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Science Faculty Council Meeting 

April 13, 2017 

10:00-12:00 WSC 240 

 

Minutes 

Approval of Minutes – January 12, 2017 

The minutes from the January 12 meeting were accepted as presented. 

 

Acting Dean (July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018), Pauline Barmby – Introduction and Vision 

Statement 

Pauline Barmby has accepted the role of Acting Dean for a term of one year beginning July 1, 

2017.  Pauline expressed her gratitude to the faculty members for working together to move the 

Faculty of Science forward throughout Charmaine Dean’s tenure and vowed to work diligently 

to keep the Faculty on that trajectory.  

 

Faculty of Science Leadership Transitions 

Jisuo Jin (Associate Dean, Graduate and Post-Doctoral Studies), Ken Yeung (Acting Associate 

Dean, Academic) and Beth Gillies (Acting Director, Centre for Advanced Materials and 

Biomaterials) introduced themselves and presented a brief vision statement for their roles.  For 

more detailed information, please see attached presentation. 

 

Proposed School of Mathematical and Statistical Sciences 

Geoff Wild presented an overview of the proposed structure for a new School of Mathematical 

and Statistical Sciences which will combine elements of Mathematics, Applied Mathematics and 

Statistical and Actuarial Sciences.  Departments will still remain independent but the School will 

leverage strengths and encourage collaboration between all three departments. 

 

Science Research Portfolio Updates 

Bryan Neff provided a presentation regarding current activities in the research portfolio.  In 

particular, some successful grant recipients were announced and data comparing Western’s 

successes with other U15 universities was presented, which clearly indicated a major increase 

over the past 5 years.  Dr. Neff encouraged early preparation of research grants to allow his 

office sufficient time to review and assist with the proposals which will enhance the potential for 

success.  He also encouraged faculty members who have received grants to share their successes 

with the Dean’s office for communication throughout the Faculty. 

 

Nominating Committees 

Johanna Blacquiere, Chair of the Faculty of Science Nominating Committee, attended the 

meeting to provide an update on the Decanal Search Committee and discuss various proposed 

changes to filling vacant positions on some committees.  Further details can be found in the 

attached presentation and questions and/or comments can be sent to Dr. Blacquiere at 

johanna.blacquiere@uwo.ca. 
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Joint Teaching Fellowship 

Tom Haffie from Biology and Lindi Wahl from Applied Math have been awarded a three-year 

Teaching Fellowship by the Teaching Support Centre beginning May 1, 2017.  Drs. Haffie and 

Wahl provided some ideas they are considering implementing to bring students together and 

enrich the experience of both graduate students and undergraduates.  An information session will 

be scheduled in the future.  Any comments or ideas can be sent to thaffie@uwo.ca or 

lwahl@uwo.ca. 

 

Science Senators Report 

Sheila Macfie attended the meeting and provided highlights from Senate meetings that are 

relevant to the Faculty of Science.  A detailed report is attached. 

 

Undergraduate Awards 2017 

Jeff Hutter provided an overview of the Undergraduate Awards competition that is open to third- 

and fourth-year students.  More information can be found in the accompanying slide presentation 

and at www.undergraduateawards.com. 
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