Women’s Studies and
Feminist Research

Welcome Message from the Chair

Tracy Isaacs, Ph.D
Chair, WSFR

It’s hard to believe that we

are already well into this
academic year and
Thanksgiving is behind
us. The most exciting
thing about this year so
far—and by far—is the

department’s fresh start in

our newly renovated

Lawson Hall space. As of
the time that | am writing

this, all reports are

positive. It’s wonderful to

have all of our faculty,

Welcome Event during
add-drop, where new and
returning students and
faculty members got a
chance to meet and
mingle over refreshments.
As always, there are lots
of other great things
happening in WSFR in
the months to come, both
academic and social. The
speakers’ committee has
put together a wonderful
list of invited speakers for

staff and graduate students the year. Check out the

together in one place that

truly feels like ours. The
lounge decor looks

fabulous and it is already

becoming the gathering
space we hoped it would
be.

Just three short weeks
after our August 15"
move, we started off the

Events section of this
newsletter for more
information

Have a great year,
everyone. And if you
haven’t yet visited us in
Lawson Hall, I invite you
to come over and have a
tour. It really is
wonderful here!

Tracy Isaacs

Message from the Graduate Chair

We are proud to
announce that our
2010-2011 MA have
all completed their
degree requirements on
time and will graduate
at the October 28",
2011 convocation.
Congratulations to you
all! Here are the names
of our MA graduates:

uwo.ca/womens

Lisa Clark

Ada Demaj

Lisa Garrett
Crystal Gaudet
Dana Gill

Megan Karius
Heather Kean
Teresa-Elise Maiolino
Miranda Niittynen
Shawna Peters
Margaret Scull

A few updates: Crystal
Gaudet started her PhD
with WSFR. Ada Demaj
is now pursuing her PhD
in the Department of
Gender Studies at the
Central European
University in Budapest

Welcome to our new MA
and PhD students. We
wish you a productive,
successful year!
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Message from the Undergraduate Chair

I want to take this opportunity to
welcome both new and returning
students to the department. As the
new acting undergraduate chair in
Women’s Studies and Feminist
Research, | am very happy to talk
with students about course
selections and any other issues
relating to enrolment in a Women’s
Studies course or module. I can help
you to ensure that you have all the
courses you need for your module
and can also provide course by
course advice on what you might
take, whether you want to focus on
something specific or to broaden
your interests. Drop by during my
office hours or make an
appointment; I’'m often in my office
(Lawson Hall 3253).

As you probably know, this year is
also the first full year of our new

Sexuality Studies major, which is off
to a great start. Lots of students have
enrolled in the major’s foundation
course, “Sexual Subjects,” and
others have already taken courses
which will count toward the major.
One result of the new major is that it
is now possible to take a double
major in Women’s Studies and in
Sexuality Studies, a completely new
option that did not exist before for
students interested in working on
gender and sexuality.

Finally, check out both the WSFR
website and our Facebook page
(Women'’s Studies and Feminist
Research at Western) to find out
about department events, including
talks, social events, and F-Word
Fridays.

Wendy Pearson

Wendy Pearson,
Acting Undergraduate Chair

New Appointment in Global Women’s Issues

Dr Bipasha Baruah Ph.D

Welcome aboard Dr.
Baruah! We look forward
to you sharing your unique
perspectives and wealth of
experience in Global
Women’s Issues with us!

We are proud to announce that
Professor Bipasha Baruah will be
joining the WSFR Faculty as a
tenured associate professor on July
1, 2012. Dr. Baruah was recently
awarded tenure and promoted to
associate professor in International
Studies at California State
University, Long Beach.

Here is a brief bio:

I am interested in the study of
gender and globalization,
grassroots women’s organizations,
urban land and housing rights,
urban basic service delivery, and
informal sector labor issues in
South Asia. In addition to
academic appointments, | have
served as a consultant to the

Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA) and
the Canadian Department of
Foreign Affairs and International
Trade (DFAIT).

I have worked as a researcher and a
development practitioner in India,
Indonesia and the Eastern
Caribbean countries of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines, St. Lucia, and
St. Kitts and Nevis. My new

book, Women and Property in
Urban India(University of British
Columbia Press, 2010) explores the
challenges and opportunities that
low-income women face in
securing access to land and housing
in urban informal settlements in
India.




Updates from Full-time Faculty 3

Susan Knabe, PhD &
Wendy Pearson, PhD
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Susan and Wendy have a
forthcoming chapter called
"'Bash Back, Baby, Your Life
Depends On It!": Pedagogical
Responses to Anti-Gay
Violence in John Greyson’s The
Making of.ItsiMon
The Perils of Pedagogyhe
Works of John Greysoads.
Brenda Longfellow, Thomas
Waugh, and Scott MacKenzie

st

(McGill- Queen’s University
Press, forthcoming in 2012).

Susan and Wendy gave papers
together at the International
Conference on the Fantastic in the
Arts. The overall paper was
called "Future Sex, Or Does Sex
Have a Future?".

OWendy gave three conference
papers in summer 2011:

“New Cartographies of Desire:
Six Maps.” Science Fiction
Research Association Annual
Conference, Lublin, Poland, July
7-10, 2011.

0 “Two-Spirits, Takataapui,
Sistagirls, Kweers and Others:
Self-Representation by
Indigenous LGBTQ Peoples in a
Transnational Context.”
Transnationalizing LGBT/Queer
Studies conference, Madrid,
Spain, July 3-5, 2011.

0 "Testimony's Past, Present and
Future:Witnessing,Amelioration
and Surplus Value in the 'lIt Gets
Better' Project."The Future of
Testimony conference,
University of Salford,
Manchester, England,

August 11-12, 2011.

Susan presented two papers this
year:

0 “Queer Transmission, AIDS
Activism, and Affective Kinship
in Zero Patiencek Fig Trees”
Transnationalizing LGBT/Queer
Studies conference, Madrid,
Spain, July 3-5, 2011.
0"Testimony, Healthism and the
Production of ‘Surplus Value’:
The People vs. Cancer and the
Spectacle of Survival." The
Future of Testimony conference,
University of Salford,
Manchester, England, August 11-
12, 2011.

Tracy Isaacs PhD

Tracy presented the following
two papers this year:

¢ "Forward-Looking Collective
Responsibility as Collective
Obligation™ at the MANCEPT
Workshops in Political Theory
at the University of Manchester
in the UK on August 31, 2011.
0 "Collective Obligation" at the
colloquium series in the
Department of Philosophy at
McMaster University in
Hamilton on October 14", 2011.

Katherine McKenna and Tracy
Isaacs are leaving for Tanzania
on November 7th. The purpose
of their trip is to explore
internship opportunities for
students and potential
collaborations and partnerships
with women's organizations and
scholars at the university in Dar
es Salaam. They will then go to
Mwanza where they plan to

meet with Maimuna Kanyamala
from the Kivulini Women's
Rights Organization. For this leg
of their journey, they will be
joined by Bob Gough and Ruta
Lawrence (from Western Housing
and key figures in the Western
Heads East initiative). Kate
Grantham, PhD student in WSFR,
will also be joining them for a
few days in the Kilamanjaro
region of Tanzania. Katherine
and Tracy's project is funded by
an International Research Grant.

Helen Fielding PhD

Helen Fielding is currently on
Sabbatical and is spending some
time in Berlin, Germany. She
has a chapter called “Feminism”
in the newly released
Companion to Phenomenology
edited by Sebastian Luft and
Soren Overgaard (Taylor and
Francis London UK, September
2011).




Updates from Full-time Faculty 4

Erica Lawson PhD &
Kim Verwaayen PhD

Professors Erica Lawson and
Kim Verwaayen have embarked
on an Internationalization
project which seeks to enrich the
Women’s Studies curriculum
with comparative perspectives,
research and international course
content on feminism and gender.
It includes a collaboration with
UWO and the University of the
West Indies in Cave Hill,
Barbados. Erica and Kim have
received an International
Curriculum Development Grant
to fund this project, and an
International Research Award
for their work, "Cultural
Tourism or Genuine

Exchange? A Study on the

Possibilities for Learning
Collaboration in
Internationalization

Projects.” These grants will
help fund a travel component in
Erica’s course “Motherhood
and Mothering in the Global
Context: Issues, Discourse and
Images (WS 3359G winter
2012) as well as support their
research on study abroad
opportunities. Students enrolled
in the course will have the
option of going to Barbados
during reading week; they will
attend two courses at UWI and
a conference in mothering and
motherhood, as well as
participate in community
organizations and other events.
This is an exciting exchange
program for our students and an
opportunity for them to increase
their global awareness.

Kim Verwaayen

Kim presented the following
papers this year: “They forced
someone like me to take it
through the courts”: Speech,
Silence/ing, and ‘Surplus Value’
in Witness Testimonies on
Abocide in Canada.” Panel with
Drs. Susan Knabe and Wendy
Pearson. The Future of
Testimony Conference. 11-12
August, 2011, University of
Salford, Manchester, UK. (Paper
read, in absentia.)

“Trauma, Testimony, and the
Fugitive Piecesf Memory:
Anne Michaels and Ruptured
Autobiography.” Echoes of
Trauma Conference. 3-5 March,
2011, Louisiana State
University, Baton Rouge.

Visiting Faculty

Michael Kehler,
PhD

Michael Kehler is an Associate
Professor in the Faculty of
Education where he teaches in

graduate and preservice

education. His research interests
examine, gender, literacies,
masculinities and the counter
hegemonic practices of

adolescent men. He is

conducting a 3 year SSHRC
funded national study examining
adolescent reluctance to

participate in grade nine Health
and Physical Education classes.

He has been awarded CIHR
funding for two dissemination
projects, including an upcoming
Café Scientifique funding for
Bodies without borders: Physica
health education and boys on th
benchedrom the Institute on
Gender and Health (IGH) in
Spring 2012.

D

He is co-editor (with Michael
Atkinson)ofBoy s’ Bo
Speaking the Unspokeand
co-editor of The Problem with
Boys'’ Educati
Backlashwith Drs. W.

Martino and M. Weaver-
Hightower, He is also been
published in such journals as
the McGill Journal of
Education Discourse: Studies
in the Cultural Politics of
Education, and the Journal of
Curriculum Theorizing.

We are very lucky to have
Michael teaching WS 2205,

“Making Men” this semester!

o




Updates from Part-time Faculty

Sonia Halpern M.A

Sonia will be participating in
a number of community
events including the one-day
women's business

conference Power of the
Purse in Kitchener, Ontario
(November 2011) at which
she's been invited to read from
her published book of
humorous poetry The Life and
Times of Transition Girl. Sonia
also teaches for Western's
Centre for Continuing Studies
and Adult Jewish Education
Courses.

Sonia recently co-authored the
introduction for the Holocaust
memoir Behind Our Doors: A
Memoir by Esther
Warmerdam, as told to
William Butt (London:
Althouse Press, 2011).

This year Sonia will be
teaching WS 2158A, Women
Artists and Their
Unconventional Images of
Women; and WS 2157B, The
Status of Women in Artistic
Couples.

Andrea Stevenson Allen is an
anthropologist whose research
focuses on intimate partner
violence in lesbian relationships
in Brazil. She has conducted
ethnographic fieldwork in the
Brazilian city of Salvador and
in the Boston area.

Her research interests also
include: black feminism,
medical anthropology,
nationalism, religion, and
Brazilian immigration to the
United States. She received a
B.A. from Northwestern
University, a Masters in
Theological Studies from
Harvard Divinity School, and a
Ph.D. from Harvard University.

This year, Andrea will be
teaching two courses for us in
the winter term: WS 2243G,
Global Female Same-Sex
Realities and the second half of
WS 2154, Women and Health.

Mary Bunch PhD

uwo.ca/womens

Mary Bunch recently completed
the doctoral program at the
Centre for the Study of Theory
and Criticism, UWO. She is
currently revising her
dissertation, Outlawry and the
Experience of the (Im)possible:
Deconstructing Biopolitics
(defended in October, 2010), as
a series of articles. In addition to
her interests in critical theory
and feminist, queer and
sexualities studies, Mary has
worked as a policy analyst and
community based researcher in
feminist and disability
organizations. She is also
writing a monograph tentatively
titled Erotic Politics: The
Radical Demonatics of Queer
Theory

This year Mary will be teaching
WS 1020E (winter term), WS
2256E, Feminist Theory and
Practice in the Arts and
Humanities (fall term); WS
2273E Sexual Subjects (winter
term); and WS 3358F, From
Identity to a Politics of
Difference.




Accountability for
Collective
Wrongdoing

MORAL RESPONSIBILITY
IN COLLECTIVE CONTEXTS

ZERO PATIENCE

Line

IN FEMINIST PHENOMENOLOGY

Narrating Marriage
in Eighteenth-Century
England and France

CHRIS ROULSTON

Faculty Publications
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Tracy Isaacs, Accountability for Collective Wrongdointjew York:
Cambridge University Press, April 2011.

Tracy Isaacs, Moral Responsibility in Collective Contextisw York:
Oxford University Press, June 2011.

Edited byWendy Gay Pearson, Veronica Hollinger and Joan Gordon,
Queer UniversesSexualities in Science Fictiohiverpool: Liverpool
University Press, 2008. Issued in paperback, October 2010.

Susan Knabe and Wendy Pearson, Zero PatienceVancouver:Arsenal
Pulp Press, November 2011.

Edited by Helen A. Fielding, Dorothea E. Olkowski, Christina Schiies,
Time in Feminist Phenomenolodgdiana: Indiana University Press, 2011

Chris Roulston, Narrating Marriage in EighteentiCentury
England and FranceBurlington, VT: Ashgate Press, July 2010
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Dr. Janice Hladki, PhD
(Associate Professor in Theatre and Film Studies, the School of the
Arts, McMaster University).
Thursday, November 24%, 2011 4:30 - 6:00pm:

"Vanguard Visuals: Alternative Film, Embodiment, and Accountable
<
Catherine Nolan, PhD
(Chair, Department of Music Research and Composition).
Thursday December, 1st 2011, 4:30 — 6:00 pm
"Feminist Criticism and the Role of Hildegard Jone in the

Compositional Practice of Anton Webern”

J

Dr. Caroline Fusco, PhD
Associate Professor, Faculty of Physical Education and Health
University of Toronto
January 19, 2012, 4:30 - 6:00pm
Talk title TBA

Dr. Jo-Ann Espikenew, PhD
Professor, First Nations University of Canada, University of Regina
Director, Indigenous Peoples’ Health Research Centre
February 16, 2012, 4:30-6:00pm
" A Close Reading of the Human Text: Indigenous Youth and Healthy
Relationships.”

Dr. Kathryn Norlock, PhD
Kenneth Mark Drain Endowed Chair in Ethics and Professor of
Philosophy, Trent University
March 2nd, 2012, 2:00 - 3:30pm
"Philosophy Curriculum, Moral Perception and Gender Perception.”
Co-sponsored with Philosophy

Anita Hill, J.D.
Senior Advisor to the Provost and Professor of Social Policy, Law, and
Women'’s Studies, Brandeis University
March 15, 2012, Time TBA
“The Value of Belonging: Reimagining
Eaquality in the 21st Century.” Co-sponsored with the Centre for
American Studies, and the Canada-U.S Institute

Please check our website at uwo.ca/womens for updated information. /




F-Word Fridays is a new initiative by Wendy Pearson. It is a
weekly film screening/talk series to be held in Stevenson Hall
1155 every Friday from 1:30 to 4:30 pm. It will be run on the
ground by our work study student, Ryan Handy. One of the
purposes of the event is to allow people who teach in the
department, including the TAs, to show their students the
whole of a film which may have been shown in part in class.

L .
r D
Next F-Word Friday Screening:

Friday October 28, 2011 at 1:30pm
Stevenson Hall Rm 1155
P.J. Raval’s Trinidad, a film about Trinidad, Colorado,
the sex change capital of the US.
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Please check our website for upcoming events from WSFR
and the Women’s Studies Student Council (WSSC). We have
an exciting line up of events in winter 2012, including the
WSFR Conference on April 25%, 2012 with keynote speaker
Debra Bergoffen, Professor of Philosophy at George Mason
University. Her talk will be entitled, "Gender and
Transitional Justice”. The WSSC will be holding an alumni
panel and an undergrad destressor event in the spring.




Student Profiles

Jennifer Chisholm

Jennifer Chisholm is a third
year PhD candidate in WSFR.
Jennifer is part of the first
cohort of students in our new
PhD program which began in
2009. The program features a
unique comprehensive exam
component in which students
design and develop courses
with the potential of teaching
one of the courses. After
submitting two course designs
last spring, Jennifer is now
teaching a forth year seminar
class entitled “Fetal Positions:
The Fetus in Medicine, Law
and Contemporary Society”.
The course follows from her
PhD dissertation research
which examines the practice of
prenatal ultrasound imaging in
non-medical contexts. Aside
from working with her
classmates and colleagues,
teaching has been the most
rewarding part of Jennifer’s
experience at Western.

Ryan Handy

Ryan is a second year Women’s
Studies student who is very
passionate about his studies. Ryan
can very often be found visiting his
professors, discussing course
material and other issues close to
his heart. Ryan is involved in many
community organizations (too
many to list here) including:
Regional HIV/Aids connection and
the Violence Prevention Program at
UWO. Ryan is currently organizing
a Feminism Awareness campaign
with different groups on campus.
He has also recently started
working in the WSFR department
as a work study student. He will be
organizing F-Word Fridays as well
as provides administrative support
for the department. F-Word Fridays
is a new department initiative
created by Wendy Pearson in
which different films will be
screened every Friday. For more
information see the events section
of this newsletter.

Women’s Studies Student
Council 2011-2012

President - Tiffany Thomas
Vice-President - Cara O’Ray
Secretary - Mallory Boyer

Fourth Year Rep - Michelle Parker
Fourth Year Rep - Amanda
Manship

Third Year Rep - Kelsey Adams
Third Year Rep - Kyla Garvey
Second Year Rep - Suhanya
Ramachandran

Social Science Rep - Kyle
Hutcheson

Social Science Rep - Gucio Jim
Poweski

Member-at-large -

Shanna Grant

Member-at-large - Olivia Fabiani

We welcome our new
student council. We look
forward to your exciting
events this winter and
spring!
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We want to hear from you!
Send your news, announcements and story ideas to: Alicia Mclntyre at:
amcint4@uwo.ca

AI’tS and

Humanities

THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Arts-and-Humanities-at-Western/167996849913934

