
Senate Agenda EXHIBIT II
May 16, 2008

REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC POLICY AND AWARDS

(SCAPA)

PhD Program in Family Medicine

UWO Diploma in Public Administration Program at Xiamen University

Faculty of Arts and Humanities: Withdrawal of the Major in Mediterranean Studies

Faculty of Arts and Humanities:  Policy on Direct Admission to the Bachelor of Fine
Arts

Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness - Undergraduate Students

New Scholarships, Awards and Bursaries

FOR APPROVAL

1. PhD Program in Family Medicine

Recommended: That Senate approve that a new PhD program in Family Medicine be established in
September 2008.

Background:

The Department of Family Medicine currently offers a highly successful Master of Clinical Science.  This
program includes a strong research component, but is designed primarily to prepare Family Medicine
professionals to become clinician teachers in universities.  Students in the program typically are physicians
practising Family Medicine.  They are registered in the MClSc program part-time and the program is offered
primarily by distance with a relatively brief on-site residence requirement.  The program underwent Periodic
Appraisal by OCGS in 2005, at which time it was approved to continue and the national and international
reputation and quality of the program were acknowledged.

The Department of Family Medicine now wishes to introduce a PhD program.  The purpose of this program
will be to complement the MClSc program by preparing Family Medicine professionals so they can become
clinician researchers.

Admission to the program will require possession of a master’s degree, an overall average of B+ in the
master’s degree, as well as a medical degree and certification (or eligibility for certification) by the Canadian
Family Physicians of Canada or its equivalent in other countries.  Outstanding students in the MClSc program
may transfer into the PhD program following completion of four core courses in that program and completion
of a research project of limited scope.

Course requirements of the program are completion of 6.5 Family Medicine courses, a comprehensive
examination and a thesis as listed below:

Year 1 9501 Teaching and Learning in the Health Sciences (1.0 Credit)
9509 Research Methods in Family Medicine (1.0 Credit)

Year 2 9507  Advanced Patient Centered Medicine (1.0 Credit)
9503  Theoretical Foundations of Family Medicine (0.5 Credit)
9602  Advanced Concepts and Knowledge Development (1.0 Credit)
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Year 3 9600  Doctoral Seminar (1.0 Credit)
9609  Advanced Quantitative Research Methods Course (0.5 credit)
9610  Advanced Qualitative Research Methods Course (0.5 credit)

Comprehensive Examination

In addition to course requirements, students will engage in a program of research under the supervision of
a chief advisor and two other Family Medicine faculty advisors, that will culminate in a doctoral thesis to be
examined in accordance with Faculty of Graduate Studies procedures.  Students in the PhD program will
follow the model found to be successful in the MClSc program, that is, they will be primarily family
physicians in practice and will be registered as part-time students.  They will take their courses at a distance,
spending two weeks each year on-site to meet face-to-face with their supervisory committee and fellow
students.  The planned intake for the doctoral program will be two to three students a year.

Faculty resources to mount the program will be the faculty who previously have been contributing to the
MClSc program.  Additional faculty have been recruited to participate in the MClSc program, thereby
releasing existing faculty for participation in the proposed doctoral program.

Normal process for the approval of new graduate programs is for SCAPA to recommend to Senate that a
program be approved pending OCGS approval.  The proposal for the new program is then submitted to OCGS
for approval.  Because of an oversight, this program was submitted to OCGS first.  The OCGS Appraisal
Committee appointed two external reviewers who visited Western and provided a positive report on the
proposed program.  Following the provision by the University of further information to the OCGS Appraisal
Committee, the proposed program was approved by OCGS on March 14, 2008.

2. UWO Diploma in Public Administration Program at Xiamen University

Recommended: That Western’s Diploma in Public Administration Program be offered at Xiamen
University in the Fujian Province of the People’s Republic of China under the terms
outlined below, effective September 1, 2008.

Whereas:

The University of Western Ontario (Western) wishes to offer its Diploma in Public
Administration Program at Xiamen University; and,

Xiamen University wishes to provide an opportunity to qualified students to participate in
this program.

The Parties agree that: 

1. For a trial period, extending from 1 September 2008 to 31 December 2009,  Western will
offer courses leading to its Diploma in Public Administration (DPA) at Xiamen University.

2.  All courses taught in Western’s DPA program at Xiamen University will be taught by faculty
members of The University of Western Ontario.  Xiamen University will be provided with
a list of courses during the trial period.  The representatives of the parties will work together
to select the dates when these courses will be held.  

3.  Travel and accommodation for Western faculty and costs related to course preparation will
be covered by The University of Western Ontario.

4.  The School of Public Affairs at Xiamen University will provide at no cost, classrooms and
administrative support for instructional purposes associated with the Western DPA program.
It shall also cover costs of translators and translation as may be required for instructional
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purposes associated with the DPA program.  Finally, it shall undertake to assist in providing
suitable accommodation to Western professors at the most reasonable cost possible.  These
arrangements will be reviewed in future years and any changes incorporated in subsequent
revisions to this agreement.

5. There will be two streams offered within Western’s DPA, each consisting of approximately
30 students.  One stream will consist of students currently enrolled at the universities in
China, particularly in Fujian Province.  The other stream will consist of officials currently
acting as managers in local governments and other public sectors. 

6.  Xiamen’s School of Public Affairs will pre-screen potential applicants.  It will then ensure
that applications to the DPA program are forwarded to the appropriate representative at
Western.  Western will make the final decision with respect to admission to either stream in
accordance with its own admission criteria and its decision will be final.  Successful
applicants will be enrolled as Western students and will be subject to all of Western’s
academic rules and regulations relating to the courses and/or program.  

7. Tuition and other student fees applicable to either stream of the program shall be waived
during the period of the agreement.  However, students are responsible for the purchase of
textbooks and other learning materials as may be required.  

8.  This agreement may be terminated by either party with three months notice, except in the
case where courses may still be ongoing at the end of the notice period, in which case the
termination shall not take effect until the completion of such courses.

9.  Each party covenants and agrees to maintain comprehensive general liability insurance with
limits of at least $5,000,000 inclusive per occurrence protecting against liabilities arising
from acts done in pursuance of this agreement.

10.  The terms of this agreement shall be reviewed no later than 30 November 2009.  Subject to
the outcome of this review, the agreement may be renewed as is or subject to modification
for periods as determined and agreed to by the Parties.  

Further details on the 3.0 course Diploma in Public Administration is on page 68 of the 2008 academic calendar.

3. Faculty of Arts and Humanities: Withdrawal of the Major in Mediterranean Studies

Recommended: That admission to the Major in Mediterranean Studies be discontinued by the
Faculty of Arts and Humanities for September 2008; that students in the module be
required to complete their course requirements by May 1, 2011; and, that the module
be withdrawn, effective July 1, 2011, or prior to that time if there are no students
registered.

Background:

The Department of Modern Languages and Literatures no longer has the resources to offer this Major.
Furthermore, there is not enough student interest in the subject.  Currently, there are two students registered
in second year of the module and they are being given up to three years in which to complete the course
requirements for graduation from this module.

4. Faculty of Arts and Humanities:  Policy on Direct Admission to the Bachelor of Fine Arts

Recommended: That the admission requirements for the Bachelor of Fine Arts, Honors
Specialization in Studio Arts, be revised as set out below, effective July 1, 2008.
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REVISED CALENDAR COPY

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS, HONORS SPECIALIZATION IN STUDIO ARTS

Admission Requirements

Completion of first-year requirements with no failures. Students must have an average of at least 70%
in 3.0 principal courses, including VAS 1020 or 1025 and VAH 1040, plus 1.0 additional course, with
no mark in these principal courses below 60%.

Students admitted to VAS 1020 must submit a portfolio of work for approval upon successful
completion of the course.

Students seeking admission to VAS 1025 directly from high school must submit a portfolio of their
studio work for Department assessment as part of the University admission process. Students who
are accepted and who successfully complete the course will receive advance admission to the BFA
program without need of a portfolio review at the end of the course.

Note - Acceptance into the Advanced Foundation Studio (VAS 1025) effectively enables pre-
admission into the BFA program stream, provided the course is completed with a minimum 70%
average. Students from the existing VAS 1020 stream may still enter the BFA program provided they
have met the 70% minimum average in that course and have submitted a portfolio successfully
towards the end of the second term of the course.

An average of 70% with no mark less than 60% in VAS courses must be maintained for progression.

Module...

Background:

Rationale
In recent years the Visual Arts studio program has seen a growing demand for an advanced level foundation
course from students with enriched backgrounds in visual arts. At the same time, the Department has seen
a significant number of students opting out of the BFA degree program for the wider variety of modules now
available under the New Academic Choices. Changes in the environment of post secondary studio art
education have also impacted the program with the recent shift of art colleges to degree-granting status. This,
combined with the common (if misguided) perception among potential students that the portfolio review
requirement is an indicator of a rigorous program in visual art studio, poses increasing challenges to recruiting
the best studio students to the BFA stream and has placed greater pressure on maintaining the identity of the
studio program as a whole in the Department of Visual Arts at Western.

The introduction of this course would allow for two to three new sections of a Foundation Studio course, with
a curriculum aiming at a consistently higher level than currently possible in the general admission VAS 1020,
and potentially attract a higher number of high school students intending to specialize in the BFA stream. 

Portfolio Application Process

March 2008
Final copy of all information and promotional materials relating to the new VAS 1025 Advanced
Foundation Studio course and the related application process would be prepared for University
approval in March.  Where appropriate, this information would be incorporated in the University
application forms as well as being circulated in the form of advanced publicity through University
and Visual Arts Department channels (View Book (?), Faculty of AH and VA Department Web site
and print materials etc.).
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January 2009
All entering students seeking to concentrate in Visual Arts would make normal application through
the Ontario University Application Centre in January. As in the past, students seeking to enroll in the
existing VAS 1020 Foundation Studio course would be assured a place in the course once accepted
by the University and having chosen Visual Arts as their intended major. These students would not
need to submit a portfolio to enter VAS 1020. (Note that at present the VAS1020 course attempts to
guarantee spots to all interested/accepted students. In some cases the Department has been allowed
NOT to accommodate all interested late-entering students due to the logistics around mounting new
sections of VAS1020. It may be that a limited number of 1020 sections would be guaranteed as the
1025 course is instituted.) 

The new VAS 1025 Advanced Foundation Studio stream would be distinguished clearly on the
OUAC form. A web link would be included on the form to direct interested students to a Visual Arts
Department site outlining the specifics of the course portfolio application and process. Though the
student’s application to the University would be coordinated through the Office of the Registrar, a
portfolio evaluation for admission to VAS 1025 would be organized separately through an in-house
committee in the Visual Arts Department. (Need for separate portfolio application fee?)

February 2009
The deadline for VAS 1025 Portfolio applications would be February 1.  These applications would
consist of electronic documentation of work prepared in accordance with requirements outlined
through the Department Web site and other publicity materials. Students within a 100-kilometer
radius of London would be permitted to attend a personal portfolio interview day to be scheduled on
a specific date in later February. A committee consisting of Visual Arts Faculty would adjudicate all
VAS 1025 applications and inform the Registrar’s Office of its decision upon the completion of the
process by the end of February.  The Registrar would assume follow-up communication with the
students regarding their acceptance or rejection and alternatives.

Portfolio Submission Requirements
Portfolios will consist of 12 examples of recent work demonstrating a range in terms of subject matter,
approaches, techniques or media. A minimum of four of these examples would represent a sustained
exploratory development of an idea in combination with a material approach. In addition to traditional two
and three-dimensional work, digital, time-based and photographic media would be welcomed. Portfolios of
time-based works would not exceed five minutes in total length, and such examples could be included along
with still images, exchanged on the basis of one minute being equivalent to three still images. The work
adjudicated for potential acceptance would be chosen on the basis of the applicant’s ability to convey ideas,
interests and abilities. Ambitious experimental works would be valued equally with finished work that reflects
a level of technical proficiency. The portfolio would consist primarily of recent works and would include
work undertaken independently.

Portfolios would be submitted in digital formats in the form of CD or DVD discs (MAC and PC readable).
The following digital file types would be accepted: JPEG, GIF, MOV, WAV, DOC, PDF. VHS videotapes
cued to their play position would be accepted also. Original work would not be accepted.

Each work included in the portfolio would be included on a separately printed identification list indicating
the title, date, medium and size (or length of time) of the represented work.  In addition to this list, applicants
would be required to submit a maximum 500-word typewritten personal statement identifying the student’s
educational background, creative interests, influences and goal.

URL links to personal Web sites could be included provided specific works that are being submitted for
consideration are identified in a slide list accompanying the application.

Portfolio Interviews
Rather than submitting an electronic portfolio on February 1, students within a 100-kilometer radius of
London could request an optional portfolio interview to be scheduled in early February. These would consist
of 15-20 minute personal presentation and discussion with a department studio faculty member, organized
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on a first-come, first-served basis.  In the case of the personal interviews, original work may be included in
the portfolio, and a recent sketchbook or visual journal could be substituted for the four required “process”
works. Otherwise, the portfolio would be prepared in accordance with the criteria outlined above. Large
(exceeding a meter square) or exceedingly heavy or cumbersome pieces would be presented in documented
form.  Students still would be required to submit the typewritten personal statement.

Portfolio Evaluation Criteria
The Portfolio evaluation committee would be looking for work that demonstrates creative curiosity, ambition
and an ability to convey ideas or address issues in an imaginative and personally engaging manner. Aptitude,
proficiency and experimental ambitions would be weighted equally. 

In the case of an exceptionally strong portfolio, the evaluation committee may recommend acceptance of
students whose admission average falls below that established by the University in any given year.

5. Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness - Undergraduate Students 

Recommended: That the policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness - Undergraduate Students,
as outlined below, be approved to replace the Policy on Medical Excuse Slips,
effective September 1, 2008.

ACCOMMODATION FOR MEDICAL ILLNESS - UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS

The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet his/her academic responsibilities may, on
occasion, be impaired by medical illness. Illness may be acute (short term), or it may be chronic (long
term), or chronic with acute episodes. The University further recognizes that medical situations are deeply
personal and respects the need for privacy and confidentiality in these matters. However, in order to
ensure fairness and consistency for all students, academic accommodation for work representing 10%
or more of the student’s overall grade in the course shall be granted only in those cases where there is
documentation indicating that the student was seriously affected by illness and could not reasonably be
expected to meet his/her academic responsibilities.  

Documentation shall be submitted, as soon as possible, to the appropriate Dean’s office (the Office of
the Dean of the student’s Faculty of registration/home Faculty) together with a request for relief
specifying the nature of the accommodation being requested. These documents will be retained in the
student’s file, and will be held in confidence in accordance with the University’s Official Student Record
Information Privacy Policy. Once the petition and supporting documents have been received and
assessed, appropriate academic accommodation shall be determined by the Dean’s Office in consultation
with the student’s instructor(s). Academic accommodation may include extension of deadlines, waiver
of attendance requirements for classes/labs/tutorials, arranging Special Exams or Incompletes, re-
weighting course requirements, or granting late withdrawals without academic penalty. Academic
accommodation shall be granted only where the documentation indicates that the onset, duration and
severity of the illness are such that the student could not reasonably be expected to complete his/her
academic responsibilities. (Note – it will not be sufficient to provide documentation indicating simply
that the student “was seen for a medical reason” or “was ill.”)

Whenever possible, students who require academic accommodation should provide notification and
documentation in advance of due dates, examinations, etc.  Students must follow up with their professors
and their Academic Counselling office in a timely manner.

Documentation from Family Physicians and Walk-In Clinics

A UWO Student Medical Certificate (SMC) (attached as Appendix 1 to this SCAPA Report) is required
where a student is seeking academic accommodation. This documentation should be obtained at the time
of the initial consultation with the physician or walk-in clinic. An SMC can be downloaded at: website
(to be determined). Hard copies are available from Academic Counselling in the Faculties.

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/general/privacy.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/general/privacy.pdf
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Documentation from Student Health Services

Students obtaining documentation from Student Health Services should sign a “release of information.”
This form authorizes Student Health Services to provide information to the student’s home Faculty.
Release of information forms are available from, and can be arranged through, the student’s home Faculty
Academic Counselling service.

Documentation from Hospital Urgent Care Centres or Emergency Departments

Students should request that an SMC be filled out. Students may bring this form with them, or request
alternative Emergency Department documentation. Documentation should be secured at the time of the
initial visit to the Emergency Department. Where it is not possible for a student to have an SMC
completed by the attending physician, the student must request documentation sufficient to demonstrate
that his/her ability to meet his/her academic responsibilities was seriously affected. 

Accommodation by Instructor for work worth less than 10% of the overall grade in a course

Instructors are encouraged, in the first instance, to arrange participation requirements and multiple small
assignments in such a way as to allow students some flexibility.

A student seeking academic accommodation for any work worth less than 10% must contact the
instructor or follow the appropriate Department or  course specific instructions provided on the course
outline.

In arranging accommodation, instructors will use good judgment and ensure fair treatment for all
students. Instructors must indicate on the course outline how they will be dealing with work worth less
than 10% of the total course grade. In particular, instructors must indicate whether medical
documentation will be required for absences, late assignments or essays, missed tests, laboratory
experiments or tutorials, etc. Where medical documentation is required, such documentation must be
submitted by the student directly to the appropriate Faculty Dean’s office, and it will be the Dean’s office
that will make the determination whether accommodation is warranted.  Given the University’s Official
Student Record Information Privacy Policy, instructors may not collect medical documentation.

In all cases where accommodation is being sought for work totalling 10% or more of the final grade
in a course, students will be directed to the appropriate Faculty Dean’s office.

Students who have been denied accommodation by an instructor may appeal this decision to the
appropriate Faculty Dean’s office but will be required to present appropriate documentation.

Background:

The proposed policy began as an initiative among the Associate Deans (Academic) some six or seven years
ago. Already at that time it was recognized that the existing policy was ambiguous in a number of different
ways, and that it was conducive to varying interpretations and practices across the University. In addition,
Academic Counselling has noted a dramatic increase in the number of problematic medical excuses being
proffered. Problems ranged from a lack of information (“Student was seen.”), to a lack of professional opinion
(“student reports symptoms...”), to a lack of direction (no duration noted for illness, no time specified when
student would be able to return to studies, etc.), to the submission of forged medical notes.

The current proposal was prepared by an ad hoc subcommittee comprised of Michael Milde, Associate Dean
(Academic), Arts and Humanities, Chair of SCAPA; Margaret Kellow, Associate Dean (Academic), Social
Sciences; and Kem Rogers, Associate Dean, Basic Medical Sciences Undergraduate Education. The
overriding goal is to provide a policy that is fair to all students. In preparing this policy, the committee was
cognizant of the fact that students secure medical services from different kinds of providers, and that there
are separate issues affecting each of these. Hence a distinction is made between Family Physicians & Walk-In
Clinics, Student Health Services, and Hospital Emergency and Urgent Care with regard to procedures. The
introduction of the Student Medical Certificate is the single largest change to the existing policy. These kinds
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of certificates are used at other universities in Canada, including the University of Toronto. The aim was to
produce a form that will give Academic Counselling and the Deans’ offices the information necessary to
provide adequate and fair accommodation to students who have been affected by serious illness.

In producing both the policy and the certificate, the ad hoc committee consulted widely: Student Health
Services, representatives from Emergency Medicine and the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario,
Associate Deans (Academic), the University Students Council, Academic Counsellors, and University
administrators. Various elements in both documents have been changed in light of suggestions/criticisms
received. The committee believes that the proposal strikes the right balance between protecting student
privacy and securing the information required to ensure that academic accommodations are fair and
appropriate.

FOR INFORMATION

6. New Scholarships, Awards and Bursaries

SCAPA has approved on behalf of the Senate the following Terms of Reference for new scholarships and
awards, for recommendation to the Board of Governors through the President & Vice-Chancellor:

HBA ’74 Scholarships (Richard Ivey School of Business) 
Awarded to full-time HBA students at the Richard Ivey School of Business, based on academic achievement
and demonstrated community leadership.  Applications for these scholarships must be submitted to the HBA
Program Office by January 31.  The HBA Scholarship Committee will make the final selection of the
recipients.  These scholarships were made possible by gifts from the Class of HBA ’74.

Value: 5 at $5,000
Effective: 2008-2009 to 2012-2013 academic years inclusive

Cogeco Inc. Ontario Graduate Scholarship (Faculty of Graduate Studies, Information and Media Studies)
Awarded to a graduate student in the Faculty of Information and Media Studies who is a current holder of
an Ontario Graduate Scholarship, based on academic achievement (minimum 78% average) and research
merit.  The Faculty of Graduate Studies will select the recipient in consultation with the Dean of the Faculty
of Information and Media Studies.  This scholarship is made possible by a generous gift from Cogeco Inc.

Value:  1 at $15,000 
Effective:  May 2007 (for 2007-2008 only)

Jack Cowin Football Scholarships (Any Undergraduate, Graduate or Affiliated University College Student -
Athletic Award [Football])
Awarded to full-time undergraduate and graduate students in any year of any degree program at Western,
including the Affiliated University Colleges, who are making a significant contribution as members of the
Men’s Football Team. As per OUA and CIS regulations, an entering student athlete must have a minimum
admission average of 80% and a non-entering student must have an in-course average of 70%.  Candidates
must be in compliance with current OUA and CIS regulations. The Western Athletic Financial Awards
Committee will select the recipients based on its evaluation of academic performance/potential (20%) and
the written recommendations from the Head Coach assessing athletic performance/potential and  team/campus
leadership (weighted as 60% and 20% respectively).  These scholarships were established by Dr. Cowin (BA
’64).

Value: 2 at $3,500
Effective: 2008-2009 to 2011-2012 academic years inclusive

Bizmo Award for Volunteerism (Faculty of Engineering)
Awarded to an undergraduate student in the third or fourth year of an Engineering program (minimum 70%
average) who has demonstrated outstanding volunteer and leadership skills through participation in the
Undergraduate Engineering Society and/or involvement in extracurricular activities that are focused on
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enhancing the Western campus or the broader community.  Applications can be obtained from the Faculty
of Engineering and must be submitted, along with a one-page statement describing the applicant’s volunteer
activities, by September 30. The Faculty of Engineering will select the recipient.  This award is made possible
by a gift from Joseph and Janet Smolders  in recognition of their son, Bill Smolders, BESc ’07, who was the
2006 UES President. 

Value: 1 at $1,000
Effective: 2008-2009 to 2017-2018 academic years inclusive
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University of Western Ontario - Student Medical Certificate 
 

STUDENT NUMBER: ______________________ 
 
I.  TO BE COMPLETED BY STUDENT: 

I, _________________________________, hereby authorize this physician to provide the following 
information to the University of Western Ontario and, if required, to supply additional information, relating 
to my petition for special academic consideration. 

 
___________________________   ________________________ 
Signature   Date 

 
II. TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN: 

I hereby certify that I provided health care services to __________________________, a student at the 
University of Western Ontario, on [Date(s)]___________________________. 

 
1.  Is this an acute or chronic problem for this student? _____________________________________________ 
 
2.  Date of onset of problem (or acute episode if problem is chronic): _________________________________ 
 
3.  Student could not reasonably be expected to complete academic responsibilities as consequence of: 

 Mobility impairment 
  Trauma/Injury 
  Nausea/vomiting/diarrhea 
  Fever/Influenza 
  Respiratory Distress 
  Mental health concerns, please specify: ___________________________________________________ 
 
  Other______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Unable to complete academic responsibilities for: 

       24 hours 
         2 days 
         3 days 
         5 days 
         Other_______________________ 

     
VERIFICATION BY PHYSICIAN    
 
_________________________ 
Name (please print) 
 
_________________________  _____________________________ 
SIGNATURE  REGISTRATION No. CPSO 
 
__________________________  _________________________________ 
ADDRESS (stamp, business card or TELEPHONE #  DATE 

        letterhead acceptable) 
 

PLEASE RETAIN COPY FOR THE PATIENT’S CHART. 
NOTE: Any cost for this certificate must be paid by the patient. 




