
 

Greek 9902B: Aristotle’s Politics 

 

Instructor: Prof. Charles Stocking, cstockin@uwo.ca 

 

Office: Lawson 3207 

 

Office Hours: Monday 11:30-12:30 or by appointment 

 

Class Meeting: Monday 2:30-5:30pm - Lawson Hall 3220 

 

Course Descirption 

 

There is perhaps no work of political philosophy that is more influential and controversial than 

Aristotle’s Politics. It is in the Politics that we find the original account of the human being as a 

“political animal”- an idea that has been reiterated and reinterpreted throughout the 20th and 21st 

century. And it is also in the Politics that we find arguments against the institution of democracy 

as well as the promotion of “natural slavery.”  In this course, students will have the opportunity 

to perform close readings and interrogations of the Politics with a view to its specific intellectual 

and historical framework in Classical Greece. At the same time, students will also consider in 

greater detail how the Politics has been received throughout history and influenced modern 

political thought from Thomas Hobbes to Michel Foucault and beyond.  

 

Course Evaluation 

 

Class Participation/Preparation: 10% 

Class Presentation   10% 

Midterm    20% 

Final     30% 

Research Paper   30% 

 

 

Important Policies 

 

Note from the Dean of Arts and Humanities 

You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course prerequisites and 
that you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisites may not be used as basis of 
appeal. If you are not eligible for a course, you may be removed from it at any time, and you will 
receive no adjustment to your fees. These decisions cannot be appealed. 
 
Plagiarism 

Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an 
idea, or a passage of text from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using 
quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. 
Plagiarism is a major academic offence (see Scholastic Offence Policy in the Western Academic 
Calendar). 



 
Scholastic Offences 

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 
 
Academic Consideration for Absences 

Please note that Western’s policy on academic consideration is currently being reviewed and may change 
before this course begins. The policy as it is now can be found here: 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf 
  
Students seeking academic consideration for any missed tests, exams and/or assignments worth 10% or 
more of their final grade must apply to the Office of the Dean (i.e., an academic counsellor) of their home 
faculty and provide documentation. Academic consideration cannot be granted by the instructor or 
department. 
  
In addition to applying to the Office of the Dean of their home faculty, students seeking academic 
consideration must communicate with their instructors no later than 24 hours after the end of the period 
covered by the Student Medical Certificate, or immediately upon their return following a 
documented absence. 
 
Western Accessibility Policy 

Western has many services and programs that support the personal, physical, social and academic 
needs of students with disabilities. For more information and links to these services:   
http://accessibility.uwo.ca/ 
 
 
Accessibility Options 

Accessible Education plays a central role in Western’s efforts to ensure that its academic programs are 
accessible for all students at the graduate and undergraduate levels. Accessible Education arranges 
academic accommodation for classes, exams, internships and other course or program activities. 
Accessible Education also provides digital and Braille textbooks, accessible campus transportation, 
learning strategy instruction for students with learning disabilities, access to computer labs that are 
equipped with assistive technology, referrals for assessments and other services, and bursaries for 
students who meet OSAP’s eligibility criteria. You may wish to contact SAS at 519 661-2111 x 82147 or 
visit their website: http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html for any specific 
question regarding an accommodation. 

Information regarding accommodation of exams is available on the Registrar’s website: 

www.registrar.uwo.ca/examinations/accommodated_exams.html 
 
Mental Health 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 
https://www.uwo.ca/health/  for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
 
Copyright  

Lectures and course materials, including power point presentations, outlines, and similar materials, are 
protected by copyright.  You may take notes and make copies of course materials for your own 
educational use.  You may not record lectures, reproduce (or allow others to reproduce), post or distribute 
lecture notes, wiki material, and other course materials publicly and/or for commercial purposes without 
my written consent. 
Note 

The course requirements and/or grade weighting might change if the course has to be offered remotely. 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf
http://accessibility.uwo.ca/
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/examinations/accommodated_exams.html
https://www.uwo.ca/health/


 

 

 

 


