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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


March 22, 2006

CO-CHAIRS, SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED
Invitations to be sent out this week
Paul Davenport and Tom Jenkins will be the co-chairs of the Southwest Economic Assembly (SWEA), taking place May 23-24 at Arden Park Hotel in Stratford, Ontario.  Jenkins is the Executive Chairman of Open Text Corporation, a leading-edge software company based in Waterloo, and Davenport is the President of The University of Western Ontario. SWEA is being led by Western, in collaboration with the Universities of Windsor and Waterloo.
“I am very excited about the Southwest Economic Assembly. The intent is to bring regional leaders together to collaborate and to develop strategies that will strengthen our regional economy,” says Jenkins. “The event will focus on building on our strengths and understanding what is needed to promote greater economic growth.” 
“Western is a proud member of the Southwest region,” says Davenport. “We want to play a part in bringing all partners together to share information and ideas that will ensure future prosperity. It is our hope that the event will draw wide-ranging participation from all sectors of the economy.” 
The goal of SWEA is to bring together a select group of people from a variety of sectors to build strategies that will fuel prosperity across the region. It will provide an opportunity for leaders to collaborate, develop plans for greater cooperation and find solutions to regional challenges.
SWEA’s program will focus on four sectors essential to prosperity in the Southwest region. Each sector is chaired by a prominent leader in the field, who together represent SWEA’s advisory committee.
· Trade and Manufacturing – Dennis DesRosiers, President, DesRosiers Automotive Consultants 
· Knowledge-based Industry (Health, Education and Research & Development) – David Johnston, President, The University of Waterloo
· Agriculture and Agrifood – Dave Gardner, Director Regional Manufacturing, U.S. and Canada, CASCO (Corn Products International)
· Tourism and Culture – Jamie Grant, General Manager, The Centre in the Square
An evening reception at the Avon Theatre will kick off the Assembly, with welcoming remarks from Antoni Cimolino, Executive Director of The Stratford Festival. The next day’s agenda begins with a breakfast address by David Crombie, President and CEO of The Canadian Urban Institute and former Mayor of Toronto. Further program details will be announced in the coming weeks.
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Stratford's Mayor Dan Mathieson says, "This is an important event because of the regional approach. We face common challenges and opportunities, so it is important to work together. We are confident that this is the beginning of much more dialogue and cooperation."
“Future economic prosperity in the Southwest will be guaranteed by strong leadership and cooperation,” says Ted Hewitt, Western’s Vice-President (Research & International Relations), who is leading the organization of SWEA. “This first Economic Assembly will share information, encourage cooperation of private and public sectors, and explore the willingness of participants to work on shared agendas with measurable results.” 
Please see attached for a backgrounder on SWEA and biographies of the co-chairs.  Additional information can be found at www.uwo.ca/works/assembly.  
- 30 -

Media contact: 
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