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Introduction Study purpose

O To provide normative data related to language and cognitive development in a large epidemiological sample of 6-9

O Children with SLI struggle to learn their native language and face many language-related problems, although little is

known about typical and atypical language development in Arabic-speaking children (Lewis, 2009). year old monolingual Arabic children.
O Arabic is a semitic language with a nonconcatenative morphology; it is a root and pattern language with complex O To examine those linguistic and cognitive characteristics that may differentiate Arabic-speaking children with and
interaction between syntax morphology and phonology. without SLI.

Results Results

Group comparisons on linguistic measures
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o Arabic Language Screening Test (ALST; El-Halees and Wiig, 1999)
o Arabic Receptive- Expressive Vocabulary Test (AREVT; El-Halees and
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CO n CI us i O n Age: F(3,413)>5.4, p<.001, n2p=.038, both cases

o As reported for several languages, Arabic-speaking children with SLI have a significantly lower score than TD children on many linguistic tasks including

vocabulary and nonword repetition, but not sight word reading. Refe re n CeS
o Low performance on verbal but not visuspatial working memory by children with SLI compared to their TD peers is consistent with (Archibald and
Gathercole, 2006). 1. Archibald, L.M.D. & Gathercole, S.E. (2006). Psychonom. Bull. Rev, 14, 919-924. 2. Shaalan, S.
o The non-significant difference between children with SLI and TD children on parent report measure of intelligibility (The Intelligibility in Context Scale) may (2010) Investigating Grammatical Complexity in Gulf Arabic Speaking Children with Specific
f | diff : i b hild’s d | Language Impairment (SLI). University College London. 3. Records, N., and Tomblin, J.B. (1994).
reflect culture differences in willingness to report concerns about a child’s development. JSHR, 37, 144-156. 4. Leonard, L. (1998). Children with specific language impairment. MIT Press. 5.
o The Language Screening Test (ALST) differentiate children with SLI and from typically developing children. Conti-Ramsden GM, Botting NF, Faragher B. (2001). J Child Psychol Psychiatry, 42( 6), 741-8.
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