Undergraduate Student Research Project Outline

1. Research Methodology

a) State the research question clearly and discuss whether the research design is appropriate to the research question?

b) Outline the methodology.

2. Data Collection Tools

a) Describe the data collection tools (interviews, questionnaires, surveys, etc) in sufficient detail for your instructor to assess their appropriateness and utility?

b) 
Do the data collection tools involve any personal, sensitive or incriminating topics or questions?

3. Recruitment of Participants

a) Describe the participant population and how they will be recruited?  Are the criteria for the choice of participant population equitable? (i.e. no unjustified exclusions based on race, gender, culture, religion, sexual orientation, etc.)

b) 
Do you plan to offer any kind of compensation or inducement to participate?  If yes, is there a possibility that this may unduly influence a persons decision to participate?

c) 
Does the recruitment process violate the participant’s privacy in any way?

4. Benefits and Harms

a) Discuss any possible harms or benefits to the research participants?  Keep in mind that these can include social and psychological harms in addition to physical harms. 

5. Informed Consent and/or Debriefing

a) If you do not intend to get consent from participants prior to their participation in the study give a rationale why this an appropriate or necessary course of action.  Do you plan to have a Letter of Information/debriefing form to give to participants after their participation is complete? Provide a rationale to support your decision.

b) If you will be using a Consent Form/Letter of Information refer to NMREB or HSREB Information and Consent Documentation Guidelines and Sample Template for Undergraduate Student projects.
The Letter of Information/Consent form documentation must adequately address the following:

· The nature and purpose of the research; 

· What participation in the research means for the participant; what will they have to do and how long it will take;

· That they will be free to withdraw from participation at any time with no adverse consequences and include the required phrase indicating that this is a teaching and training exercise; 

· How the data will be stored, and whether or not confidentiality and/or anonymity are assured; 

· Who can answer questions about the research, including student and instructor contact information

·  Ensure that the consent form/letter of information is in layman’s language and devoid of jargon

6. Privacy and Confidentiality

a) 
What form will the data take? E.g. audio tape, questionnaire etc. Where will the data be kept? For how long?

b) 
Will there be any identifying information on the data e.g. names, address etc. How will confidentiality and/or anonymity be assured?

7. Feedback
a) 
Will the participants be advised of the results of the project?

Documentation and Guidelines can be found on the Office of Research Ethics web site:

http://www.uwo.ca/research/ethics/
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