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 JUSTIFICATION FOR EXPEDITED REVIEW

Project Title: Object complements in child language
Ana T. Pérez-Leroux, Mihaela Pirvulescu, Yves Roberge

We believe this project qualifies for expedited review because it does not differ in fundamental ways
from storytelling activities that are used  in language arts in preschool education.  As such, it presents
minimal or no risks to participants.



ETHICS REVIEW PROPOSAL

Project Title: Object complements in child language
Principal Investigators:  Ana T. Pérez-Leroux, Mihaela Pirvulescu, Yves Roberge

1. Background, purpose, objectives
The purpose of this project is to examine early child language omissions of object complements
under different semantic conditions.  These early omission may be due to processing, or pragmatic
factors.  We propose to examine the contribution of grammatical factors in these omissions, by
comparing children’s production patterns in two similar languages, French and English, which
crucially differ on whether sentence internal topics and discourse topics allow null objects in the
grammar of adults.

2. Research Methodology
The methodology used will be elicited productions.  Children will be introduced to a game in which we
read short stories accompanied by pictures.  A puppet (handled by the research assistant) will make a
comment about the story that is factually incorrect or incomplete. The child will be asked to help
the puppet understand the story. “Tell Grover what the little mermaid did”.  By providing verbal
feedback to the puppet, children produce the target sentence under controlled semantic conditions.
Sessions will last approximately 15-20 minutes, and will be videotaped.

3. Participants
Participants will be francophone and Anglophone children ages 2-6, and adults from the same speech
communities, living in Canada.

4. Recruitment
Children will be recruited in daycare centers and schools upon approval by the director or board of
directors.  Parents will be sent an invitation letter and a consent letter and only those children whose
parent have granted consent will be contacted.  Adults will be recruited on an individual basis, and
their sessions will only be audiotaped.

5. Risks and benefits
The procedure used is similar in format to that of normal storytelling sessions that take place in
early childhood education classrooms.  There is no risk associated with the procedure.  There is a
potential benefit of accelerating the child’s language development with the specific language targeted
in the test because of the task provides repeated linguistic stimulus on one construction.

6. Privacy and confidentiality
No one besides the principal investigators and research assistants accompanying the PIs to the test
site will have access to the children’s name, or to the session videotapes. Each child will be assigned a
code by the investigator, and the data will be stored using only that code. Research data is reported as
group data, and individual children are referred to with only age as identifier. Videotapes of sessions
will be erased within six months of the session.  Individual children’s performance of the child will
not be discussed with the preschool staff or other parents.

7. Compensation
No compensation will be offered for participation in the study



8. Conflict of interest
We believe there is no conflict of interest.

9. Informed consent
Permission will be requested from the parents by letter (Attachment A), and all children whose
parent have signed the consent form (Attachment B) will be invited to participate.
The experimenter will invite the child to participate. The child will be told that he/she can
discontinue the activity at any point and return to his normal activities  If the child shows any sign
of boredom or anxiety, the experimenter will ask the child if he would like to discontinue the session.
The protocol for confirming that the child wishes to continue participating is as follows.
“Would you like to hear more stories, or would you prefer to go back with your teacher?”

10. Scholarly review
Not applicable.  Proposed research entails minimal risks.

11. Additional ethics review
This project will not undergo additional ethics review.

12. Contracts
Not applicable

13. Clinical trial
Not applicable

Attachments:  parent recruitment letter, parent consent letter, adult consent letter.



University of Toronto

November 10, 2003

Dear Parent/Guardian:

We are conducting a research study on children's language development, and we would like to invite your child to participate.
We are interested in young children’s language development, specifically, on how they produce and understand sentences with direct
objects. This research is being conducted by Ana Pérez-Leroux, Mihaela Pirvulescu, and Yves Roberge, professors at the University of
Toronto, and the title of the project is “Object complements in child language”. In this study, children will hear short stories about
characters doing daily household activities.  Two puppets, played by the research assistant, are also listening to the story.  One of them
needs help because he always says the wrong thing, the other needs help to finish what he is saying because he is shy.  The child is
invited to help the puppets by saying what really happened in the story.  At the beginning of the study, we will spend some time in the
classroom so that the children get to know us.  Then we work with individual children in a quiet corner of the classroom for a period of
about 15-20 minutes.  Children can take a break, or discontinue the study at any point.  We have found that most children enjoy these
kinds of activities.  However, if your child is unhappy we will immediately stop and return him or her to the classroom.

There are no known risks associated with participation in this study, as the procedure is very similar to normal storytelling
activities. Please note that this is neither an educational assessment nor an investigation of your child's educational progress.  Your
child’s data will be kept confidential.   To protect against a breach of confidentiality, your child's responses will be identified by number
rather than name.  Children's names and numbers will never appear together on a single list, and no names will be used in any report of
the research findings.  The session’s videotapes will be kept in a locked file cabinet for a period of six months, and only the individuals
directly involved in the research will have access to them.  After the tapes have been transcribed, they will be erased.  Your child's
responses will not be discussed with school staff, and we will not use any private information from school records.

We hope to increase our knowledge of children's language development in general, and therefore we do not focus on the
responses of individual children.  Although neither you nor your child will personally receive any direct benefits from this research, by
learning more about children's language development, this research may someday lead to the improvement of early education language
assessment and language curriculum.  When we have completed the study, a summary of the findings will be made available upon request.
Eventually, we will publish the results in research journals so that others may learn and benefit from them. If you would like to receive more
information about the research, please contact me at 416-585-4439.

If you are interested in having your child participate, please complete and sign one copy of the attached consent form and return
it to your child’s teacher.  Keep a second copy for your records.  If you allow your child to be included in the study, s/he will be invited to
participate.  However, if your child is shy or unwilling, s/he will not be pressured to participate.  If at any time you or your child wishes to
discontinue participation, you are free to do so.  Please note that if you do not give permission for your child to take part or if your child
does not wish to participate, it will not affect your child's schooling in any way. We sincerely appreciate your cooperation.  It is only
through the help of parents like you that researchers can learn more about children's development.  Thank you very much,

Ana T. Pérez-Leroux, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Spanish and Linguistics
University of Toronto/Victoria College
73 Queen’s Park Crescent
Toronto  ON M5S 1K7 Phone: 416-585-4439 Fax:  416-813-4084



PARENT CONSENT FORM

I have read and understood the letter describing the proposed study, titled “Object complements in child
language”

I understand that my child will be asked some questions about stories and pictures so that the researchers can
examine my child’s language and language comprehension and production. All information collected will be
kept confidential.  There are no risks involved and no direct benefits to me, or my child.  The study will
increase researchers' understanding of children's language development.

I understand that my child will be asked if s/he wants to take part and will not be required to do so if s/he is
shy or unwilling.  Also, s/he may stop and return to the classroom at any time without penalty.  I may
withdraw my consent at any time.  If I do not give permission or if my child does not want to participate, I
understand that it will not affect my child's schooling in any way

Child's Name                                                                                                                                  
(please print)

Child's Date of Birth                                                                                                                       
(month/day/year)

Does your child speak or understand languages other than English? If so, which ones?

I give my permission for my child, named above, to participate in the University of Toronto study
conducted by Profs. Ana Pérez-Leroux, Mihaela Pirvulescu and Yves Roberge.

xxxx

                                                                                                                  
Printed name of Parent/Guardian Signature Date

If there are any questions about this research, please contact Prof. Ana T. Pérez-Leroux, University of
Toronto/Victoria College 73 Queen’s Park Crescent, Toronto  ON M5S 1K7.
Phone: 416-585-4439 Fax:  416-813-4084



University of Toronto

                                                                                                          Monday, November 10, 2003

We are conducting a research project to examine language comprehension in young children when compared with
adult language comprehension.  The project is titled  “Object complements in child language”, and the principal
investigators are Profs. Ana Pérez-Leroux, Mihaela Pirvulescu and YvesRoberge, from the University of
Toronto.

Your participation is voluntary.  Participants will hear short stories about characters doing usual household
activities. The goal is to have adult data to verify whether children’s comprehension and production of particular
sentences is different from adults. In this study, you will hear short stories about characters doing daily household
activities.  Two puppets, played by the research assistant, are also listening to the story.  One of the puppets
needs help because he always says the wrong thing, and the other needs help to finish what he is saying because he
is shy.  You will be asked to help the puppet by saying what really happened in the story. There are no known
risks associated with participation in this study, as the procedure is very similar to normal storytelling activities.
Please note that this is not an educational assessment.

Your results will be kept confidential. To protect against a breach of confidentiality, your responses will be
identified by number  rather than name.  Your name and number will never appear together on a single list, and
no names will be used in any report of the research findings. After your responses are entered in a spreadsheet the
originals will be thrown away. Audiotapes of sessions will be erased within six months of completing the research.
You may withdraw your participation in the study at any time.

If you wish, information about our findings will be made available to you. If you have any questions or concerns
about this research project, please feel free to contact me at the address below.

Ana T. Pérez Leroux
Associate Professor of Spanish and Linguistics, Dept. of Spanish & Portuguese
University of Toronto, Victoria College 73 Queen's Park Crescent, Toronto Ontario M5S 1K7
Tel: (416) 585-4439

We thank you for your participation. Please sign below to indicate that you have read the information in this
form and that you agree to participate.

_____________________________________ _______________________________
Signature of the participant Date


