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BACKGROUNDER

Mission Statement

The first Southwest Economic Assembly is focused on building the Ontario economy in the Southwest through strong regional leadership and cooperation.
The Vision of the Southwest Economic Assembly

The Southwest is a complex region bounded by the Great Lakes, the Greater Toronto Area to the East and the United States to the South.  It is rich in resources and is the NAFTA corridor linking Canada’s heartland and NAFTA markets in the United States and Mexico.  

The Region already has many strengths in manufacturing, information technology, food production and processing, health and education, tourism and many other fields.  In the past, economic growth has occurred largely on a community-by-community basis.  The time has come to consider what greater prosperity is possible with stronger relationships in an enhanced economic partnership.  

As a result of developing a highly motivated, highly organized economic area, the Southwest region will be in a stronger position to work collaboratively with federal and provincial governments and to market its potential to investors in Canada and abroad.

The future economic prosperity in the Southwest will be guaranteed by strong leadership and cooperation. The first Southwest Economic Assembly will share information, encourage cooperation of private and public sectors, and explore the willingness of participants to work on shared agendas with measurable results.

Objectives of the Southwest Economic Assembly

· Promote regional economic cooperation

· Celebrate regional economic successes

· Identify where economic cooperation will pay dividends

· Signal the benefits for improved cooperation among key sectors of the economy

· Outline the challenges to enhanced productivity 

· Recognize the political challenges

· Produce a regional economic information base
