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THE 2026 CANADA- AFRICA ACADEMIC COLLABORATIONS CONFERENCE (CAACC) 

Conference Theme: Advancing Transdisciplinary Approaches for Inclusive and Sustainable Global Solutions

Co-Chairs: Pauline Omolo (The University of Nairobi, Kenya) and Brianne O’Sullivan (Western University, Canada)

Program: February 26-27, 2026, 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM (Eastern Standard Time)

Registration Link: https://westernuniversity.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_g5m8mQ2BSHConIqulTK_JA

DAY 1: FEBRUARY 26, 2026

	OPENING CEREMONY

	TIME
	Event
	SESSION CHAIR: Saverio Stranges, Professor and Chair, Department of Epidemiology & Biostatistics, Western university
Rapporteur: Sydney Lessard, Master of Advanced Healthcare Practice Student, Western University

	8:15-8:30 AM
	Joining and Registration
	Brianne O’Sullivan, Senior PhD Candidate, Western University. Member, The Africa Institute
Pauline Omolo, Senior PhD Candidate, University of Nairobi. Member, The Africa Institute 
CAACC 2026 Co-Chairs

	8:30- 8:40 AM
	Welcoming Remarks

	Dr. Saverio Stranges
Scientific Director, The Africa Institute, Western University 

	8:40-8:45 AM
	Land Acknowledgement
	Elle Eyre, Bachelor of Medical Sciences Undergraduate Student, Western University. Member, The Africa Institute

	8:45-9:15 AM
	Opening Address
Positioning Africa in a Rapidly Evolving Global Knowledge Ecosystem: Opportunities for Equitable Global Collaboration.

	Prof. Margaret Jesang Hutchinson,
Vice Chancellor, University of Nairobi

	9:15-9:45 AM
	Opening Keynote
Indigenous STEM Education, Innovation, and Two Eyed Seeing 
	Izzy Ward
Director of Education, IndigeSTEAM Society
STEM Coordinator, University of Victoria, Canada

	9:45-10:00 AM
	Q&A – Prof. Hutchinson & Izzy Ward 



	TIME
	SESSION ONE: Transforming Education, Knowledge, and Innovation Systems

	10:00-11:15 AM

	Session Chair: Gervais Ndayizeye, Senior Programs Officer, The Inter-University Council for East Africa (IUCEA). Member, The Africa Institute
	Rapporteur: Natasha Fortin, Western University Alumnus

	
	
1. Kwabena Amporful (Institute of Teacher Education and Development, Ghana): The Impact of the Leading Girls’ Learning Programme (LGLP) Implementation in Ghana (10 mins)
2. Massah Tarawalley (University of Windsor, Canada): Transforming Educational Practice Through Student Placement Mentorship: A Reflective Perspective on Knowledge and Skills Development (10 mins) 
3. Dr. Florence Odarkor Entsua-Mensah (University of Ghana): Exploring the Prospects of AI-Powered Student Support Systems in Ghanaian Higher Education: Opportunities and Risks from Students’ Perspectives. (10 mins) 
4. Agape Ishimwe (African Leadership University, Rwanda): Ubugeni Bwomora (Art That Heals): Community-Led Art Therapy to Combat HIV Stigma and Support Mental Health among Youth Living with HIV in Rwanda (10 mins)
5. Aleminew Abebe Mekonen (Queens University, Canada): Understanding social networks and their roles among students with physical disabilities in higher education: a scoping review (10 mins)
6. Petronilla Mutinda Kingi (University of Nairobi, Kenya): Fostering Collaborative Learning and Knowledge Exchange: Strategies and Digital Approaches in the University of Nairobi, Kenya. (10 mins)



	11:15 – 11:25 AM
	Break



	TIME
	SESSION TWO PANEL: The Impact of Corrosion of Food Contact Materials in Africa 

	
11:25 AM – 11:50 PM

	Moderator: Dr. Yolanda S. Hedberg, Professor and Canada Research Chair, Department of Chemistry, Western University. Advisory Committee Member, The Africa Institute
	Rapporteur: Kelayat Abebe, Undergraduate Student, Biology Department, Western University

	
	Panelists:
1. Grace Ajayi, PhD Student, Chemistry Department, Faculty of Science, Western University
2. Robert Addai, PhD Student, Chemistry Department, Faculty of Science, Western University
3. Temitope Olowoyo, PhD Student, Chemistry Department, Faculty of Science, Western University

	11:50 AM – 12:05 PM 
	Discussion



	
	SESSION TWO: Climate, Environmental Sustainability and Disaster Management

	12:05 – 1:20 PM
	Session Chair: Dr. Yolanda S. Hedberg, Professor and Canada Research Chair, Department of Chemistry, Western University
	Rapporteur: Evelyn David, Master of Global Health Systems Student, Western University

	
	
1. Dr. Patricia Mumbi Wambua (National Environment Management Authority, Kenya): Strengthening Environmental Governance and Gender-Responsive Climate Action for Inclusive Sustainability in Kenya’s North- Eastern Region (10 mins)
2. Dr. Lesley Gittings (Western University, Canada): ‘We were in water season, now we are in fire season’: Disaster-related priorities, challenges and response among HIV Community Health Workers in the Western Cape, South Africa
3. Linda Chamusingarevi (Western University in Africa, Zimbabwe); Integrating Indigenous Knowledge and Scientific Approaches for Ecological Justice: A Case Study of the Nyazvidzi River, Wedza, Zimbabwe (10 mins) 
4. Pauline Akoth Omolo (University of Nairobi, Kenya): Ecological Justice through Knowledge Co-Production: Indigenous and Scientific Perspectives from Climate-Vulnerable Landscapes, Evidence from Tana River County, Kenya (10 mins) 
5. Ayakpo Akpo (University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria): Cultural Drivers in Flood Risk Insurance Adoption in Ijaw Communities of Bayelsa State, Nigeria (10 mins)
6.  Dr Pamela Kaithuru (African Coalition of Communities Responsive to Climate Change (ACCRCC): Assessment on the Nexus between Climate Change, Food Security and Mental Health in Sub-Saharan Africa




	TIME
	YOUTH PANEL: Breaking Barriers and Building Pathways for Meaningful Youth Leadership

	
1:20 – 2:10 PM

	Moderator: Elle Eyre, Undergraduate Student, Bachelor of Medical Sciences, Western University. Member, The Africa Institute
	Rapporteur:  Kelayat Abebe, Undergraduate Student, Department of Biology, Western University

	
	Panelists:
1. Marot Touloung: Co-Founder & Team Lead, African Youth Action Network
2. Bailey Waukey: Youth Reconciliation Specialist and Founder of Frayed Feathers
3. Deborah Ola: MD Student & 2025 Canadian Youth Delegate to the WHO 
4. Jonta Kamara: Health Systems & Policy Specialist, Founder of JontaKam 
5. Tyler Tukamuhabwa: Monitoring & Evaluation Officer, Reach One Touch One Ministries Uganda

	2:10 – 2:20 PM
	Panel Q&A



	TIME
	SESSION THREE: Health, Mental Health, and Social Protection in Times of Crisis 

	
2:20 – 3:20 PM

	Chair: Dr. Obidimma Ezezika, Professor, School of Health Studies, Western University. Member, The Africa Institute
	Rapporteur: Sydney Lessard, Master of Advanced Healthcare Practice Student, Western University

	
	
1. Noah Boakye-Yiadom (University of Calgary, Canada): ADWEN: a framework for advancing equity in mental health promotion (10 mins)
2. Dr. Amani Mugenya (Daystar University, Kenya): Effectiveness of Mindfulness-Based Cognitive Therapy (MBCT) in the Treatment of Depression among Caregivers of Cancer Patients in Nairobi County, Kenya
3. Olayinka Ariba (Western University, Canada): Exploring the sociopolitical factors shaping mother-child separation during homelessness in Canada and Nigeria. (10 mins) 
4. Dr. Yvonne Kasine (Oakland University, USA): Identifying strategies used by black parents, guardians, and caregivers to ensure the safety of adolescents online or using social media platforms: A community-based participatory research project.  (10 mins) 
5. Francisco Mendina (Western University, Canada): Practices of solidarity in francophone Africa: A Scoping Review (10 mins)


	3:20 – 3:30 PM
	Closing Remarks: Pauline Omolo, Senior PhD Student, University of Nairobi



DAY 2: FEBRUARY 27, 2026

	
	OPENING SESSION

	TIME
	Event
	Session Chair: Prof. Godwin Arku, Professor, Department of Geography and Environment, Western University. Member, The Africa Institute
Rapporteur: Evelyn David, Master of Global Health Systems Student, Western University

	8:15-8:30 AM
	Joining and Registration
	Brianne O’Sullivan, Senior PhD Student, Western University. Member, The Africa Institute
Pauline Omolo, Senior PhD Student, University of Nairobi. Member, The Africa Institute 
CAACC 2026 Co-Chairs

	8:30-8:45 AM
	Opening Remarks and Session Chair

	Dr. Godwin Arku, Professor, Western University, Canada
Member, The Africa Institute 

	8:45 – 8:50 AM
	Land Acknowledgement
	Brianne O’Sullivan, Senior PhD Student, Western University. Member, The Africa Institute

	8:50 – 9:00 AM
	Plenary Session/Recap
	Pauline Omolo, Senior PhD Student, University of Nairobi. Member, The Africa Institute

	9:00 – 9:30 AM
	KEYNOTE:
Governing urban marginality through necrospatial containment and slow violence: From Harare, Zimbabwe to Edmonton, Canada
	Dr. Elmond Bandauko
Assistant Professor, Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, University of Alberta, Canada

	9:30 – 10:30 AM
	PANEL DISCUSSION: 
A Southern Perspective on North-South Academic Collaborations

Panelists:
1. Dr. Damalie Nakanjako, Professor and former Dean of Medicine, Makerere University, Uganda. Member, The Africa Institute
2. Dr. Funa Moyo, Senior Lecturer, Institute of Development Studies, National University of Science & Technology, Zimbabwe. Member, The Africa Institute
3. Dr. Amadou Gaye, Distinguished Professor and Climate Scientist, University of Cheikh Anta Diop, Senegal. Member, The Africa Institute
4. Dr. Melanie Katsivo, Adjunct Research Professor and Associate Director of Programs and Partnerships, The Africa Institute, Western University, Canada

	Moderator: Dr. Gervais Ndayizeye, Senior Programs Officer, Inter-University Council for East Africa. Member, The Africa Institute



	10:30 – 10:45 AM
	Q&A – Keynote & Panel



	TIME
	SESSION FOUR - Emerging Technologies & Sustainable Futures

	





11:15 AM – 12:15 PM

	Chair: Dr. Anthony W. Ndungu, Lecturer and Chair, Department of Management Science and Project Planning, University of Nairobi, Kenya
	Rapporteur: Nawal Faysal, Undergraduate Student, Bachelor of Science, Western University

	
	
1. Neha Bhargava (Western University, Canada): Building Responsible and Ethical Use of Artificial Intelligence in Global Healthcare: A Student Perspective on Data, Equity, and Canada–Africa Collaboration (10 mins)
2. Dr. George Gatere Ruheni and Dr. Caroline Wakuthie (University of Nairobi, Kenya): Neglected and Underutilized Species (NUS), Sustainable Economies and Livelihoods in Africa, Systematic Review (10 mins)
3. Metmku Yohannes (Bahir Dar University, Ethiopia): WaterScope Ethiopia: A Canada–Africa Research Platform for Open-Source, Locally Manufactured Water Quality Testing and Multi-Country Pilot Studies (10 mins)
4. Malvin Wright (Western University, Canada): Food as Knowledge: African Diasporic Culinary Traditions as Pathways to Sustainable and Inclusive Futures (10 mins)




	TIME
	WORKSHOP – Equity Attunement: Actualizing a Theory of Planned Action 

	
12:15 – 12:45 PM

	Host: Dr. Katrina Plamondon, Associate Professor and Co- Director, Equity Science Lab, University of British Columbia, Canada

	12:45 – 1:00 PM
	Discussion

	1:00 – 1:10 PM
	Break



	TIME
	SESSION FIVE - Gender, Disability, and Social Inclusion (GEDSI)

	



1:10 PM – 2:10 PM

	Chair: Dr. Richard Munang, Adjunct Professor (Western University) and Head of Global Environment Monitoring Systems, UNEP Environment Program. Advisory Committee Member, The Africa Institute at Western.
	Rapporteur: Natasha Fortin, Master of Global Health Systems Student, Western University

	
	
1. Kolawole Aramide (University of Ibadan, Nigeria): Transdisciplinary Collaborations for Enhancing Library Accessibility and Social Inclusion in African and Canadian Contexts (10 mins) 
2. Donel Kadima (University of Toronto, Canada): Men’s perspectives on domestic violence within African communities in Canada: A qualitative study (10 mins)
3. Chérif Issifou (University of Abomey-Calavi, Benin): “You haven’t placed yourself above us”: the value of collaborative learning in sharing control over nutrition research activities – insights from northern Benin (10 mins)
4. Dr. Aimable Nkurunziza (Nipissing University, Canada): “Now you've become a woman; you’re no longer on our level.”: Adolescent Mothers' Experiences in Rebuilding Social Relationships and Accessing Support to Inform the Development of a Culturally Sensitive Psychosocial Support Intervention in Rwanda. (10 mins)
5. Dr. Lindsay Scorgie (Huron University, Canada): What's in a Name? The Labelling of a Congolese Rebel Group and What it Tells Us About Terrorism (10 mins)




	TIME
	SESSION SIX: Public Health & Innovation

	


2:10 PM – 3:10 PM

	Chair: Dr. Phaedra Henley, Associate Professor, Center for One Health, and Senior Advisor, Global Partnerships (Canada), University of Global Health Equity, Rwanda. Member, The Africa Institute
	Rapporteur: Abduljalil Abdullahi, Health Systems Strengthening, M&E, and research professional, Benadir University, Somalia

	
	
1. Dr. Diarra Diouf (African Climate & Development Initiative, South Africa; Universite Cheikh Anta Diop, Senegal): Meningitis variability in West Africa: changes and drivers
2. Malaz Arga (University of Medical Sciences & Technology, Sudan): Presentation and Types of Childhood Cancer at the Muhimbili National Hospital (MNH), 2023
3. Metmku Yohannes (Bahir Dar University, Ethiopia): Canada–Africa Co-Development of an Open-Source, 3D-Printed Body-Powered Prosthetic Hand: A Model for Reciprocal Mentorship, Experiential Learning, and Inclusive Innovation
4. Brianne (Brie) O’Sullivan (Western University, Canada): “For us, drones mean health”: How medical drone delivery affects healthcare outcomes, trust, and accessibility in remote regions of Madagascar
5. Rebecca Nansubuga (Western University, Canada): An open-source surgical fracture table for sustainable orthopedic care delivery (10 mins)




	TIME
	CLOSING CEREMONY 

	3:10 – 4:10 PM
	Conference Wrap-up & Takeaways
	Dr. Margaret Mutumba
Director, The Africa Institute & Director Frugal Biomedical Innovations, Western University

	
4:10 – 4:30 PM

	Vote of Thanks
	Scientific Committee Co-Chair: 
Massah Tarawalley, Senior PhD Student, University of Windsor. Member, The Africa Institute
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