classification of Functioning, Disability, 
and Health to the assessment and treatment of children with speech sound disorders. 

 
Course Webpage  
The course webpage is available on OWL.  
 
Required Text 
McLeod, S. & Baker, E. (2017) Children’s Speech: An Evidenced-Based Approach to 
Assessment and Intervention. Pearson 
 
Recommended Texts 
Williams, L.A, McLeod, S. & McCauley, R.J. (2021). Interventions for Speech Sound Disorders 
in Children, Second Edition. Brookes Publishing. 
 
Secord, W.A, Boyce, S.E. Donohue, J.S., Fox, R.A. & Shine, R.E. (2007). Eliciting Sounds 
Techniques & Strategies for Clinicians, Second Edition. Delmar Cengage Learning 
 
 

 

mailto:bj.cunningham@uwo.ca
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Course Requirements and Grading 

 

1. Participation – 15% - required every second week 
Every second week (weeks 1, 3, 5, 7, 10, 13), you will be participating in small group 
learning activities (e.g., forum discussions, Google docs). Activities will include scenarios 
that are similar to those you will encounter as speech-language pathologists. Participating 
will help you apply what you learn in lectures and readings and begin to prepare you for 
practice. Initial posts are due by Thursday on the week they are due, and response posts 
are due Saturday on the week they are due. Participation will be graded using the 
Participation Grading Rubric (see OWL for more detail on grading).   

 
2. Midterm Exam – 30% - February 10, 2022, 9:00am-10:30am 

The midterm exam will cover required readings, lecture materials and major concepts 
presented and discussed. It will include some multiple choice questions, but will focus 
primarily on clinical case scenarios. This is an open-book exam. If in person, the exam will 
be completed on paper. If virtual, students will complete the exam as an OWL Quiz.  
 

3. Individual Assessment Assignment – 15% - March 1, 2022, 9:00am 
For this assignment, students will review a clinical case scenario and create a 

comprehensive assessment plan for a young child with suspected speech sound disorder. 

This assignment is to be completed individually and students must prepare assignments 

using their own words. Completed assignments must be uploaded to OWL by or before 

9:00am EST on March 1, 2022.  

 

4. Final Exam –40% - To be scheduled during the final exam period 
The final exam will cover required readings, lecture materials, and concepts discussed and 

reviewed during applied group activities. This is an open-book exam that will be scheduled 

during the final exam period. If in person, the exam will be completed on paper. If virtual, 

students will complete the exam as an OWL Quiz. 

 
Note 1: This course contains pass requirements (required elements), as specified above. To 
pass this course you must attain a grade of at least 60% according to the usual grade weighting 
given above AND you must attain a grade of at least 60% for each required element. If your 
grade on individual tasks is lower than 60%, your submitted grade will be the lower of: a) 59% 
and b) your grade calculated as usual according to the weighting given above. That is, the 

highest grade possible if required elements are not passed would be 59%. 

Note 2: The policy of the CSD program is that the assigned course grade is the instructor’s final 
assessment of a student’s performance and already includes any and all grade rounding an 
instructor has chosen to implement. Assigned grades “close to” 60% or other letter-grade 
boundaries will not be further rounded up, with the exception that grades submitted with decimal 
percentages are rounded up or down to the nearest integer by the Registrar before appearing 
on the student’s record. 

Absence Policy  
Please refer to the Student Handbook for our Program’s absence policy. If you are unable to 
participate in any scheduled activity for any reason (including a positive COVID screening 
result), please contact all relevant instructors as soon as possible. If you require academic relief 
(e.g. make-up exam, change of due date) due to an absence, you must request it through the 



WESTERN UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF CSD 
COMMSCI 9619B DEVELOPMENTAL SPEECH DISORDERS 

WINTER 2022 
 

CSD 9619B  Cunningham 
Winter 2022                Page 3 of 7 

Student Support Committee, and documentation may be required. If you must miss in-person 
instruction sessions due to a positive COVID screening result or to illness, we will assist you in 
completing those activities as soon as is feasible once you are able to return. 
 

Policy on Missed Exams and Assignments 
If you miss an exam or assignment deadline, you will not be allowed to write the exam or submit 
the assignment without original written medical documentation (for acute medical or 
compassionate reasons). A Western Student Medical Certificate is required if you are seeking 
academic accommodation due to illness. This documentation must be obtained at your initial 
consultation with a physician and must indicate that you were unable to fulfill your academic 
obligations (e.g., unable to complete an assignment) at the time the assignment was due. For 
more detailed information or to download a Student Medical Form please visit 
https://student.uwo.ca/. If you must miss an exam or assignment, please submit your medical 
documentation within two days of the due date. The penalty for missing a deadline without the 
appropriate documentation is a grade of “0” for that course requirement.  
 

Student Questions  
Student with questions about course requirements, content, or exams should post questions in 
the Forums section of the course OWL site so that all students can benefit from the response. 
Responses to questions will be posted within 24 hours (weekends and holidays excluded). 
Personal matters should be addressed through private online meetings or email 

correspondence with the course instructor. 
 

Academic Integrity 

Students are responsible for understanding what constitutes academic dishonesty. In DSD, 
examples of academic dishonesty might include plagiarism (e.g., failing to cite the source of 
your information in a written assignment), submitting false research, copying another student’s 
work, submitting work for credit that has been previously submitted in another course, or 
interfering with another person’s scholastic work. The penalties for students who commit an 
academic offence range from a failing grade on an exam or assignment to suspension or 
expulsion from the university. Please ensure you comply with Western’s requirements for 
academic integrity.  
 
Students must prepare their assignment, exam responses, and discussion posts in their 
own words. Whenever students take an idea or a passage of text from another author or 
authors, they must acknowledge their credit by using quotation marks where appropriate and by 
proper referencing of the sources of the information. Consult with Dr. Cunningham and the 
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association – 7th edition to ensure proper 
acknowledgement and citation of previously published material. Plagiarism is the 
unacknowledged use of another writer’s ideas or words and is a major academic offence. 
 
The assignment, exams, and discussion posts are subject to submission for textual similarity 
review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the 
detection of plagiarism. All assignments and exams submitted for such checking will be included 
as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of 
papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing 
agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com 
(http://www.turnitin.com). 
 
 

https://student.uwo.ca/
http://www.turnitin.com/
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Appealing Academic Evaluations  

If you fail to meet the pass requirements for this course you may be eligible for a 
supplemental assessment or to make an academic appeal. Please refer to the current 
CSD Student Handbook for details. 
If you require academic relief in this course (e.g. deadline extension, make-up exam, etc., due 

to illness or other extenuating circumstance), you must request it formally via the CSD Student 

Support Committee (SSC). Please contact Janet Harman (jharman3@uwo.ca) to be connected 

with a member of the SSC for assistance. 

Professionalism and Civility in the Online Classroom 
Students are expected to maintain the same high standards of conduct as will be expected 
when they become speech-language pathologists. The following conduct is expected at all 
times throughout the term:  
1. Students and the instructor will behave in a manner that is welcoming, supportive, and 

respectful of cultural and individual differences at all times.  

2. Students will participate in the course each week by reviewing lecture materials and 
readings, and posting questions or comments to the OWL Forum and in Google Docs as 

appropriate. Communication will be consistent with that used in a professional workplace.  

 

Online etiquette 

Some components of this course will involve online interactions.  To ensure the best experience 

for both you and your classmates, please refer to the relevant sections of the CSD Student 

Handbook on professionalism and classroom conduct, and honour the following rules of 

etiquette: 

• Please “arrive” to class on time. 

• As a security measure, only participants using their UWO credentials will be 
permitted to access the class. 

• Please use your computer and/or laptop if possible (as opposed to a cell phone or 
tablet) 

• Ensure that you are in a private location to protect the confidentiality of discussions 
in the event that a class discussion deals with sensitive or personal material. 

• For synchronous activities - To minimize background noise, kindly mute your 
microphone for the entire class until you are invited to speak, unless directed 
otherwise. Additionally, please turn off video cameras unless you are invited to speak 
in order to give us optimum bandwidth and web quality. Unless invited by your 

instructor, do not share your screen in the meeting. 

General considerations of “netiquette”: 

• Keep in mind the different cultural and linguistic backgrounds of the students in the 
course. 

• Be courteous toward the instructor, your colleagues, and authors whose work you 
are discussing. 

• Be respectful of the diversity of viewpoints that you will encounter in the class and in 
your readings. The exchange of diverse ideas and opinions is part of the scholarly 
environment. “Flaming” is never appropriate. 

mailto:jharman3@uwo.ca
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• Be professional and scholarly in all online postings. Cite the ideas of others 
appropriately. 

Note that disruptive behaviour of any type during online classes, including inappropriate use of 

the chat function, is unacceptable. Students found guilty of Zoom-bombing a class or of other 

serious online offenses may be subject to disciplinary measures under the Code of Student 

Conduct. 

Professionalism and Civility in the in-person Classroom 
Students are expected to maintain the same high standards of conduct as will be expected 
when they become speech-language pathologists. The following conduct is expected at all 
times throughout the term:  
 

1. Students and the instructors will behave in a manner that is welcoming, supportive, 

and respectful of cultural and individual differences at all times. 

2. Students are expected to participate in the course by asking questions and 

contributing comments during lectures. 

3. Conduct that could distract fellow students or the instructor during a lecture must be 

avoided. This includes but is not limited to talking when others are speaking, passing 

notes, sleeping, and overt inattention. 

4. Please arrive on time for class. If you are unavoidably late, please enter quietly and 

take the nearest seat. 

5. Phones and other electronic devices should be turned off during class. Receiving 

and sending messages should not be undertaken during the lecture. 

6. Computers may be used solely for course purposes, e.g., taking notes. Students 

must not browse the web, use email, or engage in persona; messaging during class. 

 

In the School of CSD professionalism in both the online and in-person classroom is 

demonstrated through the enactment of principles and commitments deemed important to our 

professions. The list below provides professionalism behaviours that the School of CSD expects 

our students to aspire to and demonstrate with patients, families, peers, preceptors, faculty 

members, administrators in our School, and society as a whole. 

• Honesty and integrity 

• Empathy and compassion   

• Judgement 

• Ethics 

• Altruism and respect 

for others   

• Trustworthiness and 

dependability   

• Initiative and 

engagement   

• Collaboration 

• Cooperation 

• Organization 

• Responsibility 

• Commitment 

to improve 

• Competence 

• Effective 

verbal/written 

communication 

 

• Relationship boundaries   

• Professional presentation   

• Inclusion and diversity 

• Accountability 

• Safeguards of 

privacy/confidentiality/health 

information 

• Clinical Reasoning 

• Shared decision making 

• Safeguards of health and 

safety   

COVID-related measures 

For the health and safety of all, students must comply with all infection prevention and control 

measures communicated by the instructor, the School of CSD, the Faculty of Health Sciences, 
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and Western University. Everyone on campus is now required to wear three- layer non-medical 

masks, rather than cloth masks, indoors and in the presence of others. We are all depending 

upon each other to minimize the likelihood of any student, faculty, or staff member becoming ill, 

which may jeopardize the delivery of our programs. Find more information here: 

https://www.uwo.ca/coronavirus/students.html  

COVID ‘pivot’ to online potential 

The School of CSD will follow policies and directions received from Western University. Should 

Western University be required to suspend in-person classes during the academic term, 

policies, procedures, and direction on how coursework will be completed will be provided to 

students in the School of CSD as soon as we receive direction from the FHS and Western 

University. 

Health and Wellness 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 

http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 

Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 

Western is committed to achieving barrier-free accessibility for all its members, including 

graduate students. As part of this commitment, Western provides a variety of services devoted 

to promoting, advocating, and accommodating persons with disabilities in their respective 

graduate program. 

Graduate students with disabilities (for example, chronic illnesses, mental health conditions, 

mobility impairments) are encouraged to register with Student Accessibility Services, a 

confidential service designed to support graduate and undergraduate students through their 

academic program. With the appropriate documentation, the student will work with both SAS  

and their graduate programs (normally their Graduate Chair and/or Course instructor) to ensure 

that appropriate academic accommodations to program requirements are arranged.  These 

accommodations include individual counselling, alternative formatted literature, accessible 

campus transportation, learning strategy instruction, writing exams and assistive technology 

instruction. For more information, see http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.uwo.ca/coronavirus/students.html
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/
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Lecture Schedule (*subject to change) 

 

Week Date Topic Participation Readings 

1 Jan 4 

 

Course overview, definitions and terminology, etiology and 
outcomes 

Speech sound development  

#1- Discussion posts Chapter 1 
Chapter 6, pp. 191-212 

2 Jan 11 

 

Foundations for Speech 

Speech Sound Disorder Types – Phonemic 
 

 Chapter 3 

Chapter 2, p. 38-40, 56-59 

Chapter 5, pp. 151-159 

3 Jan 18 

 

Speech Sound Disorder Types – Phonetic, 

Classification of speech sound disorders 

Theories of children’s speech 

#2- Google doc activity  Chapter 2, p. 41-56 

Chapter 5 (excluding p. 
151-159) 

4 Jan 25 

 

Assessment 1 – Overview 

Assessment 2 – Comprehensive Assessment for SSD 

 Chapter 7 
Chapter 8 

5 Feb 1 Assessment 3 - Multilingualism  Chapter 8 

Feb 3 Analysis of children’s speech #3 - Discussion posts Chapter 9 

6 Feb 8 Midterm Review   

Feb 10 MIDTERM   

7 Feb 15 Goal setting  Chapter 10 

Feb 17 Intervention principles #4 - Discussion posts  Chapter 11 

8 Feb 22/24 Reading Week   

9 Mar 1 Intervention procedures  Chapter 12, p. 413-422 

 Assignment Due   

Mar 3 Evaluating interventions  Chapter 12, p. 422-432 

10 Mar 8 Phonological interventions 1  Chapter 13, p. 435-452 

Mar 10 Phonological interventions 2 #5 - Google doc activity  Chapter 13, p.453-477 

11 March 15 Phonetic interventions 1  Chapter 14, p. 484-499 

March 17 Phonetic interventions 2  Chapter 14, p. 500-518 

12 March 22 Case studies 1 – selecting/planning interventions in DSD   

March 24 Guest Lecture – Childhood Apraxia of Speech  Brooke Rea, SLP 

13 March 29 Case studies 2 – selecting/planning interventions in DSD   

March 31 Guest Lecture – Phonological delay/disorder in practice #6 – Discussion posts Becky McArthur, SLP 

 TBD   FINAL EXAM   

 


