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[image: ]50th Anniversary Conference of
The Canada-United States Law Institute
“The Future of Canada-United States Relations”

Monday, May 11th, 2026, at the Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg Center, 555 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC 20001
Summary Agenda
8:00 – 9:00AM  Coffee and Continental Breakfast
9:00 – 9:30AM  Opening
	Christopher Sands – Director, Hopkins Center for Canadian Studies, Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies 
Stephen Petras, United States National Director of the Canada – United States Law Institute, Director, Frederick K. Cox International Law Center, Case Western Reserve University School of Law
	Peter MacKay, Co-Chair, Canada-United States Law Institute, Senior Counsel, McInnes Cooper, Strategic Advisor, Deloitte Canada, Former Canadian Minister of Justice and Attorney General, Former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Former Minister of National Defence 
James Blanchard, Co-Chair, Canada-United States Law Institute, Former Governor of Michigan, Former United States Ambassador to Canada, Former United States Representative from Michigan
	Reflections on Sidney Picker’s Idea to Create the Canada – United States Law Institute by Jane Picker, Former Professor, Cleveland State University School of Law 
Presentation by Martha Hall Findlay, Professor of Law, The School of Public Policy, University of Calgary, Former Member of the Canadian Parliament, Former Chief Sustainability Officer and Chief Climate Officer, Suncor Energy, of the Sidney J. Picker Award to Kirsten Hillman, Former Canadian Ambassador to the United States 
Video Response by Kirsten Hillman

Presentation by Richard Newcomb, Partner, DLA Piper, Former Director of the Office of Foreign Assets Control, United States Treasury Department, of the Henry T. King, Jr. Award to David C. Jacobson, Former United States Ambassador to Canada 

9:30 – 10:45AM Panel 1:  What the Journalists See
·        Moderator: Martha Hall Findlay, Professor of Law, The School of Public Policy, University of Calgary, Former Member of the Canadian Parliament, Former Chief Sustainability Officer and Chief Climate Officer, Suncor Energy
·        Josh Rogin, Lead Global Security Analyst, Washington Post 
·        Todd Spangler, Washington Correspondent, Detroit Free Press 
•      Fred Upton, Commentator, Former United States Representative from Michigan  

10:45 – 11:00AM  Break

11:00AM – 12:20PM  Panel 2:  The Ambassadors:  Today’s Challenges
Peter Hoekstra, Ambassador of the United States to Canada – Virtual 
·        Moderator: James Blanchard, Co-Chair, Canada-United States Law Institute, Former Governor of Michigan, Former United States Ambassador to Canada, and Former United States Representative from Michigan  
·        David L. Cohen, Former Ambassador of the United States to Canada 
·        David C. Jacobson, Former Ambassador of the United States to Canada
·        Stephen de Boer, Member, Strategic Advisory Board, Wellington Advocacy, Former Deputy Minister and Foreign and Defence Policy Advisor to the Prime Minister, and Former Canadian Ambassador to the World Trade Organization

12:20 – 12:30PM - Break
12:30 – 1:00PM  Lunch
Tributes honoring the Canada – United States Law Institute
·        Paul Rose, Dean, Case Western Reserve University School of Law
·        Colin Bird, Consul General of Canada in Detroit 
·        Peter Johnson, Deputy Director, Great Lakes St. Lawrence Governors & Premiers 
•      Recognition of Proclamations from State of Ohio, City of Cleveland, and United States Congress 

1:00 – 1:45PM Fireside Chat
·        Mark D. Wiseman, Ambassador of Canada to the United States, with James Blanchard

1:45 – 3:15PM  Panel 3:  The Future of Canada – United States Trade
·        Moderator: Christopher Sands, Director, Hopkins Center for Canadian Studies, Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies 
·        Stephen de Boer, Member, Strategic Advisory Board, Wellington Advocacy, Former Deputy Minister and Foreign and Defence Policy Advisor to the Prime Minister, Former Canadian Ambassador to the World Trade Organization 
·        Beth Burke, CEO, Canadian American Business Council 
·        Ian Sheldon, Fellow, Agricultural and Applied Economics Association, Andersons Chair in Agricultural Marketing, Trade and Policy, Ohio State University 
•      Martha Hall Findlay, Professor of Law, The School of Public Policy, University of Calgary, Former Member of the Canadian Parliament, Former Chief Sustainability Officer and Chief Climate Officer, Suncor Energy 

3:15 – 3:30PM   Break
3:30 – 4:45PM  Panel 4:  The Security of North America
·        Moderator: Peter MacKay, Co-Chair, Canada-United States Law Institute, Senior Counsel, McInnes Cooper, Strategic Advisor, Deloitte Canada, Former Canadian Minister of Justice and Attorney General, Former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Former Minister of National Defence 
·        Thomas J. Lawson, Chair of the Board of Conference of Defence Associations and CDA Institute, Retired General, Canadian Air Force, Former Chief of the Defence Staff of the Canadian Armed Forces (comparable to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff), Former Deputy Commander of NORAD 
·        Donald J. Bacon, United States Representative of Nebraska, Former Brigadier General, United States Airforce 
·        Charlie Dent, Former United States Representative from Pennsylvania  

4:45 – 5:00PM	Concluding Remarks – Chios Carmody, Canadian National Director, Canada – United States Law Institute, Professor, University of Western Ontario Faculty of Law 
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